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Stop press news; PfP have appointed a project co-ordinator and 
work will start for the well on First December 
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Registered Charity :1160930 

 

December/January 

2020/2021 

‘… because of the tender mercy of our God … the rising sun will 
come to us from heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in 

the shadow of death, 
To guide our feet into the ways of peace.’ 

Luke 1: 78-79 
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The Circuit Newsletter exists to build up fellowship across the Stamford Methodist          
Circuit. Items for inclusion in the Circuit Newsletter should be: Inspiring, encouraging of 
faith and discipleship to promote the growth of church relationships within the Circuit. 
Could you please send any articles for the February Circuit Newsletter to the below           
address/email address at this time. 
Email:admin2322@gmail.com 
Address: Rowan Scholtz  
9 Highfield Close, Empingham, Rutland, LE15 8QB 
Articles should be sent no later than Tuesday 12th January 2021. 

 Circuit Administrator: Rowan Scholtz 

 admin2322@gmail.com  Tel: 01780 481395 

Rev Andy Fyall  

11 Jackson Way, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 1FG 

Tel:  01780 762282 

andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk 

Rev Bekkie Wright 

2 Wensum Close, Oakham. LE15 6FU 

Tel: 01572 720721  

Bekkie.wright@methodist.org.uk 

    Luke Denley Youth Outreach Worker 

94 Caithness Road, Stamford. PE9 2TP   

   yowlukedenley@gmail.com 

Tel:  01780 753084  

Phil Jones- Circuit  Mission Enabler 

5 Rycroft Close, Deeping St James, PE6 8NX 

Tel:  01778 346389  

pdvjones@hotmail.com 
 

 

Rev William Booker BA 
Assistant Minister, Stamford Methodist 

Church with pastoral charge of                  
Ryhall Methodist Church 

5 Frognall, Deeping St James, PE6 8RS  

Tel: 01778380195  
Williambooker10@googlemail.com 

Rev Ruth Charlesworth 

2 Coggles Causeway, Bourne, Lincs PE10 9LN 

Tel: 01778 422258   
ruth.charlesworth@methodist.org.uk 

Rev Helen Fyall– Hospital Chaplain 

11 Jackson Way, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 1FG 

Tel:  01780 762282   
 andyandhelenfyall@btinternet.com 

Circuit Children and Families Worker-Sarah 
Lamb 

1 Primrose Way Grantham NG31 7GX                          

   Mobile:  O7586357850  

sarah.cfworker@gmail.com 
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Oakham 
Dear God. We are coming to that time of year again when we particularly celebrate the arrival 
of your son. Please help those finding it strange if they have to celebrate in a  different way 
than they are used to. You are always with us and we ask for support to give us strength. Help 

us to find happiness and security in the small things in life that mean a lot. Let us not forget 
the comfort of a smile, a phone call or a letter. It is time for reflection and we ask for guidance 
in helping those who are struggling with this changing world. 

It is good to know you are with us. Amen 

 
Stamford 
Please pray for: Those in our community who have lost friends or family members, or who 
have been ill recently and those who have struggled with the restrictions imposed because of 
the pandemic.  
For those have been made redundant and those seeking work at this difficult time.  
For Christmas services in our churches, and the preparations for which are going ahead,       
although once again we are in lockdown.  
For plans for a mission in 2020 and another Worship Concert in the summer of 2020 
For the many people who use our church for meetings and gatherings every week that  
they will sense the presence of God and know his wonderful love. 
 
Give thanks for: The ministry of Rev’d William Booker as assistant minister. 
For the ability to worship in church in September and October and for the on-line services and 
prayers. The news, just announced that a vaccine should be available for Covid-19 by the end 
of the year. 
 

