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"Teach me Your way, O Lord; 
I will walk in Your truth; 

Unite my heart to fear Your name."  
 Psalm 86:11 (NKJV) 
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The Circuit Newsletter exists to build up fellowship across the Stamford Methodist             
Circuit. Items for inclusion in the Circuit Newsletter should be: Inspiring, encouraging of 

faith and discipleship to promote the growth of church relationships within the Circuit. 
Could you please send any articles for the November Circuit Newsletter to the                         

Circuit office or by email to: admin2322@gmail.com.  
 

Articles should be sent no later than Monday 6th October 2021. 

 Circuit Administrator: Rowan Scholtz 

 admin2322@gmail.com  Tel: 01780 481395 

Rev Andy Fyall  

11 Jackson Way, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 1FG 

Tel:  01780 762282 

andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk 

Rev Bekkie Wright 

2 Wensum Close, Oakham. LE15 6FU 

Tel: 01572 720721  

Bekkie.wright@methodist.org.uk 

Phil Jones- Circuit  Mission Enabler 

5 Rycroft Close, Deeping St James, PE6 8NX 

Tel:  01778 346389  

pdvjones@hotmail.com 
 

 

Rev William Booker BA 
Assistant Minister, Stamford Methodist 

Church with pastoral charge of                  
Ryhall Methodist Church 

5 Frognall, Deeping St James, PE6 8RS  

Tel: 01778380195  
Williambooker10@googlemail.com 

Rev Ruth Charlesworth 

2 Coggles Causeway, Bourne, Lincs PE10 9LN 

Tel: 01778 422258   
ruth.charlesworth@methodist.org.uk 

Rev Helen Fyall– Hospital Chaplain 

11 Jackson Way, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 1FG 

Tel:  01780 762282   
 andyandhelenfyall@btinternet.com 
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Pastoral letter 

Dear Friends, 

 

I want to say thank you for the help and support of people in the Circuit with my pilgrimage 
in August, walking from Ryhall to the Old Rectory in Epworth, near Doncaster, the house 
where John and Charles Wesley grew up.  

 

I've been on pilgrimages since my late teens –  in groups and alone. For me pilgrimage is 
fundamentally a prayer thing – leaving routine life for a while, on a journey to where God 
wants to take us – geographically and spiritually, vulnerable and available to the                
experiences he offers us.  

 

To try and maintain that vulnerability and availability to God I tried to keep a discipline of 
prayer (not so easy while trying to cross busy roads and dodge HGVs!). In the mornings I 
used the “Vine Prayer”, which, each day of the week took me through a different part of the 
Gospel story; so' as I  walked with Jesus on his journey, he walked with me on mine. Each 
afternoon I learned a Charles Wesley hymn and often sang it at the top of my voice          
(the countryside usually empty of other humans). Each evening I made the videos and read 
the 'Word for the Day' Bible study on the Methodist website. If staying with hosts I got to 
know them, or if in an Air B&B, I got chatting with someone I met. 

 

There were encounters – if you're alone strangers feel able to approach you and                 
extraordinary things happen. I got lost sometimes too, which sort of mirrored inner places 
where I have similar feelings, and so brought them to consciousness, calling out to God for 
help and direction. At one point it happened in a big field of seven foot tall maize, unable to 
see a thing and not knowing if the very narrow track was a path at all or just the track of a 
tractor wheel. 

 

On the last day, at the Old Rectory, I was joined by friends from the Circuit and a new 
friend I met along the way. Because rain was threatening, the staff there let us hold our     
service in the kitchen where Methodism started-around the table of John and Charles'     
mother Susannah, and the many children she taught to pray. That was the icing on the cake 
for me. Another wonderful surprise was to find that the pilgrimage raised well over £3,000 
for Christians against Poverty and the Ryhall Methodist Church renovation.  

 

Praise God and thank you everybody! God bless you. 

William 
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Pray without Ceasing October 2021                                                                                                                

 

Suggestions for each day of the month. A few spaces have been left for your own             
concerns. 

