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Pastoral Letter 
Dear friends, 
 
As I write this letter much of the talk in the media is about coming home.  In about 25 
minutes from now (i.e., when I am writing) we will witness the semi final of the Euro 2020 
tournament between England and Denmark.  At the end of 90 minutes on Sunday 11th July 
(or 120 minutes or 120 minutes plus penalties) we will know whether or not football is     
actually coming home. 
 
As I said, there is much talk about coming home and Jesus had something to say about that 
too in his parable described as either the prodigal Son, the Lost Son or the Waiting Father.  I 
wonder which ‘title’ you prefer and why.  Answers welcome! 
 
For me the image on the front cover (‘The Return of the Prodigal’ by Rembrandt) tells all of 
the varied emotions in the story far more than any commentary could.  The son is kneeling 
in humble unworthiness, the father is welcoming and the elder son is looking on around a 
corner as if he can’t bear to watch.  All very real. All that said, the son is home where he   
belongs within his father’s embrace. 
 
And as I write we are awaiting the easing of Covid restrictions which, by the time you read 
this letter, will probably have moved us from legal restraints to personal responsibility in 
seeking to limit the spread of the virus.  I hope that the easing encourages more and more of 
us to return home to the fellowship of God’s people in church for worship, sharing and so 
much more.   
 
Are you coming home? The Circuit Ministry Team are waiting to welcome you, but more 
importantly, God your Father longs to embrace you where you belong within the fellowship 
gathered for worship, prayer and to share the Good News of Christ. 
 
All are welcome.  Who will you bring home to God’s love? 
 
With every blessing, 
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Pray without Ceasing August 2021                                                                                                                        

 

Suggestions for each day of the month. A few spaces have been left for your                  
own concerns. 

 

1.   For people with Birthdays or Anniversaries this month 

2.   Andy & Helen, Hannah & Matthew 

3.   Thurlby Chapel 

4.   Uppingham Church 

5.   Rev Ruth Charlesworth 

6.   Barn Hill Church 

7.   Bourne Chapel 

8.   Rev William Booker 

9.   Those who would usually use our premises on Mondays 

10. Those who would usually use our premises on Tuesdays 

11. Those who would usually use our premises on Wednesdays 

12. Deepings Church 

13. Empingham Chapel 

14. For all those who are struggling in life 

15. Rev Bekkie Wright Probationer Minister 

16. Ketton Chapel 

17. Oakham Church 

18. Phil Jones Circuit Mission Enabler 

19. Those who would usually use our premises on Thursdays 

20. Those who would usually use our premises on Fridays 

21. Those who would usually use our premises on Saturday 

22. ** 

23. Ryhall Chapel 

24. Luke Denley - as he moves on 

25. For our fellowships as we adjust to a new ‘normal’ 

26. Our Supernumerary Ministers & Local Preachers 

27. ** 

28. Circuit Administrator Rowan 

29. All who care about our environment and climate 

30. Circuit Officers 

31. Our young people starting college or university 

 

Any suggestions or requests please let Nina Rawlins know on 01780 753649 or          
email ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk
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Circuit staff changes 
 

As I write for this newsletter we are preparing to bid a fond farewell to Luke Denley who 
has served Stamford Methodist Church and Circuit as Youth Outreach Worker since       
September 2011.  We wish Luke, Jo, Elias and Isaiah God’s blessing for all that the future 
holds as we thank Luke for his ministry among us. 
 
We have said farewell to Sarah Lamb who is now preparing for ministry as Probationer 
Minister in the North Fylde Circuit.  Rev’d Sarah, God bless you in all that God has in 
store for you.  Our prayers are with you, Matthew, Katie and Andrew. 
 
We are in the process of seeking a new Children, Family and Youth Work Enabler for the 
Circuit and your thoughts and prayers for the right person to be appointed to this important 
role of mission and ministry are appreciated. 
 
The circuit Invitations Committee are hard at work preparing for the stationing of ministers 
for 2022 as the Stamford Circuit seek a Superintendent Minister to carry on the work of 
mission, ministry and outreach which is the hallmark of this circuit.  Please pray for them 
and for the Connexional Stationing Committee as they seek to match ministers with          
circuits appropriately. 

Reflection 
Friends 

A reflection 
 

What is a friend?  I will tell you. 
It is a person with whom you dare to be yourself. 

Your soul can be naked with a friend. 
A friend seems to ask of you to put on nothing, only to be what you are. 

A friend does not want you to be better or worse. 
When you are with a friend, you feel as a prisoner feels 

Who has been declared innocent. 
You do not have to be on your guard. 

You can say what you think, so long as it is genuinely you. 
A friend understands those contradictions in your nature 

That lead others to misjudge you. 
With a friend you can breathe freely. 

You can avow your little vanities and envies and hates and vicious sparks, 
Your meannesses and absurdities and, 

In opening them up to a friend, they are lost, 
Dissolved on the white ocean of loyalty. 

A friend understands. 
You do not have to be careful. 
A friend?  What is a friend? 

Just one, I repeat, with whom you dare to be yourself. 
 