 

Uppingham 
In these difficult and uncertain times we invite you to pray with us the following- “Today I 
said a prayer for you, today I thought of you, I prayed for God’s guiding presence in every-
thing you do “ 
God bless 
 
Circuit 
Pray for the various events and activities during Advent and Christmas as we share Good 
News of Christ in many ways to many people. 
Pray for the awaited news with regard to the hoped-for appointment of a Probationer          
Presbyter for the Rutland Water Section from September 2020 
Pray for the folk who are feeling the closure of Somerby Methodist Church most keenly and 
those supporting them 
 

Advent pause for reflection and prayer 
O Lord our God, make us watchful and cheerful as we await the coming of your Son, Christ 
our Lord, that when he comes and knocks, he will find us not sleeping in sins but awake and 
rejoicing in his praises; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
The Gelasian Sacramentary 
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Bourne 
As we write this in lockdown we pray that we shall soon be back to a certain type of normal 
with our churches re-opened in December and looking forward to Christmas and the         
celebration of our Saviour’s birth. We pray for those for whom Christmas will not be a great 
celebration either through illness or the loss of loved ones. We pray in particular for the 
families of Dorothy Riley and Bob Kelsey who have recently passed away, may they know 
God’s love at this difficult time. 

 
Deepings 
Father God 

We're living in strange times. It becomes harder every day for even the most content of us to 
process the vicissitudes of lockdown and life afterwards, which we know will be different to 
what we know for some time. We now live in a world of uncertainty, isolation and anxiety, 
the end of it all cannot yet be predicted. 

We ask for your presence and comfort so we can process the many and various situations in 
which we find ourselves. 

We pray for our leaders, local, nationally and internationally, politically and in faith, to be 
blessed with the gift of wisdom, compassion. 

 
Empingham 
We give thanks for the online services and prayer times keeping us in fellowship and our 
Virtual Church house group a time of sharing and praying together. 
Pray that the Empingham Online Community Carols will be well received and a blessing to 
all who join in. 

 
Ketton 
Dear Lord, 
As we find ourselves once again confined to barracks we have time to reflect on what is   
important in our lives. For many of us it is our family, friend's and faith, not always in that 
order. It is a great comfort to know we are not alone and that the Lord is with us, his love 
sustains us and his arm's surround us keeping us safe. 
We pray for: All our loved one's, our church family around the circuit, those we know 
and those we don't.  
For Lucy Londregan, John Downes’s daughter undergoing treatment for cancer and for  
John as he is with the family there. 
Bless all those who are suffering in any way and give thanks to all who are caring for others 
especially any known to us.  
Give thanks for the appointment of a House for Duty Priest for Ketton & Tinwell Anglican  
Parishes, Rev’d Olwen Woolcock, who begins her ministry here on 28th March 2020. 
I especially give my grateful thanks for answered prayers during my recent illness, I have 
no doubt they contributed to my healing and continued recovery. I'm also grateful to the 
team who worked tirelessly to find the right antibiotics needed to treat my infections.   
Thank you Jesus for watching over me. In the name of the Father Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen .  
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Worship & Prayer Around The Circuit  FOR THE WHOLE CIRCUIT:  

 

Details of all services are available on the Circuit website and in the      
Preaching plan. 

Due to the unprecedented situation we find ourselves in the Stamford Circuit is offering 
Worship and Prayers as per below.    

 
At Stamford Methodist Church, a short said act of worship at 10.30am each Sunday      
morning.   

 
Daily Evening Prayers video – 7pm each day   
If you wish to join with others around the circuit (and, indeed, elsewhere!) in evening    
prayers, please go to Stamford Methodist Church, Lincolnshire Facebook page and ask to 
join. If you’re not on Facebook, please email Andy and ask to receive the You Tube           
recording of the prayers by email.       

                

FOR THE SOUTH LINCOLNSHIRE SECTION  

 

At Deepings, Bourne and Thurlby Methodist Churches, a short said act of worship at 
10.30am each Sunday morning 
 
Morning and evening prayer at 8am and 8pm -     
Following the Worship Book order and readings from the daily lectionary in the Prayer 
Handbook. If you need copies please let me know    
  
An invitation to join me also in prayer and reflection at 11am on a Wednesday morning with 
resources circulating by e-mail and post.    
Ruth   

 

 FOR THE RUTLAND WATER SECTION  

 

At Uppingham a short said act of worship at 10.45am each Sunday morning 
  
Are being prepared each week and distributed to the Oakham, Uppingham and Empingham 
Congregations by email, post or by hand.    
If you would like a copy please email one of the following: 
Empingham – eandiray@btinternet.com; 
Uppingham – nigelabuckley@tiscali.co.uk ; 
Oakham - rogerrowell.7@gmail.com (December only)  
Oakham - bekkie.wright@methodist.org.uk (January only). 
  

