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Stamford Methodist Church and Circuit 

 An Act of Worship for Sunday 20th September 2020 

Theme: That’s not fair   

 

   

Hymn Come, all you vagabonds 

Come, all you vagabonds, 
Come all you ‘don’t belongs’ 
Winners and losers, 
Come, people like me. 
Come all you travellers 
Tired from the journey, 
Come wait a while, stay a while, 
Welcomed you’ll be. 

Come all you questioners 
Looking for answers, 
And searching for reasons 
And sense in it all; 
Come all you fallen, 
And come all you broken, 
Find strength for your body 
And food for your soul. 

Come to the feast, 
There is room at the table. 
Come let us meet in this place. 
With the King of all kindness 
Who welcomes us in, 
With the wonder of love, 
And the power of grace. 
The wonder of the love, 
And the power of grace. 

Come those who worry 
‘Bout houses and money, 
And all those who don’t have 
A care in the world; 
From every station 
And orientation, 
The helpless, the hopeless, 
The young and the old. 

Come all believers 
And dreamers and schemers, 
And come all you restless 
Just searching for home; 
Movers and shakers 
And givers and takers, 
The happy, the sad 
And the lost and alone. 

Come self-sufficient 
With wearied ambition, 
And come those who feel 
At the end of the road. 
Fiery debaters 
And religion haters, 
Accusers, abusers, 
The hurt and ignored. 

Stuart Townend, Mark Edwards & Phil Baggaley Copyright © 2011 Thankyou Music (Adm. by CapitolCMGPublishing.com 
excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook family, songs@integritymusic.com) 
 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them 

show it by their good life, by deeds done in the 

humility that comes from wisdom.   

James 3:13 
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Welcome 

May I wish you good morning and behalf of Stamford Methodist Church and Stamford Methodist 

circuit, welcome you to our act of worship, whether on line or via the printed sheets.  And as our 

opening song said; no matter who you are, where you are in your life, you are welcome.  There is 

room at God’s table for you because of his wonderful love for you and nothing can take that love 

away. 

 

My name is Sarah Atwell King and I am a member at SMC and I will be leading our act of worship this 

morning.  Today we are going to be considering what is the nature of God’s kingdom and what is 

expected us who are part of that kingdom. 

And we start as we offer our praise to God. 

Prayer of Praise 

We praise you, Lord, for all that you are, for creation that is yours, 

for its beauty and wonder, its diversity and richness 

Which reflects your genius. 

 

We praise you for your presence and comfort 

that swaddle us in your purity and enrich us with your abundance 

Which reflects your love. 

 

We praise you for your steadfastness 

that perseveres with us, faltering disciples and failing followers 

Which reflects your faithfulness in all things. 

 

We praise you that, day by day, you amaze and enrich us 

and reveal yourself in new and unexpected ways 

Which reflects your wisdom. 

 

We praise you for the gift of Jesus 

and the salvation which flows from his obedience 

Which reflects your mercy. 

 

For the wonder of love and the power of grace 

O Lord our God, you are indeed, 

to be highly praised.  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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Introduction to our reading and reflection 

We are about to hear the gospel reading set for today which will be read to us by Ruth Pryke who is a 

member of Stamford Methodist, is now our Church Children and Families Work enabler.  Our reading 

is that interesting parable of the workers in the vineyard – one which can be heard in so many 

different ways.  The challenge is always to listen with open ears to what God says to us rather than 

come with a set of preconceptions. 

Immediately after that reading, we are going to watch a children’s cartoon entitled That’s not Fair.  It 

is a children’s story but as I watched in, it raised all sorts of thoughts in my mind, as a commentary 

on our reading, from the child’s perspective of the world, particularly in the responses to be told 

‘No’. 

Reading:  Matthew 20 1-16 The parable of the workers in the vineyard 

‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers 
for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 

3 ‘About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the market-place doing 
nothing. 4 He told them, “You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.” 5 So they went. 

‘He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing. 6 About five 
in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, “Why have you 
been standing here all day long doing nothing?” 

7 ‘“Because no one has hired us,” they answered. 

‘He said to them, “You also go and work in my vineyard.” 

8 ‘When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, “Call the workers and pay 
them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.” 

9 ‘The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a denarius. 10 So 
when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also 
received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the 
landowner. 12 “These who were hired last worked only one hour,” they said, “and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.” 

13 ‘But he answered one of them, “I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a 
denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave 
you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I 
am generous?” 

16 ‘So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’ 
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Story (Cartoon)- That’s not fair by Gina and Mercer Mayer 

Sometimes things just aren’t fair. 

I had to make my bed.  That wasn’t fair. 