C Raymond Beran 
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Sensing God Through The Poets: Emily Bronte 

 

Born in 1818, Emily Bronte is known best for her only novel “Wuthering Heights” but 
was also an established poet. Emily was the second youngest of six siblings, her father 
employed as a curate. After being withdrawn from school where conditions were            
extremely harsh, Emily was educated at home by her father and aunt.  She was a great    
animal lover and befriended stray dogs that wandered around. At 17 years of age Emily 
attended Roe Head Girls School but left after a few months mostly through homesickness. 
At 20 yrs of age she became a teacher but the 17 hour days and lack of freedom took their 
toll and Emily returned home once again. Sister Charlotte wrote later that “liberty was the 
breath of Emily’s nostrils, without it she perished”. Emily’s closest friend was her sister 
Ann and together they shared a fantasy world called Gondal which they both wrote about. 
It is said Emily’s dog Keeper was a faithful friend and Emily would delight in showing 
him off to visitors, making him frantic or making him roar loudly like a lion.  In later 
years Emily rarely left home except to go to church or walk the Yorkshire moors which 
she loved. Emily died aged 30 in 1848 and has often been characterized as a devout, albeit 
unauthodox Christian and a “mystic of the moors”. 

 

High Waving Heather 

 

High waving heather ‘neath stormy blasts bending 

Midnight and moonlight and bright shining stars 

Darkness and glory rejoicingly blending 

Earth rising to heaven and heaven descending 

Man’s spirit away from it’s drear dungeon sending 

Bursting the fetters and breaking the bars. 

 

All down the mountain sides wild forest lending 

One mighty voice to the life giving wind 

Rivers their banks in the jubilee rending 

Fast through the valleys a reckless course wending 

Wider and deeper their waters extending 

Leaving a desolate desert behind. 

 

Shining and lowering and swelling and dying 

Changing for ever from midnight to noon 

Roaring like thunder like soft music sighing 

Shadows on shadows advancing and flying 

Lightning bright flashes the deep gloom defying 

Coming as swiftly and fading as soon.   

 

Beryl Teasdale 
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Lord, 
As I listen to the sounds of birdsong, 
Feel the breeze on my face, 
And see the awesome majesty of your       
creation all around, 
It is as if times stands still 
And yesterday and today converge 
In the here and now. 
 
That sweet sound  
Borne on the air 
Is as timeless as eternity, 
As fresh now as on the day 
Of its creation. 
 
And then she flies, 
Ascending the heights above, 
Moving on,  
Free from the ties of earth. 
 
What ties hold me, Lord? 
What past injuries and failures 
Chain me down? 
What is there within 
Which begs to be unlocked? 
O Lord, 
What weary praise  
Can I offer to you today? 
 

I praise you for time to think, 
A brief pause to recall Your love for me. 
 
I praise you for time to wait 
And receive a fresh inspiration  
Of Your Spirit. 
I praise you for a moment to unload 
Past problems, present pain 
And future fears. 
 
Free me, Lord, 
To sing Your praise, 
To lift Your load 
Instead of mine. 
 
Free me, Lord, 
To be, to just be – 
And in simply being 
Let me sense Your enfolding 
That I may be bound again 
To Your freedom. 
 
Andy Fyall, On Froggatt Edge, 13.2.06 

Pause for thought: Freedom 
FREEDOM 

 
‘… the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the       

glorious freedom of the children of God.’ 
Romans 8: 21 

Prayer Handbooks for the coming year 

These are being prepared as usual and will be available from the 
beginning of September. I am not sure of the price but it will be 
about the same as this year. Rev J Dowding (01780 481430) will 
obtain some for Stamford so if you require one will you please   
confirm this with her a.s.a.p. If you need a large print one you 
need to let her know this as well. 

Margaret Stones will obtain them for the rest of the Circuit. If you 
had one this year I  assume you will want to continue receiving it 
for the coming year. If you wish to cancel or if you wish to begin 
getting it please let Margaret know. Again, large print copies must be requested in advance. 

 Tel 01572 823626 
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Matters from the Methodist Conference 2021 
 
Conference confirms resolutions on marriage and relationships 
Following prayerful consideration by the whole Church, the Methodist Conference has    
voted to confirm provisional resolutions on the principles or qualities of good                        
relating, understanding of cohabitation and same sex marriages conducted on Methodist 
premises or by Methodist office-holders. 
In short, the Methodist Conference broadened its view of marriage and affirmed marriage as 
being understood in two ways.  One is that it is a relationship between a man and a woman 
only and the other that it is a relationship between two people.   
 
There are conscience clauses written into the Methodist Church procedures which enable us 
to live with ‘contradictory convictions’ whereby local churches may decide whether or not 
to allow same sex marriages on their premises and ministers may decide whether or not 
conscience allows them to preside at marriages of same sex couples.  Where a church or 
minister declines to do so they will be bound to direct enquiring couples to a Methodist 
church / minister who feels able to do so. 
 
A report on marriage and relationships, ‘God in Love Unites Us’, was received by the     
Conference in 2019 and the local District Synods were asked to consider the provisional 
resolutions and report back to this year’s Conference which is being held this week in      
Birmingham.  The Conference received a report on the results of the local conferring which 
showed that 29 out of the 30 Synods confirmed support for the provisional resolutions. 