 

1.   For people with Birthdays or Anniversaries this month 

2.   Andy & Helen, Hannah & Matthew 

3.   Barn Hill Church 

4.   Bourne Chapel 

5.   Rev Ruth Charlesworth 

6.   Deepings Church 

7.   Empingham Chapel 

8.   Rev William Booker 

9.   Ketton Chapel 

10. Oakham Church 

11. Those who use our premises on Mondays 

12. Those who use our premises on Tuesdays 

13. Those who use our premises on Wednesdays 

14. Rev Bekkie Wright Probationer Minister 

15. Ryhall Chapel 

16. Thurlby Chapel 

17. Phil Jones Circuit Mission Enabler 

18. Those who work in the Emergency Services 

19. Uppingham Church 

20. ** 

21. Those who use our premises on Thursdays 

22. Those who use our premises on Fridays 

23. Those who use our premises on Saturday 

24. Our Supernumerary Ministers 

25. Those who work in Education 

26. ** 

27. Our Local Preachers 

28. Young People in their joys and struggles 

29. Circuit Administrator Rowan 

30. ** 

31. Circuit Officers 

 

Any suggestions or requests please let Nina Rawlins know on 01780 753649 or               
email ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk
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A mystery day out! 
 

Over the hills near Wrekin Ridge, Shropshire, via Lythbank (a large cul-de-sac) and along 
roads/lanes with high hedges and middle of the road grass - eventually we found Lyth Hill - 
what a surprise awaited us.  Splendid panoramic views overlooking miles of farm land and 

harvesting in progress.  Easy walking on soft downland, meeting dogs and their owners/
fellow walkers and enjoying the sunshine and amazing scenery - God's wonderful creation. 

Then back to the car and again over hills, along leafy lanes, through quaint villages and 
farmyards to Melverly to find the Church - a mystery tour to be proud of, and several cows 

who were very surprised!!! 
Then the Church - all wood and daub, held together by pegs (no nails), black and white 

boarding, 1000 years of worship with the presence of our Lord permeating the air.  A simple 
cross on the altar and the perfume of lilies and flowers from the wedding the previous 

weekend. 
Now time for tea and reflection - across the border in Wales....... On the way back to base in 

England......... 
aaah Vintage tea-shop with cherry cha cha cake - - - - - - 

Empingham News 
 

At Empingham we are blessed now we are able to meet face to face for worship together. 
We are still a small fellowship so we are very encouraged by friends from around the       

circuit joining us from time to time. We also give thanks for signs of deeper commitment 
and a small increase in our numbers since Lockdown. 

 
We have started the Children & Families groups, 

Toddlers on Thursday mornings 10.30 – 12 noon during Term 
time. 

Tea Time Church,  on the 3rd Sunday of the month at 4pm.              
This service is for young families,  

 a time of Bible Stories – Activities – FUN - Singing and a shared Tea together.                     
  Please bring some tea to share.  

You are very welcome to join us at any time. 
 

God bless you,  
 

Eileen Ray 01780 460676 
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Sensing God Through The Poets: William Wordsworth (last in the series) 

 

William Wordsworth was an English Romantic poet born in 1770 and was Poet Laureate 
from 1843 until his death in 1850. Wordsworth’s political radicalism in his youth never led 
him to rebel against his religious upbringing and he remarked in his Ecclesiastical Sketches 
of 1822 that he was willing to shed his blood for the Church of England. 

Wordsworth received an honorary doctorate from the University of Durham and also from 
Oxford University when he was praised by John Keble for being a “poet of humanity”. 

 

Dorothy Wordsworth, sister, accompanied him on his walks and travels and kept diaries and 
wrote poetry herself. Her Grasmere Journal published in 1897 revealed how vital she was in 
her brother’s success. William relied on her accounts of nature scenes and borrowed freely 
from her journals. The poem Upon Westminster Bridge is taken from an entry in Dorothy’s 
Grasmere Journal where she writes:- “ we left London on Saturday morning at half past 
six, the 31st of July. We mounted the Dover coach at Charing Cross. It was a beautiful 
morning. The city of St Paul’s with the river and a multitude of little boats, made a most 
beautiful sight as we crossed Westminster Bridge. The houses were not very heavy by their 
cloud of smoke and they were spread out endlessly. Yet the sun shone so brightly with such 
a pure light that there was even something like the purity of one of nature’s own grand 
spectacles” 

 

                                   Upon Westminster Bridge  

                                     

                     Earth has not anything to show more fair: 

                     Dull would he be of soul who could pass by 

                     A sight so touching in its majesty: 

                     This City now doth like a garment wear. 