It’s just going to get messed up again. 

 

I wanted to give my sister a haircut but Mom said ‘No, you can’t’ 

So I gave my sisters doll a haircut instead. 

 

I wanted to eat watermelon in the living room but Mom made me go back into the kitchen 

That wasn’t fair 

 

We went to the mall to get me some new clothes. 

I didn’t want new clothes. 

I wanted to go to the toy shop, but Mom said ‘No’ 

I had to try on a pair of pants and a sweater. 

I wanted to go for an ice cream, but Mom said ‘We don’t have time’ 

So, I asked to go to the candy store instead 

We couldn’t do that either 

I didn’t get to do anything I wanted to do. 

It just wasn’t fair. 

 

Later I made a tent out of Mom’s bedspread 

Mom said ‘You have a tent outside’ 

I said ‘I don’t want to play outside’ 

I had to go outside anyway.  Was that fair? 

 

I found a skunk in the garden 

I wanted to bring him in the house to feed him. 

Mom and Dad screamed ‘No!’ 

That wasn’t fair. The skunk was hungry. 

 

Later Dad told me to give the dog a bath.  That wasn’t fair. 

My dog likes to be dirty. 

 

At dinner I ate all my carrots.  But I had to take the trash out anyway. 

I knew that wasn’t fair. 

 

Then I had to have a bath.  That wasn’t fair. 

I like to be dirty too. 

 

When I wanted to play with finger paints 

Dad said ‘Not now – you have just had a bath’ 

I yelled ‘That’s not fair’ 

Dad made me go to my room until I said sorry. 

 

I said sorry even though it wasn’t fair. 

I just wanted to watch TV. 

Mom and Date say that sometimes things just aren’t fair 

But there is one thing I know is fair………. 

 

I get to stay up later than my sister and brother every single night. 



5 | P a g e  
 

Brief comment 

So what did you think?  An amusing story, maybe some of you who are parents or carers of young 

people recognised some of those responses. 

 

When I first heard it, I started with a smile, I felt some sympathy for the parents. And then 

somewhere in the middle, I found myself thinking actually that isn’t so far from the way that I 

behave at times, especially when things aren’t going my way when I am prevented from doing what I 

think needs to be done.  Maybe not quite so openly shouting ‘it’s not fair’ but certainly by my 

behaviour and often inside my head expressing that thought. 

The workers in the vineyard were saying the same ‘That’s not fair’ because the owner did not behave 

in a way which suited their view of things and they didn’t want to look at it either from the 

perspective of the owner or indeed their fellow workers. 

And of course the person who is more entitled to say’ That’s not fair’ is God.  God who has provided 

us with everything, who has shown us the way to live in Jesus, who is available for us at any moment, 

who continues to be merciful no matter who we are.  And in return, what do we give God; a minute 

of our time in prayer, a glance at scripture, a moment of our time when it fits into our schedule.  But 

rather than objecting God patiently waits for our attention to turn to Him and when we do, He is 

there being all that we need. 

Hymn Amazing Grace 

Amazing grace (how sweet the sound) 

that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

was blind, but now I see. 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear 

the hour I first believed! 

Through many dangers, toils and snares 

I have already come: 

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

and grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to me, 

his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be 

as long as life endures. 

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 

and mortal life shall cease: 

I shall possess, within the veil, 

a life of joy and peace. 
John Newton (1725-1807) 
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Sermon: That’s not fair 

Introduction 

To understand our reading of the workers in the vineyard properly, I think we need to look back at 

the previous chapter in Matthew.  We are told how a rich young man (other gospels refer to him as a 

ruler) who goes away disappointed because Jesus has told him, that the only way for him to enter 

into God’s kingdom, is by selling his goods and giving away the proceeds.  And while this is addressed 

to the young man’s individual situation, Jesus goes on to talk about how riches and the things of this 

world, can hold us back from entering God’s kingdom. 

 

Simon Peter asks how can this be because he has already given up so much to follow Jesus and he 

receives a challenging response from Jesus about the cost of discipleship, followed by our story.   

To be clear, Jesus is not telling a story about worker’s rights or giving guidance on determining labour 

rates, he is telling a story to help us understand something of the nature of the kingdom of God, with 

the intention of challenging the ways we view our place in that kingdom.  In effect, he was saying to 

Simon Peter, you are looking at this the wrong way around. 

