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Stamford Methodist Church and Circuit 
 

 

Order of Worship : Sunday 28 February 2021 

 

Led by Rev Ruth Charlesworth and Mr Peter Wright (Worship Leader, Bourne) 

  

 

 

Call to worship: 

 
The Lord invites us to follow him:  to take up our cross,  
Help us to follow you, Lord.  
The Lord invites us to grow in our relationship with him:  
We are his disciples, help us, Lord, to grow in faith.  
The Lord invites us to answer the question, “Who do you say that I am?” 
We say, you are the One who meets us here, the Lord, our God.  

 

 

Hymn – Great is thy faithfulness 

 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be 
 
Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness 
Morning by morning new mercies I see 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 
 
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love 
 
Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness 
Morning by morning new mercies I see 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside 
 
Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness 
Morning by morning new mercies I see 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 

 

We offer you our Prayers: We Praise & Thank you 
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• Lord we   and praise you for the creation of our wonderful world, a world full of beauty, a 
world full of variety that can change from snow and ice, to spring flowers and warmth 
and sunshine in just a few days  

• We thank you for the miracle of children growing and changing, learning from each other, 
learning from those who nurture and love them 

• We give thanks for those working to deliver vaccines,  

– the scientists who work to develop and refine them 

– those who manufacture and transport them  

– the medical staff who deliver them 

– the volunteers outdoors in all weathers assisting to direct people  

• We thank you and praise Father you made us, we are fearfully and wonderfully made  

• We thank you and praise you Lord Jesus, you gave your life for us and for all the world 

• We thank and praise you Holy Spirit, you breath undying life into all the world   Amen 

 

 

Reading – Mark 8:31-38 

 

31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 

the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three 

days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 

him.33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, 

Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human 

concerns.”34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to 

be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants 

to save their life[a] will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save 

it. 36 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or what can 

anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this 

adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his 

Father’s glory with the holy angels.” 

 

 

We offer you our Prayers: We say Sorry   
• Lord we confess there are times when we do not take up your cross, we turn to things 

in this world that tempt us and choose to forget you  

• Lord we take the easy path and try to avoid being your disciples and put you in the 

background. We hold you at a distance. Forgive us when the temptations of this world 

draw us away from you 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%208%3A31-38&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24536a
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• Lord we are sorry we have not been good stewards of your amazing wonderful 

creation; we are blind to the damage our greed is doing 

• We are careless and selfish with the good gifts you provide, and think of ourselves and 

put our needs before others  

• If Lord we have done wrong things, help us, kind Lord to be sorry, and to do what we 

can to put them right. Teach us Lord how ready you are to forgive, help us to forgive 

ourselves, and know we should love ourselves, just as you love and forgive us 

• We thank you Lord that you love us and forgive us: Amen 

 

How deep the Father’s love  

How deep the Father's love for us 
How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory 
 
Behold the man upon a cross 
My sin upon His shoulders 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers 
It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life 
I know that it is finished 
 
I will not boast in anything 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 
His death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom 
 

 

Stand up and be counted…take up your cross 

 

What is our image of Jesus? Often our images are formed  by our culture alongside what we know 
of him.  For a long time I struggled with the Jesus we so often see of Jesus with long blonde hair 
and blue eyes, because as someone born in the middle east I was certain he would have dark 
skin, dark hair and dark eyes!  The closest I came to seeing in reality the image I had in my mind 
was out in a boat on the sea of Galilee where one of the crew suddenly appeared wearing a 
simply shift and began to demonstrate life as a fisherman in Biblical times.   However it is 
inevitable, and often necessary of the images we present to take on the traits of particular 
Christian communities.  Around the world Jesus has been depicted as black-skinned or white-
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skinned, with Asian features. Some see Jesus laughing with children gathered around; others 
have a predominant image of agony on the cross.  Today’s passage explores the identity of Jesus 
as Peter understands the real depth of Jesus’ question, “Who do you say I am?” It is a moment of 
reverent praise. But almost immediately the sense of assurance that Peter had in knowing the 
identity of Jesus is thrown into disarray as Jesus firmly puts Peter in his place for questioning what 
Jesus would go through as the Messiah.  Perhaps Peter had an image in his mind of what the 
Messiah would achieve from his experience with Jesus thus far—a miracle worker. Peter had not 
grasped the full depth of what it meant that Jesus was Messiah. In particular,  Peter had not 
grasped at all that the journey Jesus was on would lead to a violent end.  When we are honest 
with ourselves, we can probably all relate to Peter’s confusion as he grapples with who Jesus is, 
what he was doing, and why he was doing it. That full understanding would only come later, 
following the cross.  The desire to domesticate and make safe the cross is something we can 
easily recognise.  The cross is such a familiar image that it has lost its power to shock. 
  