FOR RYHALL 
 

At Ryhall a short said act of worship at 3pm each Sunday afternoon. 
A worship pack is available by contacting the Rev’d William Booker:                      
 williambooker10@gmail.com or 01778 380195 
  

mailto:eandiray@btinternet.com
mailto:nigelabuckley@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:williambooker10@gmail.com
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Pastoral Letter 
Dear friends, 
 
You know the sinking feeling inside when a card arrives in the post and it’s from someone 
who you have missed off your list?  Then there is the inevitable wondering whether or not 
to send one in return!  
 
Amid all the Christmas activities, one man is often forgotten. 
 
No, I don’t mean the person whose birthday we’re celebrating. Although we often fail to 
give Jesus first place as He deserves, we don’t usually forget Him. I’m talking about         
Joseph—the man God trusted so much that He placed His Son in his home to love and      
nurture. What a responsibility! 
 
Joseph truly is the forgotten man in the Christmas story.  He usually rates a mention, but   
little more.  Yet his task was an important component of God’s incredible plan. As we read 
the story of the birth of Jesus, we find that Joseph was just, righteous, merciful, protective, 
and courageous. But most of all—he was obedient. When the angel told him to take Mary 
as his wife, he obeyed.  And when the angel told him to flee to Egypt with Mary and Jesus, 
he did. 
 
Just as Mary was carefully chosen to bear the Son of God, Joseph was deliberately chosen 
to provide for his young wife and the Christ-child. And trusting God, Joseph did everything 
God asked him to do. 
 
We are living in difficult days.  Life has changed beyond anything we could have imagined 
because of Covid-19.  The world lives in fear on what might happen, person by person, 
street by street, nation by nation.  Every life lost to Covid has a name and a family and  
community are left mourning life by life. We are all wondering how best to live lovingly 
and safely for the good of all, asking how can we bring light and hope into this fearful 
world. 
 
As Christian people, we do have something to offer.  A faith which not only speaks of, but 
acts out the light of Christ in a dark and weary world; the hope of Good News of an assured 
future both in this world and the next; the grace of a God who comes by the Spirit in Jesus 
to hearts and homes, worries and cares, laughter and tears even amid a pandemic.  
 
So as we worship Jesus this year, whether in church, through the medium of a printed order 
of service, on the TV or online with friends around the Circuit, let us also take a moment to 
consider our response to the most wonderful gift of all.  In recognising the presence of 
Christ in our midst, let us also seek to respond to his coming in a way which reveals our 
faith in him. 
 
We wish you all a wonder-filled, peaceful and joyous Christmas. 
 
May Christ the Lord, the Prince of Peace, be with you and all you love this Christmas. 
 
Helen, Hannah and Matthew join me in wishing you all the blessings you wish for others at 
Christmas and the New Year ahead.   
 
With every blessing,  
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Submitting articles for the newsletter 
We are delighted that some of our readers are inspired to submit book  reviews, poems and 

articles to be included in the newsletter. When doing so, please make sure that you add 
your name to any item so that folk can follow up if they want to know more.  

For published items, please ensure you have the permission of the author and add their name as author of any work.  

Please send all entries for the February newsletter no later than  
Tuesday 12th January 2021, including Prayers for the Prayer page from                  

Church Stewards (anything sent after this date will not be included) 
Thank you 

Circuit Trivia Quiz 
Saturday 30 January 2021 

 

at 7pm  on Zoom 

 

 

Join in a fun evening! 
 

Please register in advance by e-mailing   

ighusbands@gmail.com 
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Pray without Ceasing January 2021                                                                                                                  

 

Suggestions for each day of the month. A few spaces have been left for your 
own concerns. 