The Revd Sonia Hicks, President of the Conference, prayed ahead of the main debate on 
Wednesday morning in Birmingham, asking that the Conference’s “words may be imbibed 
with your grace, with tenderness from on high.” 
A range of views were expressed on the resolutions, in particular on cohabitation and same 
sex marriages. The Revd Dr Jonathan Hustler, spoke to the Conference acknowledging the 
“depth of feeling, pain and anxiety that there is” with a commitment to work across the 
Connexion with District Chairs to heal divisions. 
Speakers called for unity going ahead irrespective of the decision. Other speakers spoke of 
the acceptance of diversity that younger Church members have for each other with younger 
speakers relating their own lived experience as Christians from the LGBTQI+ community. 
Another representative asked that the Church does not ostracise those who oppose the        
introduction of same-sex marriages in the Church, saying the great majority of these people 
are trying to be faithful to Scripture as they see it. 
The Methodist Church included other denominations and Methodist Churches across the 
world in the process of listening and consultation, with written submissions from              
ecumenical partners to the ‘God In Love Unites Us’ report and workshops with global 
Methodist partners. 
Following the vote on the provisional resolutions the President of the Conference, Revd 
Sonia Hicks, said: "The debate today and our wider conversation has been conducted with 
grace and mutual respect. As we move forward together after this historic day for our 
Church, we must remember to continue to hold each other in prayer, and to support each 
other respecting our differences." 
 
 
 

Continued... 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/21969/conf-2021-59-marriage-and-relationships-provisional-resolutions-updated.pdf#page=24
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/21969/conf-2021-59-marriage-and-relationships-provisional-resolutions-updated.pdf#page=26
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/21969/conf-2021-59-marriage-and-relationships-provisional-resolutions-updated.pdf#page=26
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/worship/singing-the-faith-plus/seasons-and-themes/themes/god-in-love-unites-us/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/conference-live-stream/
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The Revd Sonia Hicks and Mrs Barbara  Easton  

President and Vice President of the Conference  

E-mail: panvp@methodistchurch.org.uk  

 Methodist Church House 

 25 Marylebone Road 

  London NW1 5JR 

 +44 (0) 20 7486 5502 (enquiries)   enquiries@methodistchurch.org.uk   www.methodist.org.uk 

 registered charity no 1132208 

 1 July 2021  

Dear Friends  

  
We wished to take this opportunity to write to you after the Conference voted on the   

resolutions contained in the marriage and relationships report.   

  
We very much appreciate that these decisions will stir up many different emotions for 

our siblings across the Connexion. There will be some who will be deeply hurt and      

others who will rejoice by what has been decided.   

 

Our Presidential theme this year is God’s Table: An Invitation for All, and God’s invitation 

is for every single one of us. The Methodist Church has held tension for many years and 

as a Church and a family, we must do all we can to live with contradictory convictions.   

  

This work was first reflected on back in 1992 and we have been on this journey          

together since that point. During the past years we have continued to listen to and to 

pray for each other and remaining true to what God is saying to us. We must remember 

in all this, to continue to hold each other in prayer, and to support each other as we find 

a way forward, respecting our differences.   

  

It is perhaps helpful to remember that there are other issues, some of them discussed 

at the Conference, on which we hold differing and sometimes strong opinions. We live 

with them and we do not allow them to impair our communion with each other. We     

respect each other’s consciences, we exercise judgment in when to speak and when to 

be silent, and we hold one another in prayer. We do all this not for our own sake but for 

the sake of Christ and the sake of the world which urgently needs to know the power of 

Christ’s reconciling love.   

  

Our prayer for you, beloved siblings, is that in joy or sorrow, in pain or excitement, we 

might continue to live within that reconciling love.  

            
The Revd Sonia Hicks                                          Mrs Barbara Easton  
President of the Conference                             Vice-President of the Conference      

Continued... 
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Continued... 

Conference agrees to raise the number of members who form a local church to twelve. 
Among the many other issues discussed at the Conference, the issue of the size of a local 
church was discussed.  As a result, it was agreed that no local church can form a trustee 
body (i.e., Church Council) if their membership is less than 12. 
 
The idea is not that those churches should cease to exist but that they be freed from the      
necessity of having to form their own governance body.  In short, churches who fall into 
this category will need to affiliate themselves with a larger church in the circuit.  The hope 
and prayer is that thus released from governance the local members will be freed for local 
mission and growth.  Of course, should a church increase its membership beyond the       
critical number of 12 they will be able to form their own Church Council again. 
 
This will impact two of our local churches, namely Empingham and Ryhall, and I will be 
having conversations with them and their ministers in due course to help them discern the 
way forward. 
 
Further information about the Methodist Conference can be found here: 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/ 

EPWORTH PILGRIM. 

 

I will be walking around 85 miles on a pilgrimage from Ryhall to Epworth (birth place of 
the Wesleys) starting Aug 16th.  Would you like to sponsor me? Half of the money I raise 
will be going towards our chapel renovations, and half towards our Circuit charity this 
year ‘Christians against Poverty’. 

It is really easy to sponsor me through the church's GOFUNDME account – just put in 
this link: 

https://gofund.me/3f4ee6b7  

You should be able to follow my videos for each day on our Circuit Facebook page or on 
YouTube if you put in EPWORTH PILGRIM and the date.  

You could also join me at the Old Rectory, Epworth (near Doncaster) on Saturday August 
21st around 12.30 with food for a garden picnic, followed by an outdoor service where we 
can sing, and then a guided tour of the Old Rectory (price £6.50). If you want to come on 
the tour, please tell me by Monday Aug 9th, so I can book. 

