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Stamford Methodist Church and Circuit 
 

 
Order of Worship : Sunday 24 October 2021 

 
Led by Rev Ruth Charlesworth with Mrs Josie Macey (Bourne) 

 
 
 

The heavens proclaim your glory, O God; 
And their voice goes through all the earth. 
Your Law is perfect, Lord 
More precious than gold, and sweeter than honey 
O Lord, you are our rock and our redeemer 
May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts 
be acceptable to you. 
 

Oh Lord, my God 
When I, in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed 
 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
 
And when I think that God, His Son not sparing 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing 
He bled and died to take away my sin 
 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
 
When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart 
Then I shall bow, in humble adoration 
And then proclaim, my God, how great Thou art 
 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 

 



 

Page | 
2 

Holy God, Maker of All, 
we come to you in worship offering our praise and prayer in wonder at all you have made. 
With all creation our voices rise to you and proclaim your enduring faithfulness. 
Come to us in the power of your life-giving Spirit and enliven our hearts and minds 
to respond in faith and trust to the knowledge of your love and grace. 
Before you, we confess our sin; and acknowledge our brokenness, and the brokenness of our 
world. 
We have said and done many things which cause harm to ourselves, to others, and to the world, 
and for which we are truly sorry. 
We have failed to say, and do the things which show love to each other and for you. 
We admit that we often fail to live and behave as you command. 
We exploit and abuse the gifts of creation, and live lives careless of our environment 
and of the lives of those who share this world with us. 
Knowing that you are compassionate, merciful, and ever-faithful, we ask your forgiveness, and 
your healing of all that is wrong; that you will restore us to fullness of life to serve and love the 
world  
 
Generous, loving, and life-giving God 
we thank you for the precious gift of this world and for the glory of the creation in which it is set. 
We thank you for sustaining us in life and nurturing us each day of our lives as we grow in faith 
and commitment to the good news of Jesus Christ and in growing awareness of our responsibility 
to nurture the life of the world and of our duty to care for all creation. 
We thank you for Your word in Scripture in poetry and prophecy and law, and the living Word who 
is Jesus Christ, one with you in the beginning through whom all things were made. 
We thank you for your Holy Spirit bringing us to new life in Christ, leading and inspiring us to bear 
witness to your goodness, glory and love. 
We offer you our prayers and our praises, in Jesus’ name.   Amen.  
 
Reading – Genesis 1:26-31 

26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over 
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals,[a] and over 
all the creatures that move along the ground.”27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the 
image of God he created them; male and female he created them.  28 God blessed them and said 
to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the 
sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 29 Then God 
said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has 
fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds 
in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of 
life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so.  31 God saw all that he had made, and it 
was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day. 

 

WHAT is this life if, full of care, 
We have no time to stand and stare?— 
No time to stand beneath the boughs, 
And stare as long as sheep and cows: 
No time to see, when woods we pass, 
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass: 
No time to see, in broad daylight, 
Streams full of stars, like skies at night: 
No time to turn at Beauty's glance, 
And watch her feet, how they can dance: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26a
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No time to wait till her mouth can 
Enrich that smile her eyes began? 
A poor life this if, full of care, 
We have no time to stand and stare 

How do we see God around us today? Perhaps with our imagination – perhaps  by thinking about 
him – perhaps in our dreams – perhaps in prayer – perhaps by looking at the world around us – 
perhaps in the actions of others – perhaps by reading God’s word. 
 
One of the things that the various lockdowns gave us all was the opportunity to do just that – to 
stop and stare, to wonder and the beauty of creation.  Usually our lives are so often drive by where 
we need to be next and what we need to do that we sometimes blindly travel from one place to 
another without noticing the  world around us, but more recently we have had the opportunity to 
walk, to look and really see the changing seasons, hear the sounds of wildlife rather than traffic, to 
enjoy the colour and variety, to feel the changes in temperature, the breeze and even perhaps 
more inclement weather! 
 
Over the past few years we have also been learning more and more about our environment, the 
greenhouse effect, the changes to our planet, the way some species need to be protected in order 
not to become extinct, the extreme weather bringing floods and fires in different parts of the world.  
In the past week we have seen the first awards ceremony celebrating advances in new 
technologies, and those who are working hard to help and encourage us to live a greener life and 
be much more caring of our environment. 
 
With the COP26 due to meet in Glasgow in November, we shall all be challenged to think about 
our way of living and consuming the earth’s finite resources in order to combat climate change.  
We come acknowledging our dependence on God’s generous providing, and our responsibility to 
use God’s gifts wisely for the benefit of all in order that Jesus’ promise of life in all its fullness may 
be seen.  It then seems perfect timing that we hit our theme of caring for creation. 
 