 

1.   For people with Birthdays or Anniversaries this month 

2.   Andy & Helen, Hannah & Matthew 

3.   Bourne Chapel 

4.   Deepings Church 

5.   Rev Ruth Charlesworth 

6.   To celebrate Epiphany and the Wise Men 

7.   Rev William Booker 

8.   Empingham Chapel 

9.   Ketton Chapel 

10. Rev Bekkie Wright Probationer Minister 

11. Those who would usually use our premises on Mondays 

12. Those who would usually use our premises on Tuesdays 

13. Those who would usually use our premises on Wednesdays  

14. Phil Jones Circuit Mission Enabler  

15. Oakham Church 

16. Ryhall Chapel 

17. Sarah Lamb - Children and Families Worker  

18. Those who are struggling with finances 

19. Thurlby Chapel 

20. Uppingham Church 

21. Those who would usually use our premises on Thursdays 

22. Those who would usually use our premises on Fridays 

23. Those who would usually use our premises on Saturday 

24. Barn Hill Church 

25. Our Supernumerary Ministers & Local Preachers 

26. ** 

27. For the Peace of the Lord throughout the World 

28. Luke Denley, Youth Outreach Worker  

29. ** 

30. Circuit Administrator Rowan 

31. Circuit Officers 

 

Any suggestions or requests please let Nina Rawlins know on 01780 753649 or              
email ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk 
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Pray without Ceasing December 2020                                                                                                                  

 

Suggestions for each day of the month. A few spaces have been left for your                     
own concerns. 

 

1.   For people with Birthdays or Anniversaries this month 

2.   Andy & Helen, Hannah & Matthew 

3.   Barn Hill Church 

4.   Bourne Chapel 

5.   Rev Ruth Charlesworth 

6.   Deepings Church 

7.   Those who would usually use our premises on Mondays 

8.   Those who would usually use our premises on Tuesdays 

9.   Those who would usually use our premises on Wednesdays  

10.  Rev William Booker 

11.  Empingham Chapel 

12.  Ketton Chapel 

13.  Those who are in a dark place 

14.  Rev Bekkie Wright Probationer Minister 

15.  Oakham Church 

16.  Ryhall Chapel 

17.  Those who would usually use our premises on Thursdays 

18.  Those who would usually use our premises on Fridays 

19.  Those who would usually use our premises on Saturday 

20.  Thurlby Chapel 

21.  Uppingham Church 

22.  That Jesus the Light of the World will be welcomed 

23.  Our Supernumerary Ministers & Local Preachers 

24.  Phil Jones Circuit Mission Enabler  

25.  ** 

26.  Luke Denley, Youth Outreach Worker  

27.  Sarah Lamb - Children and Families Worker  

28.  ** 

29.  Circuit Administrator Rowan 

30.  Circuit Officers 

31.  That Jesus Love will shine through the coming year 

 

Any suggestions or requests please let Nina Rawlins know on 01780 753649 or             
email ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk
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A Methodist Way of Life 
 

A Methodist Way of Life is a way of living. It is how we try to live our lives in response to 
God’s love, made known to us in Jesus. 
Like the early Christians (Acts 2.42-47), we seek to express what it means to follow Jesus 
in the regular, practical actions of worship, learning and caring, service and evangelism.  
In this sense, A Methodist Way of Life is both new and old. It is new, in that Methodists 
first discussed such a way at the 2018 Conference, although it is based on Our Calling, 
agreed in 2000. That, in turn, was built on what Methodists have always done, since the 
days of John Wesley, in trying to follow Jesus and live out the Christian faith – just as 
those first followers in Acts did. 
The commitments of A Methodist Way of Life remind us of, and provide a compass for, 
Christian living. 
An intro video is available at: https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/life-and-faith/a-
methodist-way-of-life/a-methodist-way-of-life-videos/   
You should have received both a booklet, ‘A Brief Guide to a Methodist Way of Life’ and 
the Methodist Way of Life commitment card. 
 
Do consider how you can make the commitments and live out your faith and calling in an 
accountable way, sharing the journey with someone else to support, guide and gently en-
courage one another along the way. 
 
A Methodist Way of Life: The Commitment as a Church and Connexion 
The calling of the Methodist Church is to respond to the gospel of God’s love in Christ 
and to live out its discipleship in worship and mission.  As far as we are able, with God’s 
help: 
 
Worship 
 We will pray daily. 
 We will worship with others regularly. 
 We will look and listen for God in Scripture, and the world. 
 