 

William Booker (williambooker10@gmail.com   Tel: 01778 380195) 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/
https://gofund.me/3f4ee6b7
mailto:williambooker10@gmail.com
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Please share this with the office     

holders and members of your Church 

and Circuit. This can be read online 

and downloaded from 

www.methodist.org.uk/conference 

Conference Business Digest A report for     

local churches about the business of the 

2021 Methodist Conference 

The 2021 Methodist Conference, held in      

Birmingham and online: Presbyteral  Session 

24-25 June; Representative Session 26 June 

– 1 July.   

www.methodist.org.uk/conference2021 

Election and Induction of the President and 

Vice-President 

On Saturday 26 June the Revd Sonia Hicks 

was elected and inducted as President of the 

Conference and Barbara Easton as              

Vice-President. In her Conference address Mrs 

Hicks focused on her theme for the year, 

“God’s Table: An Invitation for All”, reflecting 

on the racism and marginalisation she and 

her family have experienced and how the 

Church can respond to injustice and division 

in society today. The Vice-President, Barbara 

Easton, drew on her experience as a quilter to      

address the Conference on a range of issues 

including on diversity, the environment and 

ecumenical relations. 

You can read the President’s address in full 

here: The President’s Address to the           

Methodist Conference 2021 

You can read the Vice-President’s address in 

full here: The Vice-President’s Address to the 

Methodist Conference 2021 

Reception into Full Connexion 
During Conference worship, 22 presbyters and 

three deacons were received into Full Connex-

ion on Sunday 27 June, along with four presby-

ters by transfer and one presbyter by rein-

statement. Later that day, ordination services 

took place in five churches in the vicinity of 

Birmingham.  

The Conference rejoiced that those          

ordinands who had been received into Full 

Connexion online at the 2020 Conference 

were ordained in six venues across the 

Connexion on the preceding weekend 

Education Strategy 

The Revd Dr Roger Walton introduced the 

report, ‘Transforming Lives’: A schools’ Ed-

ucation Strategy for the Methodist 

Church’, which outlines the strategy for 

Methodist schools for the next ten years. 

The Conference: 

 Affirmed those who work and          

volunteer to support education; 

 Urged Circuits to audit local schools 

regularly as part of their mission; 

 Encouraged Districts to appoint     

District Education Officers; 

 Invited young people to consider     

education as a vocation and Circuits 

to support them; 

 Encourages Circuits and churches to 

recruit governors for local schools; 

 Asked Circuits and Districts to      

sponsor new Methodist schools 

where appropriate. 

 

The Conference also agreed to: 

 Maintain and extend Methodist       

engagement with schools; 

 Pursue educational excellence; 

 Develop a confident Methodist ethos 

and working together with local    

partnerships including local heritage 

sites; 

 Prioritise areas of need. 

 

 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/conference
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/presidency/the-presidents-and-vice-presidents-addresses-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/the-presidents-address-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/presidency/the-presidents-and-vice-presidents-addresses-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/the-presidents-address-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/presidency/the-presidents-and-vice-presidents-addresses-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/the-presidents-address-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/presidency/the-presidents-and-vice-presidents-addresses-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/the-vice-presidents-address-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/presidency/the-presidents-and-vice-presidents-addresses-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/the-vice-presidents-address-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-conference/conference-2021/presidency/the-presidents-and-vice-presidents-addresses-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/the-vice-presidents-address-to-the-methodist-conference-2021/
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Methodist Church House 

The Conference received a report from the   

Methodist Council, which updated the              

Conference on the work that had been             

undertaken so far in relation to Methodist 

Church House. It heard that, in the light of the 

significant change of circumstances since the 

decision had been made to rebuild Methodist 

Church House, the Council had agreed to             

discontinue the proposed redevelopment.         

Instead, the Council now recommended that 

Methodist Church House be sold, with the      

proceeds of the sale used for alternative office 

accommodation for the Connexional Team in 

London. Under the terms of the required Charity 

Commission Scheme for the Centenary Hall 

Trust, the Conference confirmed the decision to 

sell Methodist Church House. 

 

Deliverance Ministry 

The Conference adopted interim guidelines for 

deliverance ministry, brought by the Methodist 

Council and the Faith and Order Committee. 

The Faith and Order Committee is undertaking 

some further theological reflection on deliver-

ance ministry which will be presented to the 

2022 Conference. The guidelines include the         

safeguards that such ministry should only be        

undertaken within a liturgical framework, 

should never be undertaken by only one per-

son, should not be used for people under 18 

years old, and should not be used in an attempt 

to change a recipient’s sexual orientation or 

gender identity. 

 

The Conference appointed a Connexional Panel 

on Deliverance Ministry which will have, 

amongst other things, oversight of this ministry, 

training materials, appointing of practioners. 

The Panel will also act as an advisory body for 

deliverance ministry in the Methodist Church, 

particularly for District Chairs who will be the 

point of contact for those recommended for 

training. Feedback on the guidance is being 

sought:  

guidancefeedback@methodistchurch.org.uk 

 

Climate Change and Fossil Fuels 

The joint Advisory Committee on the Ethics of 

investment (JACEI) reported to the Conference 

on the further work undertaken in respect of  

Investment in fossil fuels. In the light of the 

this further work, JACEI has advised the      

Central Finance Board to disinvest from a 

number of companies, which are believed not 

to be aligned with the Paris Agreement goals. 