Unpick the story 

Jesus describes a scene which would have been familiar to those who heard him; day labourers who 

gather at first light in the market place, looking for employment in order to feed their family.  At the 

time of Jesus, those who did not have a trade or who did not own land to farm themselves, would 

earn an income by hiring out their labour on a daily basis which as you can imagine was a precarious 

business; in order to be employed there had to be a need, you had to be chosen over others seeking 

work and the remuneration was dependent on how many people were wishing to hire themselves 

out, the more people available, the lower the rates went.  This was not a secure form of employment 

and if you didn’t hire yourself out, then you and your family did not eat. 

 

Jesus takes this familiar situation to give us a kingdom perspective.  He tells the story of a landowner 

who needs people to work in his vineyard and he offers those he has selected, a denarius which was 

the sum necessary to feed a family for a day; a fair rate of pay for a day’s work. 

 

Now I am given to understand that labouring in a vineyard was hard work, at whatever stage of the 

process; planting, pruning, harvesting, and depending on the conditions, it wasn’t unusual for the 

owner to go out a second time in the day to bring in more labour.  But our landowner goes out again 

and again and again, each time sending workers into the vineyard with the promise that they would 

be paid what is right. 

 

It was unusual to go out at the end of the day and hire labourers, not least because of the quality of 

worker who were left.  Remember this wasn’t a labour employment by rota, each day the most fit 

and able would have been chosen first over those who were less physically able, and on the days 

when there were more labourers than work, some went without pay and the means to feed 

themselves.  And it no doubt becomes a vicious circle, when you can’t feed yourself, you are less 

physically able and so less desirable as a labourer and so on.  At the end of the day, only the dregs of 

the labour force were left. 

 

And yet our owner calls in those who are left at the end of the day and gives them the dignity of 

work and then he pays them a denarius; the pay for a day’s work.  Or from a kingdom perspective he 

pays them a denarius; sufficient to feed a family for a day.    That Jesus says is what the kingdom of 

God is like; the master of the kingdom provides for all who gather within it sufficient for their needs 

giving them a dignity and worth in doing so. 
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Generosity of God’s kingdom 

But the first hirers are not happy and do not see things in quite the same way – That’s not fair, they 

cry.  Not for these workers is any gladness that not only do they have the means to feed their family 

but also those who often go without, are being fed.  To them they have not been treated fairly 

because they have been paid the same for a longer period of work. 

 

But the landowner disagrees, he offered them a rate of pay which was right and he has kept his 

agreement with them, they have not lost out in any way from that agreement, nothing has been 

taken away from them.    And moreover, what right do the workers have to say about how God uses 

the resources of the kingdom. 

 

God’s kingdom, God’s rules and God’s promises – that all who enter into the kingdom will receive 

what they need in order to live fully.  God does not have a ‘one size fits all’ approach, but responses 

to each according to their need or their ability, both in the provision he makes for those who enter 

the kingdom and the labour he chooses to give them. 

 

That is the point that Jesus is making to Simon Peter, the kingdom of God is not about what it costs 

us to enter into it, but what we have received in return for entering in.  That God will restore us and 

make us whole, that God will give us dignity and value and He will provide all that we need to thrive 

in his kingdom.  And that applies to no matter who we are or what is going on in our lives.  We can 

reply on God’s generosity and abundance  

 

Perspective on what is fair 

In the story of the Prodigal Son in Luke’s gospel, Jesus makes a similar point.  The son who has 

wasted his inheritance, is welcomed home with great celebration but his older brother begrudges 

this, - ‘That not fair’ he says to his father, you haven’t given me a party and the father says I don’t 

need to celebrate because you have always been with me and I share everything with you.   

 

As human beings we have an idea of what is right and what is fair.  The trouble is that we can judge 

how things are from the wrong perspective when we look at things solely from our perspective and 

how they impact on us rather than considering their impact on others. 

In both the story of the labourers in the vineyard and the Prodigal Son, Jesus is reminding us that as 

kingdom dwellers, we should not so much be looking from our personal perspective but from the 

wider perspective of God who is concerned, not simply with meeting my needs, or your needs, but 

meeting the needs of all His people.  And if God is meeting our needs, we should not trouble 

ourselves with how God is responding to other peoples needs.  We should not be comparing what is 

happening with us to what is happening with them although we should be celebrating that all can be 

fulfilled in Gods kingdom. 

The trouble is that human nature kicks in, human nature which can be childlike in its tenacity and 

determination to get what it wants, as well as its fickleness in changing its mind about what it wants.  

How many times have you been content with one thing, until you see that someone has something 

better, your car is perfectly fine until your neighbour gets the one with heated seats, your phone was 

perfectly fine until you realised what other people were able to do with theirs, you were looking 

forward to that holiday until someone told you about the more exotic location they were going to 

(well not at the moment maybe – but you take my point). 