Learning and Caring 
 We will care for ourselves and those around us. 
 We will learn more about our faith. 
 We will practise hospitality and generosity. 
Service 
 We will help people in our communities and beyond. 
 We will care for creation and all God’s gifts. 
 We will challenge injustice. 
Evangelism 
 We will speak of the love of God. 
 We will live in a way that draws others to Jesus. 
 We will share our faith with others. 
 May we be a blessing within and beyond God’s Church, for the transformation of the       
     world. 
 
 
 

Continued... 
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Dear Friends, 

 

I’m so glad to be able to tell you that at last we have some news about an             
appointment for Charlotte! 

The “official” statement (to be released on Sunday 15th November) reads like this:- 

“The Bishop of Newcastle is delighted to announce that the Revd Charlotte 
Osborn is to be Priest in Charge of Ford and Etal and Lowick with Kyloe and 
Ancroft”. 

 

From that you will have gathered that we are returning to The North East and to 
North Northumberland where the above parishes are to be found – about eight 
miles from Berwick-on-Tweed and looking across to Lindisfarne (Holy Island). 
Whilst this is not where we imagined and is a long way from Norfolk we have a 
clear sense of God’s leading and are very much looking forward to another new   
adventure! 

We hope to move in the new year - Covid19 permitting - initially into rented           
accommodation and then the vicarage in Lowick. 

We’ll let you have an address (or two!) when we have them and the date for      
Charlotte’s licensing and will continue to be very grateful for all your prayers. 

 

With our love, 

Leo and Charlotte.      

Book suggestion: ‘A Path of Hope’ by the late Brother Roger of Taize 
 
This paperback brings together two short books that the founder of the Taize Community 
had completed just before his violent death in August 2005, with the unfinished letter to 
young people that he was preparing at the time 
These last writings are crucial to an understanding of Brother Roger's life and ministry. 
In the first part, with his characteristic mix of delicacy and force, Brother Roger reflects 
on some of the events and people that influenced his life and calling, and on some of the 
steps taken at Taize over the years to create signs of reconciliation amidst the divisions of         
humanity. Never far from the surface is the suggestion that the reader too can perhaps       
discern in his or her own life a glimmer of God's call, of a happiness offered. 
This is followed by his own choice of prayers, composed for the daily services at Taize, 
each of them just a few words to express a search for God. Finally the 'unfinished letter', 
which insists repeatedly on God's love for each person, contains a challenge of                 
disconcerting simplicity, calling on the reader to live in a 'kind-heartedness that is           
constantly renewed'. 
 

Faith in Christ is not just a single step but a life of walking with Him. 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/life-and-faith/a-methodist-way-of-life/a-methodist-way-of-life-videos/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/life-and-faith/a-methodist-way-of-life/a-methodist-way-of-life-videos/
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Advent & Christmas 2020 : Worship and reflections across the Circuit 

 

All online services can be found at 

https://stamfordmethodistchurch.online.church  

or on the Stamford Methodist Church, Lincolnshire Facebook Group. 

You Tube links can be sent direct to your email inbox.  

 If you do not already receive the regular emails with worship YouTube links,  

please contact Rev’d Andy Fyall 

 

Advent & Christmas 2020 : Worship and reflections across the Circuit 

 

IN CHURCH 

 

Stamford              

Sunday 20th December 2020 at 6pm.   

Carols by Candlelight.  

Please email Anne Wiltshire (annewiltshire079@btinternet.com) 

for further information.  Requests for seats are needed by 6th December. 

 

Christmas Eve at 11.30pm:  

Midnight communion at Stamford URC led by Rev’ds Peter Stevenson and Andy Fyall 

        

Christmas Day at 10am.   

Family worship led by Rev’d Andy Fyall.   

Please email Anne Wiltshire for further information.  Requests for seats are needed by 

6th December. 

 

Uppingham  

Christmas Day at 10am 

Family worship led by David & Linda Bosworth 

THE FAIRTRADE CHRISTMAS MARKET 2020 

SUPPORT FAIRTRADE IN THE RUN UP TO CHRISTMAS. 