 

Holy Communion and online worship 

The Conference agreed to adopt a three year 

peiod of active discernment on the issue of 

Holy Communion and online worship,  during 

which churches will be encouraged “with     

reverence and joy, to a time of discernment, 

both experiencing and reflecting upon what it 

might mean to celebrate the Lord’s Supper 

online and to use this as an opportunity to   

discuss the issues raised in our churches 

thereby deepening our understanding of our 

life together.” 

 

In adopting the proposed period of                

discernment (beginning 0n 1 September 

2021), the Conference commended the report 

to Districts and Circuits for study and            

reflection, and invited feedback. 

 

Reflective Supervision 

The Conference adopted the Reflective         

Supervision Policy for ordained minsters in the 

active work and those in designated lay roles 

within the Methodist church. A review of the 

implementation of the policy, including its     

extension to relevant lay roles, is to be brought 

to the Conference of 2026. 

 

The Conference thanked the Revd Dr Jane 

Leach, making her final report as Connexional 

Director of Supervision, for her work in this   

area. 

 

Ministry in the Methodist Church 

Afer a period of consultation and feedback on 

the draft Statement, the Conference adopted 

Ministry in the Methodist Church as a          

considered Statement of the judgement of the 

Conference. 

 

Alongside the formal Statement, the changing 

patterns of Ministry report considered the life 

of the Church in respect of the context of     

ministry, for those who are lay and ordained, 

and some of the practical considerations and 

challenges connected with that. 
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The Conference adopted the recommendation 

that the office of Local Lay-Pastor be established 

with the Ministries Committee directed to          

establish details of the scope of the role, its     

training and licensing. The Conference also 

adopted a new understanding of itinerancy as a 

Characteristic of ministry in the Methodist 

Church, directing that this be brought to the      

attention of all candidates and probationers. 

Some aspects of the stationing matching process 

will also be reviewed and to ensure there is a 

clear process for enabling some presbyters to 

serve in local, pioneer and specific cultural or 

language appointments. 

 

The Ministries Committee is to produce a          

resource detailing guidance for “good endings” 

to help manage Church relationships when           

appointments end. 

 

Budget 

In presenting the budget, the Connexional    

Treasurer, the Revd Tim Swindell and the         

Director of Finance and Resources, Matt         

Tattersall, told the Conference that there is a   

deficit in the pension scheme and a fall in        

income over the previous year which has led the 

budget to be further revised. Mr Swindell told the 

Conference that “The Church is full of tired     

people and we all need them to recover. We are 

right to be ambitious but we don’t have limitless 

people or resources.” 

 

The Conference adopted a resolution asking for 

churches, Circuits and Districts to give, according 

to their ability, towards a target of 15% of their 

reserves to address the pension defecit. It    

adopted a budget which is based on a reduction 

in the District Assessment of 1% in 2021/2022. 

 

Oversight and Trusteeship 

The Conference reaffirmed the our calling vision 

statement, which was launched 21 years ago, 

and adopted it as the primary strategic driver for 

the Church’s work. 

 

The Conference adopted resolutions that rise the 

minimum size of a local church to 12 members 

from 6 with churches being asked to examine 

creative ways of working with other local     

churches so they are not over burdened with 

Matters of trusteeship; and directed that 

work continues towards the creation of a 

Connexional Council as the connexional 

trustee body, and to replace the Methodist 

Council as the connexional trustee body, 

and to replace the Methodist Council and 

strategy and Resources Committee. 

Work to review the consultation of the 

Conference and its ways of working will 

carry on in the coming year with a report 

coming before the 2022 Conference. 

 

A Task Group for Regional and District 

Structure Planning will be set up with the 

aim of reconfiguring the district structure 

more appropriately. 

 

Marriage and Relationships 

A report on marriage and relationships, 

‘God in Love Unites Us’, was received by 

the Conference in 2019 and the District 

Synods were asked to consider the         

provisional resolutions and report back to 

the 2021 Conference. The Conference   

received a report on the results of the   

Synod votes (which showed that 29 out of 

the 30 Synods confirmed support for the 

provisional resolutions) and on the range 

of views expressed in the Synods and by 

ecumenical and overseas partners. 

 

The Conference confirmed provisional   

resolutions on the principles or qualities of 

good relating, understanding of                

cohabitation and same sex marriages   

conducted on Methodist premises of by 

Methodist office-holders. 

 

The Theology of Safeguarding 

The Conference adopted The Theology of 

Safeguarding and commended it for study 

and reflection throughout the Connexion. 

The report explores the theological roots 

of safeguarding, how theological thinking 

is used, the failure to challenge               

inappropriate and unacceptable              

behaviour, how churches can welcome 

people who have experienced abuse,   

grappling with power and forgiveness and 

change. It also explores spiritual abuse 

and the trauma of abuse and       
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Acknowledges how the Methodist Church has 

cause to repent, seek forgiveness and take       

responsibility for past actions. 

 

Notices of Motion 

The Conference expressed its concern and      

support for campaigns in the following areas: 

 Changes to the Social Care system and 

the work led by Methodist Homes (MHA) to 

#FixCareForAll; 

 The situation in Mayanmar; 

 The recent cuts to the foreign aid budget; 

 The change to the immigration rules,     

particularly as they impact refugees; 

 Climate justice as we approach the COP26 

climate change conference in November. 