Jesus speaks of his death and resurrection Peter’s rebuke reminds Jesus of different choices he 
could have made, like the ones he wrestled with in the desert.   Perhaps that is why he is sharp in 
his reply. There is  pressure on Jesus to be the kind of hero the crowds wanted – miracle worker, 
king who would stand up to the Romans, national hero – was at times relentless. They must all 
have been shocked when he talked about the suffering that lay ahead. Jesus clarifies that 
suffering lies ahead not only for himself but for any who would follow. Jesus doesn’t do ‘wool over 
people’s eyes’. He is clear that a cross will be involved for anyone who wants to be his follower. 
But those who walk his way will have Jesus by their side and instead of forfeiting their life – 
spending their time, interest and energy on things that will not fulfil them – they will find 
themselves.  
 
We all have our cross to bear’ is an acknowledgement that everyone’s life involves some form of 
trial or burden. There’s an element of humility in it, an acceptance that we share the same human 
condition, and there’s some comfort in that. But Jesus’ teaching goes further, for He is inviting His 
disciples to live in a way that is counter-cultural, which questions the need for more, is committed 
to the meek inheriting the earth, concerned about giving rather than getting, letting go rather than 
grasping. It’s strange that we sometimes wear a cross. Yet in another way not, for a cross has 
become a symbol of love beyond description, yet we balance that with a world who today see a 
cross as a fashion item.  The cross would not be smooth and easy to wear, or be sparkly and 
shiny, but rough and giving splinters whilst being heavy enough to be almost impossible to carry. 
 
Jesus outlines three elements for would-be followers: self-denial, taking up a cross and following. 
We are in Lent, that period of 40 days before Easter, when traditionally people tighten their belts 
and deny themselves excess. Self-denial might include giving up things and changing habits, but 
the key element is a change in focus from self to God. Taking up a cross was the opposite to the 
privileged positions some of the disciples coveted. Jesus warned them that life could become 
tougher because of their association with him. Crucifixion was for those convicted of capital 
offences. To suggest that God was in anyway close to such shame was a scandal to the Greek 
speaking world and a stumbling block to the Jewish world, which believed that a person who ‘hung 
on a tree’ was cursed (Galatians 3:13-14). Paul argues that by becoming a curse for us Christ 
redeemed us from the curse of our inability to keep the law (and keying in with the earlier 
readings) “in order that in Christ Jesus the blessings of Abraham might come to the Gentiles,” i.e. 
to all people. Condemned himself, though innocent, Jesus brings freedom from condemnation to 
others (Romans 8:1). Jesus’ invitation to take up our cross and follow appears in Mathew, Mark 
and Luke with a slight change in Luke where Jesus says : “Let them … take up their cross daily 
and follow me,” calling us to live every day in awareness of God and in sacrificial service to others 
(Luke 9:23). It is ‘the road less travelled’ – where we come to the end of a life with self at the 
centre and come alive to a life centred on Christ. Following Jesus turns out to be more than 
following a good example, it’s taking up the invitation to live as Jesus did and wanting to be like 
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Him. “Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do 
know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). 
 