The Rutland Fairtrade Christmas Market in moving online                                            
https://rutlandfairtrade.wordpress.com/christmas-market-2020/ 

Due to the Covid 19 pandemic the annual event at Oakham Castle has been cancelled. The 
Rutland Fairtrade Forum is hosting the virtual Christmas Market on its website and is     

urging everyone to remember Fairtrade producers when doing their Christmas shopping 
this year. The virtual Christmas Market provides information on how to buy high quality 

Fairtrade products from a range of outlets. Several of the stallholders who regularly attend 
the annual event at Oakham Castle are featured.  

Fairtrade is about better prices, decent working conditions, and fair terms of trade for      
producers in the developing world. At a time when millions of farmers and workers around 
the world are facing economic hardship, the benefits delivered by Fairtrade are now more 

important than ever. 
 

Eileen Ray on behalf of the Rutland Fairtrade Forum. 
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A Methodist Way of Life 
 
A Methodist Way of Life applied personally or in groups 
A Methodist Way of Life encourages us to grow together. 
Make time to discuss these questions regularly with others 
 
Worship 
 What is the pattern of your prayer life? 
 How easy or hard do you find it to pray? 
 What has spoken to you recently in worship or in the Bible? 
 When, lately, have you felt close to God or distant from God? 
 
Learning and Caring 
 How have you practised generosity since we last met? 
 How have you shown hospitality to others recently? 
 How are you caring for yourself? 
 How and what are you learning now? 
 
Service 
 How are you seeking to serve others in your communities 
 and beyond? What has helped or hindered you in your service 
 of others? 
 How are you caring for God’s creation? 
 How are you using God’s gifts (including your financial resources)? 
 What issues of injustice are you currently concerned about? 
 What are you doing in response? 
 
Evangelism 
 When was the last time you were able to talk about God? 
 What opportunities to share your faith have there been since 
 we last met? 
 How have you responded to opportunities to share your faith? 
 Is there anyone you might invite to consider Christian faith? 
 How can we support each other in our Way of Life commitments? 
 
If you want to know more about A Methodist Way of Life speak to any member of the     
Circuit Meeting. 
 
Let’s share this Way of Life together and see what God will do in, through and among us by 
our commitment to Him in this way. 
 

Andy Fyall 

https://stamfordmethodistchurch.online.church
https://rutlandfairtrade.wordpress.com/christmas-market-2020/
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Carols at Christmas 

Although nowadays we regard singing carols as an integral part of our Christmas               
celebrations their origins go back many centuries. 

 

The word Carol comes to us from an Old French word “Carole” which referred to “dancing 
in a circle”, local forms of such dancing being very popular in the Middle Ages.  Over the 
years the songs accompanying such dancing became celebrated in their own right and       
started being sung in the streets, particularly by beggars seeking alms when singing 
“holiday” songs. Increasingly they found their way into street pageants and celebrations of 
the nativity story, often being very local in their use. 

 

When Oliver Cromwell banned such singing in church worship at Christmas because he 
thought the festival should be a solemn occasion, it merely served to encourage groups of 
singers to go from door to door, Carol Singing, as we know it today. (The tradition of         
carolling round the pubs continues today in Uppingham!) 

 

But Carolling was still mainly the province of poor and illiterate folk who relied on learning 
by rote from one generation to another. The widespread use of carols in churches at        
Christmas was stimulated by Bishop Benson (later Archbishop of Canterbury) when on 
Christmas Eve 1880 he held the first Nine Lessons and Carols Service in the makeshift 
wooden shed being used in Truro while its new Cathedral was being built. The popularity of 
this form of service was assured when it was adopted at Kings College Cambridge on       
December 24th 1918 where it has been held ever since and is broadcast by the BBC every 
year. 

 

While Christmas Carols are often thought of as religious songs and many find their origins 
in folk songs others were written as hymns for worship to celebrate the nativity. To us today 
there is really no difference between “folk” carols and “hymn” carols. All are sung with 
great feeling and enjoyment at this most celebrated time of the year.  

 

Homework – how much do you know about Oliver Cromwell?  Where was he born and 
where is the other local connection with the Cromwell family? 

 

John Bassill 
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Advent & Christmas 2020 : Worship and reflections across the Circuit 

Circuit Wide 
Advent Reflections on Zoom 

THE MESSIAH: looking at Christ through the prophecies of Isaiah. 