 

All We Can 

In the All We Can report to the Conference, the 

Methodist Relief and Development charity     

detailed its work. 

 

Since September 2019 All WE Can has had a 

transformational and measureable impact     

upon the lives of 2139, 4775 people and has         

partnered 22 local organisations in six         

countries. Due to the overwhelming impact of 

COVID-19 an All We Can’s local partners, a     

significant portion of the charity’s workload was 

spent responding to this on going emergency 

situation. All We Can’s long term development 

partners and other local organisations were 

supported to pivot their programmes to assist 

communities in coping with the impact of     

COVID-19 

 

Methodist Ministers’ Housing Society 

The Conference received a report from         

Methodist Ministers’ Housing Society, which set 

out the activities of the Society in the last year. 

The Conference asked that collaborative       

conversations take place to consider how the 

covenant relationship between the Church and 

its supernumeraries and their widowed     

spouses can be expressed fully and                

appropriately in the housing of                         

supernumeraries, and to bring                        

recommendations to the Council. 

 

Methodist Women in Britain 

The Conference received a presentation 

form Methodist Women in Britain, which 

marked the tenth anniversary since the 

group was established. They shared the 

highlights of their work over the past ten 

years. 

 

3Generate 

3Generate, the annual  Children and  Youth 

Assembly of the Methodist Church took a 

different form to 2020 and became 3       

Generate365, a year round process of       

engagement with children and young people 

in their local setting to enable them to listen 

to God, discern what God is saying, deepen 

their faith and be confident in being         

evangelists sharing their faith with others. 

The Conference reaffirmed the importance 

of hearing the voices of children and young 

people in discerning future direction, and 

directed that there is such consultation 

when revising strategic policies. 

 

Strategy for Justice, Dignity and Solidarity 

The Conference adopted a far-reaching 

strategy for Justice, Dignity and Solidarity, 

which will see ”a profound change in the   

culture, practices and attitudes of the    

Methodist Church.” As it is rolled out, the 

strategy will support Methodists with issues 

of equality, diversity and inclusion, with the 

aim of becoming a  church in which God’s 

unconditional love is expressed in words and 

actions where all people are able to play 

their part. 

 

The strategy’s recommendations include a 

celebration of the richness of the Church’s 

diversity and opportunities to learn more of, 

and to be changed by, God through           

encounter with each other  across the 

Church. 

Comprehensive training on topics of racism, 

gender, disability and LGBT+ awareness will 

be mandatory for anyone in a leadership 

role. The strategy will also introduce moves 

to ensure that the leadership of the Church 

reflects the diversity of its membership. A 

series of structures, processes and practices 

will be put in place to ensure that people are 

treated with justice and dignity and that the  
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Discipline of the Methodist Church is upheld in 

the face of discrimination; preventing,              

challenging and redressing all behaviours which 

are discriminatory or belittling. 

 

Ecumenical Matters 

The Ecumenical report to the Methodist            

Conference detailed how the global pandemic 

has seen already existing good relationships with    

ecumenical partners, in most cases, grow     

stronger as we have continued to share              

experience and expertise in support of one        

another. 

 

The Revd Helen Cameron has served as           

Moderator elect of the Free Churches Group 

from April 2021 and will become Moderator in 

April 2022. 

 

The Conference received the report of the joint 

Covenant Advocacy and Monitoring Group, which 

proposed that a new, successor, group be          

established, to be named Life in Covenant. The 

Conference approved the terms of reference for 

the new group and appointed the Revd Ruth Gee 

as its Methodist co-Chair. 

 

Memorials 

Memorials are messages from Circuit meetings 

and District Synods to the Conference. They play 

a vital part in enabling the Conference to hear 

and to respond to concerns from across the             

connexion. This year, the Conference considered 

and replied to 44 memorials on topics including 

marriage and relationships, online communion, 

oversight and trusteeship, local preachers’      

training, finances and the pandemic, fossil fuels, 

and equality, diversity and inclusion. 

 

Israel Palestine 

In response to four memorials which were          

received on the subject of the Kairos Palestine 

statement ‘Cry for Hope’, the Conference         

commended the document for study, whilst       

acknowledging the complexity of the situation. 

The Conference also adopted the reply to           

memorials presented to the 2020 Conference, 

and which were referred to the Methodist     

Council for full consideration. 

Conversion Therapy 

The Conference received a memorial      

calling for a ban on Conversion Therapy in 

any form. The Conference agreed to       

support and adopt the ’Memorandum of 

Understanding on Conversion Therapy in 

the UK’ definition of conversion therapy, to 

call on all Methodists to refuse to offer or 

participate in offering conversion therapy in 

any form. The Conference directed the 

Methodist Council to consider, draft and 

publish a policy on ’Conversion Therapy’, 

called on the UK Government to ban the 

practise without further delay, and to     

consider further the most appropriate way 

in which to engage with HM Government on 

this issue.  

 

President and Vice-President designated 

for 2022-2023 

The Conference designated the Revd     

Graham Thompson to be President of the 

Methodist Conference 2022/2023 

 

Appointments 

The Conference made a number of          

appointments and reappointments,         

including: 

The Revd Michaela Youngson as Assistant 

Secretary of the Conference for a period of 

six years from 1 September 2021. 