 

                     The beauty of the morning; silent, bare, 

                     Ships, towers, domes, theatres, and temples lie 

                     Open unto the fields, and to the sky, 

                     All bright and glittering in the smokeless air. 

 

                     Never did sun more beautifully steep 

                     In his first splendour valley, rock, or hill; 

                     Ne’er saw I, never felt, a calm so deep! 

 

                     The river glideth at his own sweet will: 

                     Dear God! The very houses seem asleep; 

                     And all that mighty heart is lying still! 

                                                                                                  

   Beryl Teasdale 
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The Power Of Music 

 
The creative arts have the capability to transport you to a different plane altogether.  One of 
the losses during the pandemic has been the way the world’s great concert halls have       
necessarily been closed not only depriving audiences of wonderful music but also having a 
severe impact on the income and well-being of musicians, whose livelihood is at best often 
quite precarious. 

So it was a great joy that the BBC Proms could return to the Royal Albert Hall in London 
this summer, one of the world’s most prestigious venues which I have been privileged to 
attend a number of times and even performed once for Handel’s Messiah (though not at the 
Proms!). 

For me this year a highlight on television was a complete performance of Bach’s            
masterpiece “St. Matthew Passion”.  It is very long (157 minutes of music plus at least one 
interval making a total performance time of around 3 hours).  So long in fact it is rarely    
performed in full nowadays although it was written to be part of the Mass.  This was only 
the 10th performance at the Proms in 150 years. 

The narrative tells the story of Christ’s passion in detail with many explanatory solos (more 
soloists than in most oratorios/cantantas, some drawn from the ranks of the chorus).  The 
chorus play a key role as members of the crowd as well as having their own superlative 
pieces. The sung dialogue involving Pilate, the chief priests, Peter, Christ and the crowd is 
particularly striking. 

The sung words were in the original German with sub-titles in English (always a bonus in 
my view as music matches original words so much better).  The Passion story really came 
to life in an extremely powerful way. 

Thank you, Lord, that singing is back as an integral part of worship. 

 

John Bassill 
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Prayer Handbooks for the coming year 

These are being prepared as usual and will be available from the 
beginning of September. I am not sure of the price but it will be 
about the same as this year. Rev J Dowding (01780 481430) will 
obtain some for Stamford so if you require one will you please   
confirm this with her a.s.a.p. If you need a large print one you 
need to let her know this as well. 

Margaret Stones will obtain them for the rest of the Circuit. If you 
had one this year I  assume you will want to continue receiving it 
for the coming year. If you wish to cancel or if you wish to begin 
getting it please let Margaret know. Again, large print copies must be requested in advance. 

 Tel 01572 823626 

Reflecting on "9/11" 

 
I, along with a significant number of British colleagues from the multi-national 
company I worked for, was in America on 11th September twenty years ago. I was 
fortunate that my trip was planned to last beyond the weekend, so I was less    
concerned than most about how and when I would get home. But two things     
particularly have remained with me from that time, as part of the sharing of that 
experience: an experience which began in the morning, watching real time         
television news, with friends and colleagues in Philadelphia. 
 
Over the weekend I made a private scheduled trip to Boston, by train. The route 
passes through the centre of New York (albeit in tunnel), and on both northbound 
and southbound approaches there was a clear view across to Manhattan. The 
smoke and dust plume was very evident. That was the context in which I watched 
on television, in my hotel room on the Saturday evening, an interview with Donald 
Rumsfeld. I remember his exact words: "What have we done to make people hate 
us so much?". My impression at the time was that he was asking the question in 
honest puzzlement. Of course, very rapidly it became a rhetorical question: but if 
true answers and a proper understanding had been sought, surely much pain could 
have been avoided. When people feel they have no other recourse, it is then that 
they turn to violence; and war always begets war unless someone breaks the     
cycle. The US, and its allies, had the opportunity to break the cycle; instead, they 
chose to perpetuate it. 
 