The sessions will be led by Andy Fyall, Phil Jones and Sarah Atwell-King. 

 

Monday evenings ( 30th November – 21st December ) from 7.30 to 8pm 

Tuesday mornings from 10 – 10.30am 

 

Please contact Andy for the Zoom links. 

 

Family friendly reflections by Sarah Lamb 

 

Carols for All 

A traditional Carol Service led by Rev’d Andy Fyall on line only. 

The service will ‘go live’ at 2.30pm on Thursday 17th December 2020 and will be 

made available 

as a YouTube link.  Watch this space! 
 

 

Empingham Community Carols is being "broadcast" on Saturday 19th Dec at 4pm 

 

Carols by Candlelight 

A recorded act of worship which will ‘go live’ on Sunday 20th December at 6pm and 

will be made available as a YouTube link. The service will include contributions 

from friends around the circuit. 

 

Christingle Service online 

Led by Sarah Lamb and prepared with the help of Ruth Pryke, the service will  ‘go  

live’ at 4pm on Christmas Eve and will be made available as a YouTube link.   

 

Christmas Eve Midnight Service on line 

Led by Sarah Lamb, Circuit Children & family Work Enabler and Student Minister,  

the service will ‘go live’ at 11.45pm on Christmas Eve and will be made available 

as a YouTube link.   

 

Christmas morning worship 

Led by Rev’d Andy Fyall, the service will ‘go live’ at 10am on Christmas Day and will  

be made available as a YouTube link.   

 

Reflections on Christ come among us 

These daily reflections will be offered on line between Boxing Day and Covenant  

Sunday at 10.30am each day. 

 

Watchnight Service : Thursday 31st December 2020 at 11.45pm 

A short, recorded act of worship to be led by the Rev’ds Ruth Charlesworth and  

Andy Fyall  available online and as a YouTube link. 
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Advent Reflections 2020 (by Zoom) 

A series of half hour reflections under the overarching theme of 

‘The Messiah’ 

Date Time Theme Reading Lead-
er 

Mon 30th November 7.30 – 8pm A Saviour Isaiah 7: 13-14 Phil 

Tuesday 1st December 10 – 10.30am     Andy 

Mon 7th December 7.30 – 8pm Hope Isaiah 9: 1-7 Sarah 

Tuesday 8th December 10 – 10.30am     Andy 

Monday 14th December 7.30 – 8pm Comfort Isaiah 40: 1-2 Andy 

Tuesday 15th December 10-10.30am     Phil 

Monday 21st December 7.30 – 8pm Glory Isaiah 40: 3-5 Sarah 

Tuesday 22nd December 10-10.30am     Phil 

Please contact the session leader for the Zoom links: 
 

Phil:  pdvjones@hotmail.com  
Andy: andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk  

Sarah: Pad4535@aol.com  

 
All are welcome. 
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JOURNEYS OF REFLECTION 2 : MILESTONES  

In our journeys of reflection its good to look at milestones in our lives. 

As we travel along perhaps we might reflect on “forever moments”, those milestones God 
has blessed us with - times when certain things or feelings about those moments bring us 
real joy and warmth just thinking about them. Perhaps memories of  significant occasions or 
events in our lives that perhaps stand out as something really special.  

 

We all have different experiences of special moments and for many of us “forever             
moments” are to do with family and friends. Of course the birth of a son or daughter is one 
of the most amazing moments in our lives and that is my “forever moment” that I will never 
forget. I often recall when I gazed on my daughter for the first time, the sheer wonderment 
of it all. It was indeed such a wonderful blessing! 

 

Music can be a big part of our reflections, particularly at this time of year – beautiful 
sounds, not only instrumental but of voices too. I wonder if a particular piece of music 
blesses you and perhaps reminds you of a certain occasion ?  

My recollection is of a piece from Handel’s Messiah which I saw a friend perform in at the 
City Hall in Newcastle. I play it a lot  at Christmas time  – “Unto Us A Child Is Born”- 
where the words say the coming Saviour will be called “Wonderful, Counsellor, Almighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace “. As the voices sing these words it thrills me    
every time and I am back there in the City Hall. It always gives me a kind of strength and 
assurance of God’s presence when I hear it and how awesome God is in sending us his Son.  