There is a very challenging image by the artist Paul Fryer that caused great controversy when it 
was displayed in the cathedral in the Alpine town of Gap in France. The local bishop, Jean-Michel 
di Falco, responded to the outcry of horror and shock at the image of Jesus sitting on an electric 
chair, saying, I wanted the provoked shock to make us once again conscious of the scandal of 
someone being nailed to a cross. Usually, one does not feel any real emotions in front of 
something really scandalous: the Crucifixion.  If Jesus had been sentenced today, he would have 
to reckon with the electric chair or other barbaric methods of execution.  When we pause and think 
about  this, the depth of commitment that Jesus asks for in verses 34-38 take on their rea depth.  
Take up your cross... take up your electric chair...  It’s possible that Mark is try9ng  to reflect the 
post-Easter community’s understanding of Jesus’ death, the cross, and the nature of discipleship. 
It surely is not a literal call to take up your cross and follow Jesus to Golgotha, for the faith 
community would not last beyond a generation, but rather Mark is warning that the new community 
of followers of the Way live differently, willing to sacrifice through love rather than live in a selfish 
and self-absorbed way. The promise of real change for a community only comes with that level of 
commitment amongst believers, but the potential cost cannot be dismissed. Neither is it to be 
glorified, of course. So how do we see Jesus? Is there value in the titles we place on him when all 
he asks is, “Follow me”? 
 
Song – Will you come and follow me 

 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 

 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen, 

and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 

Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, 

through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 

 

Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 

 

We offer you our Prayers for Others: We say please help us  
• Lord you bring us hope, but many still live in suffering and in darkness, we pray for 

your people 
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• We ask for wisdom and co-operation from the governments of the world. Help our 

politicians identify the steps needed to protect your creation 

• Give hope to those who see only pain ahead, 

• Those who mourn the loss of loved ones 

• Those who have lost their jobs and livelihoods 

• Those separated from loved ones by travel restrictions 

• Those who are ill and whose treatment is delayed 

• We pray for farmers struggling with the effects of recent weather, all those farmers 

and processors affected by difficulty in sending their goods to Europe, bring fair 

weather to dry the fields and let crops be planted and grow, bring easing of difficulties 

in exporting 

• We pray for all essential workers in health, industry and education. We pray for 

teachers and staff in schools as they prepare to go back 

• Loving Father we bring these prayers to you through your son our Lord Jesus Christ: 

Amen  

 

Lord’s prayer  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
An ‘a-ha’ moment, that moment of startling discovery when we think we know who Jesus is.  
It is awesome and reverent, a moment we just want to revel in and enjoy.  
But at that very moment of revelation it all comes crashing down around our ears and, thinking 
we’ve arrived, we are sent crashing off on a whole new journey.  
A journey that upends everything, that discombobulates.  
For Christ refuses to be pinned downed, refuses any label we might stick on him. It is his way to 
keep us journeying to a new awareness, an unfathomed truth, a destination that is always just a 
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little further on, a quest that keeps us restless, that brings shocking revelations, that upsets our 
complacency, and denies us any sense of having arrived.  
For this is the Messiah.  

 
 
Hymn – I the Lord of sea and sky 

I, The Lord Of Sea And Sky, 
I Have Heard My People Cry. 
All Who Dwell In Dark And Sin, 
My Hand Will Save. 
I Who Made The Stars Of Night, 
I Will Make Their Darkness Bright. 
Who Will Bear My Light To Them? 
Whom Shall I Send? 

Here I Am Lord, Is It I, Lord? 
I Have Heard You Calling In The Night. 
I Will Go Lord, If You Lead Me. 
I Will Hold Your People In My Heart. 

I, The Lord Of Snow And Rain, 
I Have Borne My People’s Pain. 
I Have Wept For Love Of Them, They Turn Away. 
I Will Break Their Hearts Of Stone, 
Give Them Hearts For Love Alone. 
I Will Speak My Word To Them 
Whom Shall I Send? 

I, The Lord Of Wind And Flame 
I Will Tend The Poor And Lame. 
I Will Set A Feast For Them, 
My Hand Will Save 
Finest Bread I Will Provide, 
Till Their Hearts Be Satisfied. 
I Will Give My Life To Them, 
Whom Shall I Send? 

 
 
We go from here walking the Way of Christ, sharing the Messiah’s good news, prepared to take up 
our crosses, and to be God’s people. We go to serve, to live in love, and to act with grace. 
 

 