As kingdom dwellers, we need to be honest about our nature and recognise that often we approach 

situations and people from the wrong perspective and we need to allow God to change that 

perspective, accepting Gods wisdom to show us, not how things are to us, but how things truly are.  
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Gods perspective – take on the character of God 

And that can only be done when we allow God to guide our thoughts and our actions. 

 

As Andy reminded us last week, God forgave us and, in that forgiveness, we find freedom.  But in 

receiving that forgiveness, something needs to change within us, moulding us into kingdom dwellers 

who are reflections of the Lord of that kingdom. 

We live in a country which is run on the principle of equality for all.  By equality I mean ensuring that 

every individual has an equal opportunity to make the most of their lives and abilities, that no one 

should have lesser opportunities because of the way they were born, where they come from, what 

they believe, or whether they have a disability and that systems should be in place to ensure that 

happens.  And our character, our values are very much determined by those principles of equality 

and the times that we are not satisfied with how people are being cared about are usually because 

those principles are important to us.  And we reject aspects of other societies, and indeed whole 

societies which do not conform those principles that people are treated with equality. 

In the same way as Christians, who form part of the kingdom of God, our principles and outlook need 

to be formed by the principles of that Kingdom. It is not enough to say the principles of this country 

have their basis in Christian thought. 

Our principles for living must flow from the character of God who can be found in the stories of the 

Bible; God who is loving and merciful and does not treat us as our behaviour deserves.   God who is 

faithful and constant, whose promises can be depended upon.  God who delights when we place our 

lives in his Hands.   

Conclusion 

There is an abundance in Gods mercy which has infinite capacity because God loves us as his 

creation and wants to draw all people into his kingdom.  To enter into Gods kingdom is to trust in 

Gods provision for us and to allow that relationship to change our perspective so that Gods wishes 

and not ours are our guide in all that we do.   

And maybe the true test of that is the ‘That’s not fair’ test.  When it isn’t the first thought when 

things don’t go our way, but is our thought when we see sisters and brothers suffering in some way 

and want to respond.  

 

Prayer confession 

Loving God, all the world belongs to you 

Forgive us that so often we live as if the world belongs to us 

That its resources and its opportunities are for our benefit only. 

 

Help us to learn how to use the things of your world with wisdom and humility 

And to be aware of the needs of others, not just our own desires 

 

When we are daunted by worries about the future 

Inspire us by your Spirit to learn how to live hopefully. 

Move us, in all the people we meet and all the situations that we encounter 

To allow your Spirit to guide our actions and our words 

That we may be worthy of You and the Kingdom you welcome us into.   AMEN 
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Hymn: Christ be in my waking 

Christ be in my waking, 
As the sun is rising, 
In my day of working, 
With me every hour. 
Christ be in my resting, 
As the day is ending, 
Calming and refreshing, 
Watching through the night. 
 

Christ be in my thinking, 
And my understanding, 
Guarding me from evil, 
Walking in the light. 
Christ be in my speaking, 
Every word a blessing, 
Pure and not deceiving, 
Grace to all who hear. 

Jesus, this is my devotion: 
All my life to know You, 
Every day to walk with You. 
Saviour, You’re my deepest longing, 
You’re the One I live for, 
Teach me, Lord, to walk with You. 

 

Christ be in my gladness 
For the joy of living, 
Thankful for the goodness 
Of the Father’s hand. 
Christ be in my sorrow, 
In my day of darkness, 
Knowing that I follow 
In the steps He trod. 

Christ when hope has faded, 
Nothing left to cling to, 
Every pleasure jaded, 
Every well is dry. 
Christ the loving Shepherd 
Draws me with His kindness, 
Leads me from the desert 
To the streams of life. 
 

Stuart Townend & Simon Brading Copyright © 2011 

Thankyou Music (Adm. by CapitolCMGPublishing.com 

excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integrity Music, part of the 

David C Cook family, songs@integritymusic.com) 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Blessing 

Invite to talk to Andy 

Hymn Brother, sister let me serve you 

Brother, sister, let me serve you; 

let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that I may have the grace to 

let you be my servant too. 

 

We are pilgrims on a journey, 

and companions on the road; 

we are here to help each other 

walk the mile and bear the load. 

 

I will hold the Christlight for you 

in the nighttime of your fear; 

I will hold my hand out to you, 

speak the peace you long to hear. 

 

I will weep when you are weeping; 

when you laugh I'll laugh with you; 

I will share your joy and sorrow, 

till we've seen this journey through. 

 

When we sing to God in heaven, 

we shall find such harmony, 

born of all we've known together 

of Christ's love and agony. 

 

Brother, sister, let me serve you; 

let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that l may have the grace to 

let you be my servant too. 