 

Every season brings a sense of wonder at God’s creation. The winter landscape can evoke a 
feeling of awe and beauty, places and scenes we always remember as something special. 
Author Margaret Silf talks of a memory of when she was seven years old being mystified 
by the stars in the winter sky. She says “ I felt I could have reached out and touched them. I 
felt enveloped in the vastness and the glory of it all”. It was one of her earliest “forever    
moments”.  

I too felt the vastness of God’s creation many years ago when I walked along the beach at 
Whitley Bay with my husband  at midnight on a New Year’s Eve. I still recall the blackness 
that surrounded us, the smell of the salty air, the sound of the waves and the beauty of the 
snowflakes falling on us as we walked. An exciting and slightly scary “forever moment 
”which still stays with me. 

 

So where has this journey of reflection lead you? Margaret Silf talks of these memories as 
“little power packs of energy” that we carry with us. I pray you will have been blessed by 
your recollections and feel the warmth, comfort and strength God has given in so many 
ways.       

 

                 “Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise: his greatness no-one 

                   can fathom. One generation will commend your works to another; 

                   they will tell of your mighty acts. They will speak of the glorious  

                   splendour of your majesty, and I will meditate on your wonderful works” 

                  Psalm 145: 3 – 5  NIV 

 

Contributed By, Beyrl Teasdale 

mailto:pdvjones@hotmail.com
mailto:andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk
mailto:Pad4535@aol.com
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Update on the 2020 Sunflower Appeal for an Ultrasound Scanner for 
Nixon Memorial Hospital 

 

This time last year, we set ourselves the challenge to raise £10,000 
to provide an Ultrasound Scanner for the maternity unit of Nixon   
Memorial Hospital, Segbwema, Sierra Leone. 

 

Little did we know that 2020 was going to be a very different year 
and we were not going to be able to hold fundraising events in the 
usual way. Nevertheless we rose to the challenge and through direct 
donations and the Ultrawalk for Ultrasound walk the Circuit) we 
have raised an amazing £9,000. With this donation, and dipping into 
their reserves, the Friends of Nixon Trust has just delivered the 
scanner to the hospital and in the photo below, you can see                
Dr. Missa scanning his first patient. Thank you everyone! 

 

We did however 
commit to raising 
£10,000 so we have £1,000 still to 
raise between now and Mission     
Sunday, 13th December, so Conan 
Lewis, joined by Andy Fyall, have   
decided to step up to the mark again 
with another challenge and inspire 
you to give. This time they will 'Cycle 
the Circuit' on 12th December, 65 
miles on nearly the shortest day of 
the year. We realise that winter is 
when the utility bills go up and     
Christmas is coming, but please give 
what you can and help us meet our 
target. If we exceed it, the extra will 
go to support the everyday expenses 
of the hospital. I am confident that we 
will make it. We have a generous God 
and we are generous people, seeking 
to support those much less fortunate 
than ourselves. 

 

To donate, please pay direct to the 
Stamford Methodist Church Mission Account, Sort Code 08-92-99 Account Number 
65386646 and add the reference “Cycle”, or you can pledge your donation 
to conan.lewis@gmail.com, or pay cash or cheque to Andy Fyall, Roger Ing or      
Conan Lewis. 

 

THANK YOU ! 
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A  LOCAL  ARTIST  WILL ACCEPT               

YOUR COMMISSIONS 

Alan Carling, a member of     

Stamford Methodist Church,                 
is a budding artist specialising in pet 

and family portraits and is ready to 
accept your commission. 

 

 

 He will charge a modest fee for the 
work which will go towards         

Stamford Methodist Church         
Mission Projects  

 

 

Currently these funds are supporting 
the Nixon Memorial Hospital in             

Sierra Leone as well as  Hopkins 
Hospital Alms Houses in Stamford. 

So, why not support the church 
and get a lovely portrait into the 

bargain ?  

  

It will make a great present ! 

 

Contact Alan by email : 

 

       alancarling14@gmail.com 

mailto:conan.lewis@gmail.com