The Revd Dr Janet Corlett as Chair for the 

Isle of Man District from 1 September 

2021; the Revd Daniel Haylett as Chair for 

the Plymouth and Exeter District from 1 

September 2022; the Revd Novette     

Headley as Chair for the Birmingham      

District from 1 September 2022. 

 

Future dates of the Conference 

The Methodist Conference will meet in    

Telford from 23-30 June 2022 
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STAMFORD  METHODIST  CHURCH 

Mission Projects Group 

THANK YOU for your support to provide wells for clean   
water for some of  the villages close to the Nixon Memorial 

Hospital in Sierra Leone improving general health and       
reducing the frequency of  water-related illnesses at the 

hospital. 

Our Auction of  Promises raised the grand total of   

£2,500 
The families in Segbwema say “baika”, which 

means “thank you” in their local language 
known as ‘mende’  

James 2:17   “faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action is dead” 
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Even while we have been holding our Auction of Promises the work to 
build wells in two of the villages has started. 

New deep hole 
dug and a        

concrete liner laid 
in stages to 

strengthen the 
walls and keep it 

clean  

Dirty, dangerous old well 

The people in the village help out with 
some of the manual labour and           

collecting sand for the cement and 
work with a contractor. Now is the end 
of the dry season when the water table 

is at its lowest. Each Village health          
committee will be responsible for     

monitoring and supervising the use of 
the well and sending reports to the 
hospital management through the    

hospital public health team. 
Dr Rob Burnie, Chair of 
Friends of Nixon,         
visiting now in July 2021  
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Bourne 
We give thanks for our new found “freedoms” but pray that everyone will respect the views 
of others so we will not find ourselves back in lockdown. 
We pray for all ministers taking up new appointments whether locally or further afield. 
We pray for all our youngsters particularly those moving to new schools or further            
education, the last 18 months has been a major challenge for so many of them. 
We pray for all our churches here in the circuit that our congregations will all return and we 
can once again enjoy full fellowship and worship. 
 
Deepings 
Ask for wisdom for the Deepings leadership team and congregation as we edge our way   
forward together following the relaxing of Covid restrictions. 
For the family and friends of Margaret Power who continue to mourn after her recent death. 
As we look back over the last 18 months and recall daily life becoming more difficult as 
Covid precautions and restrictions caused a re-think of our routines, bringing uncertainty 
and annoyance, remember that there are countless millions who for years have known those 
conditions as their "normal", and that things will continue beyond Covid: those who for 
many reasons are still fearful of leaving their homes, those affected by long-term drought or 
destructive storms; those who are homeless and struggling in poverty, those through          
violence forced to adopt the life of refugee. those who cannot meet together as a               
worshipping community for fear of persecution or imprisonment 
May we remember to be thankful for what we have, and work together in whatever ways we 
can for all who need our help. 
 
Empingham 
We are very thankful to be back in our Churches for worship services and the good           
fellowship of coming together and praying together. 
We ask for guidance as we begin to open up our various church activities. 
We pray for members who are unwell and for those who have recently lost loved ones at 
this time. We pray for healing, courage strength and blessing. 
 
Ketton 
We give thanks for being able to bring all our worries and concerns to you in prayer Lord. 
Bless all who still struggle in any way during this on going pandemic. 
Here at Ketton we still await the reopening of our small but very loved Chapel by the          
babbling brook. 
We pray it won't be much longer and are thankful for the use of St Mary's for our 6pm         
Sunday service. 
Thank you for all our amazing preacher's and Minister's around the circuit who bring your 
word to us in many different ways we are so blessed to have them.  
Bless all who are suffering due to bereavement, sickness, or poverty. 
We ask this in your name . Amen. 

 
Oakham 
God be with us as we pray for those who still work tirelessly for the nation as they continue 
their fight for us against the Covid virus and our health needs. 
Pray for our church as we wrestle with the dilemmas of “God in Love Unites Us” brings us. 
May our Lord be with us in our deliberations. 
Lord may your presence be with us as we await the lifting of all restrictions and enjoy once 
more the fellowship of others. 
Amen 
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Stamford 
Dear Lord we pray for 
Ourselves as the guidance changes and restrictions are lifted. 
The safety of our family and friends. 
Children as they begin their summer holiday – keep them safe from harm. 
All those young people who are awaiting or have just received their results – the next stage of 
their journey begins, my they feel your presence on it. 
Situations globally that are known to us.  May your peace and presence be felt, so that justice 
and love will prevail. 
 
Uppingham 
Summer is truly with us with the beauty of the countryside and our gardens in full bloom.  

We thank you Lord for longer summer days and time for relaxation to enjoy the gifts of       
Creation which enhance our lives even when sometimes it seems there is so much to be        
despondent about.  

We pray for the Methodist Church following discussions and the voting on 'God in Love 
unites us' and ask for healing for those who are anxious or fearful. 
 