Genesis tells us the story of creation, the earth, the day and night, the creatures living on land and 
in sea and the grandeur of it all, and then we see the creation of human beings in the passage 
read for us.    So often this has been taken to mean that humans are the most important of all 
God’s creations, and have been given the job to rule over and subdue creation. This thereby 
diminishes the importance of creation, as it is seen as only being important in service to humanity.  
To interpret in that way though means we would miss so much and while some Christians would 
come from this focus, there are other things we can find in the way this part of creation plays out 
and is interpreted   
 
The way we use words is sometimes the problem as we think about humans ‘ruling over’ creation., 
and the word used in some translations is dominion:   It somehow gives us the idea that human 
beings are the most special part, the  pinnacle of creation and can treat the environment as they 
wish, and we see all around us the consequences of such thinking and action.  If treated in this 
way it is clear that our environment will suffer, to the detriment of all.   However, if we look at the 
way that God lovingly brings about creation, as a whole, including people, then we begin to realise 
that we are meant to care for God’s creation; to make sure that it is looked after well and 
flourishes. It ensures that the world is taken better care of. 
 
Remembering that humans are made in the image of God is key to help us understand our part in 
caring for creation, and is the bit that sets us apart – not to be more important, but to cherish what 
is around us in the way that God cherishes us.   To be made in God’s image means that we 
represent God in our world; that we act towards the world in the same way God does. How does 
God treat us and creation? If we are to be like God, we need to understand what God is like.  
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The Bible relates how God brings restoration and healing to all of creation (Isaiah 65:25, 66:22; 2 
Corinthians 5:17; Romans 8:22-23). God cares for, nurtures and loves. God doesn’t give up on 
creation when things look dismal, but instead finds a way for re-creation. Therefore, our job as 
image-bearers is to be looking at how we can restore creation; help creation to flourish. This 
brings glory to God, and also helps us live restored lives.  
 
So we are challenged as individuals and communities to think about how we might care for 
creation – maybe by growing things that encourage the wildlife, or plants that give something 
back.  Maybe it’s to think about more practical things like how and what we use to clean our 
homes.  Of course some things have big financial consequences and so we have to sometimes 
consider carefully what we can do.  As a community we can lobby for change when we can, 
challenge our MP’s, and support recycling programmes, to name but a few. 
 
As we are challenged to think about our part in creation, let’s also take up the challenge to change 
something in the way that we live in order to show our care for creation – it may seem very small, 
but lots of very small changes soon begin to make a big difference. 
 
 
Spirit of the living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 
Break me, melt me, 
Mould me, fill me, 
Spirit of the living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 

 
Holy and loving God,  
you have promised to hear all our prayers offered in the name of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Hear us now, as we pray for our world and all its peoples, for Your church, and for ourselves. 
O God of life, hear us and sustain us. 
We pray for your work in creation, and for all that You have made; 
sun moon and stars, 
earth and sky and sea 
all that lives and breathes 
this is the work of Your hands. 
Teach us to treasure and nurture the gift you have given, that what we have received as blessing 
may in turn bless generations to come. 
 
May your church in the world speak and act to proclaim the Good News of life given, of life 
renewed, of life in fullness that is your promise; 
Lead your people into new unity of purpose to be your prophets in our own time, 
speaking out and challenging injustice, exploitation and persecution, seeking peace, justice and 
reconciliation between peoples and nations, to bring an end to the destruction and violence that is 
fed by greed and the lust for power. 
 
We pray for people of every nation, and for their leaders: 
that those who have power and authority to shape our society and our world may have wisdom 
and understanding, to discern your intention and your will, and to work to preserve and restore the 
damage inflicted on nature by human greed and selfishness. 
 
Pour out your Spirit upon us, Lord, 
that we may have the courage to speak to our convictions and bear powerful witness 
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in our own lives and lifestyles to your desire for a just sharing of this world's resources, that every 
person in every place might live with dignity. 
 
As you did in ancient times, so Jesus did also, feeding the hungry healing the sick, protecting and 
saving your people in time of distress and danger. 
Help us to live in the world as those who seek to help and to heal the wounds of heart and mind 
and of body and soul, 
May we make Your love known. 
O God of life, hear us and sustain us 
 
For we offer all our prayers in the name of Jesus our Lord who walks with us and lives in us, and 
we unite our prayers as we share in the words Jesus himself taught us….. 
 
Our Father…. 
 

Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 
Urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 
Sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: 
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 
Speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 
Teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us: 
Lord of the word, receive Your people's praise. 

Lord, for our land in this our generation, 
Spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care: 
For young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 

Lord, for our world when we disown and doubt him, 
Loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain, 
Hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him: 
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 

Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us - 
Self on the cross and Christ upon the throne, 
Past put behind us, for the future take us: 
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 

 
The peace of the earth be with you 
The peace of the heavens too; 
The peace of the rivers be with you, 
The peace of the oceans too. 
Deep peace falling over you; 
God's peace growing in you. 
And may the blessing of God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you today, tomorrow and 
always. 
 

 