Circuit  
Give thanks for the easing of restrictions 
Pray for wisdom and care in engaging one with another as we re-group 
 
Give thanks for the Circuit Ministry Team 
Pray for the Circuit Invitations Committee seeking the appointment of a  
Superintendent Minister from September 2022 
 
Pray for those who have recently left the Circuit: 
For Rev’d Sarah Lamb, now a Probationer Minister in the North Fylde Circuit 
For Luke Denley, seeking new employment at the time of writing 
 
 
 
 

Submitting articles for the newsletter 
 

We are delighted that some of our readers are inspired to submit book  reviews, poems and articles 
to be          included in the newsletter. When doing so, please make sure that you add your name to 

any item so that folk can follow up if they want to know more.  
For published items, please ensure you have the permission of the author and  add their name as author 

of any work.  
Please send all entries for the October newsletter no later than  

Tuesday 14th Septemeber 2021, including Prayers for  the Prayer  page from                  
Church Stewards                

   (anything sent after this date will not be included) 
Thank you 
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                                         A day at the seaside 
 
We decided that a day with fresh sea air was needed - the combination of sun and 
sea has always had a liberating effect on us, especially me!  
The sand between the toes, the gentle lapping waves, blue blue skies and the 
sound of laughter everywhere - and in the summer months, the beach helps us to 
express the joy of being and the pleasure of the moment. There is always a      
feeling of freedom - just to be - to paddle, to dawdle, to people watch. 
 
A number of families building sand castles, people of all 
ages involved in projects that will last only until the tide 
comes in. There is little competition but a lot of              
co-operation - who will collect the shells, the pebbles, 
dig the moat?  Do you remember days like this in your 
childhood? I do, having been brought up in Thorpe Bay 
(Southend-on-Sea) with its ever changing weather      
patterns. Scudding clouds, blue skies, sea breezes, the smell of seaweed and 
salty air. 
Writing our names or letters in the sand. Swimmers braving the cold of the North 
Sea, unafraid of the deep and sometimes unaware 
of the sand banks. Most are content to paddle at 
the edge and jump the waves. 
 
It is a time of relaxation. Windbreaks, towels,       
picnics and little tents brighten the shore. Resting, 
doing nothing, soaking up the sun, idly watching 
the kites swirling above our heads. None of these 
magical moments requires effort. Life is here to be 
enjoyed. 
 
The day was and always will be full of adventure and moments of discovery, or 
hidden treasure! All mementoes of a day at the seaside - as it was for us. 
 
 
By Moyra Collins  
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Cream Tea on the Lawn 
 

All invited - bring family and friends 
 

3.30p.m. on Saturday August 28th 
 

in the garden of Rev William and Lynne Booker 
5, Frognall, Deeping St. James PE6 8RS 
(Look for the sign and hole in the hedge!) 

 
Donations towards Ryhall Methodist Church development fund. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ALL WELCOME  

Open Garden 
 

I will not be having the garden open on one day as in previous years, but if small groups 
wish to visit by prior arrangement during July and August I would be happy to welcome 
you. I shall hope to make jam, jelly and marmalade to sell and fruit will be available for 

sale when it is ready. 
Any donations will be for the Zimbabwe charity, Z.V.S.F. 

M. Stones (01572 823626) 
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Pray without Ceasing September 2021                                                                                                                

 

Suggestions for each day of the month. A few spaces have been left for your 
own concerns. 

 

1.   For people with Birthdays or Anniversaries this month 

2.   Andy & Helen, Hannah & Matthew 

3.   Uppingham Church 

4.   Barn Hill Church 

5.   Rev Ruth Charlesworth 

6.   Bourne Chapel 

7.   Deepings Church 

8.   Rev William Booker 

9.   Empingham Chapel 

10. Ketton Chapel 

11. Rev Bekkie Wright Probationer Minister 

12. Oakham Church 

13. Those who would usually use our premises on Mondays 

14. Those who would usually use our premises on Tuesdays 

15. Those who would usually use our premises on Wednesdays 

16. Ryhall Chapel 

17. Thurlby Chapel 

18. Phil Jones Circuit Mission Enabler 

19. For those who have mental health issues  

20. ** 

21. Luke Denley - Youth Outreach Worker  

22. Our Supernumerary Ministers & Local Preachers 

23. Those who would usually use our premises on Thursdays 

24. Those who would usually use our premises on Fridays 

25. Those who would usually use our premises on Saturday 

26. ** 

27. For those who are lonely and feel neglected 

28. Circuit Administrator Rowan 

29. Circuit Officers 

30. All those who have postions of authority 

 

Any suggestions or requests please let Nina Rawlins know on 01780 753649 or          
email ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk
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GARAGE SALE 
at Jan & George’s place. 

4 Kettering Road, PE9 2LR 

from 10.00 am 
SUNDAY 8TH AUGUST 

 

REFRESHMENTS available 
Sale includes; Books…&……CDs 

CROCKERY & KITCHEN EQUIPMENT 
SOLAR P0WER SYSTEMS 
SOLAR FREELOADER PRO  

pictures 
& MORE. 

 

Raising funds for the Elong’o School. 
Attended by children from Osupukiai 

See full details of school. 
 Complete the survey to show what you consider to 

be their greatest needs ! 
Working with the charity 

 
 

POWER FOR PEOPLE 
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After darkness 
Light

A Community 
Memorial Service 
as we look ahead 
after Covid

Sunday September 5th 2021 
from 3:00 to 4:00pm

Cutts Close Bandstand, Oakham
Readings, thoughts and favourite hymns

A chance to remember those we have lost
Music by the Leicester South Salvation 

Army band
Refreshments on sale

If wet, meet in All Saints Church