Second, I attended Sunday service in Harvard Epworth Methodist Church, which I 
knew from a previous visit. This was indeed a very moving experience. Part of 
what remains with me is that, in the time of open prayer, someone said "We 
should pray for the parents of the people who did this. They've lost children too." 
Again, if only that spirit of reaching out, of empathy, of understanding had          
extended to those in power how much better a place would we be in today. 
 
Rev. Bill Gowland, in his days as Principal of Luton Industrial College, used to say 
(often!) "You can't redeem what you don't understand." Seeking to understand 
does not necessarily imply agreement with the other's point of view: but it opens 
the possibility for dialogue and change. This lesson still needs to be learned. 
 
Tony Law 
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Living Words 

 

Calm words 
quiet the whirlwind of emotion 

whipped up by the chaos  
of tangled metal 

and broken dreams. 
Calming words birth calm. 

 
Comforting words 

drop into the deep well of grief 
rimmed with the tears  
of bewilderment, loss  
and broken dreams. 

Living words breathe comfort. 
 

Healing words 
cover raw wounds  

of relationships fractured  
by betrayal of love, trust 

and broken dreams. 
Living words bring healing. 

 
Hopeful words 

lift clouds of dark despair 
that stifle and obscure  

love, light, life 
with broken dreams. 

Living words bring hope. 
 

Challenging words 
confront the apathetic spirit 

dulled by hardship,  
pain of loss 

and broken dreams. 
Living words bring challenge. 

 
Love-filled words 

bathe the needy soul 
restoring purpose, life 
and broken dreams. 

Living words grow love. 
 

 

AH 10/9/2001  Written in response to 9/11.   
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Bourne 
We pray for all those returning to a near-normal routine whether it be back to school or work, 
and for those starting out on new ventures and new beginnings. 
We pray for those who are sick or frail and therefore unable to attend regular worship and for 
those who are worried and concerned about financial difficulties and their ability to pay bills 
particularly as we approach the colder weather. 
 
Empingham 
Please pray for our member who have lost loved ones recently, for healing for members who 
are ill at this time. 
Continued prayer for our outreach activities, the Post Office, the Prayer Box, the Toddler 
Group. Tea Time Church 
Give thanks for all the love and care we each receive through our church fellowship. 
 
Ketton 
Dear Lord we ask for your help as our world is struggling to cope with climate change as       
many countries around the globe are already suffering terrible weather conditions.  
Give our government the courage to speak up for change where there is a desperate need for it. 
Give aid, comfort and peace to all displaced people everywhere, and may they find a home 
in a country that will embrace them and care for them.  
We also ask for your blessing on all who are sick or suffering in any way. 
We ask this in your name. Amen 

 
Oakham 
At this time our children are so much in our thoughts and prayers: We imagine the world they 
might inhabit if runaway climate change is not halted, but we feel so helpless to make any    
difference Lord, we pray that your Spirit might move the hearts of the leaders of nations to    
instil a real sense of urgency so that concerted action may be taken to preserve the wonderful 
world you have gifted to us. 
 
Stamford 
Dear Lord we pray for 
Our young people who are returning to university, or starting in their new jobs.  We pray for 
their safety and that they will feel your love surrounding them. 

Situations around the world, especially the situation in Afghanistan.   
We pray for those who have been marginalised on their own country and those who have      
taken refuge in a foreign land.  We pray particularly for those who have moved to our locality, 
may we enable them to feel safe and surrounded by the peace and love of God. 

Those married at Barn Hill during recent weeks.  For Matthew & Lucy, and Dominic &         
Lucy – we pray for their marriages and for their lives together as they begin new chapters and       
adventures together. 
The family and friends of Ros Hussey in their loss.  May you feel the love and presence of God 
as you remember Ros, and come to terms with your loss. 
 
Uppingham 
We thank God for His harvest and His goodness to us over these summer months. 
We thank God for our renewed fellowship and worship. 
We thank God for all His good gifts and healing presence. 
We ask for prayers for all those unwell for various reasons, and those recovering from recent 
falls. 
Enrich our faith Lord, and by Your spirit enable us.   Amen  
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Circuit  
Give thanks for: 
The Methodist Way of Life themed series of services across the whole circuit and online, 
Our dedicated volunteers and circuit officers who give of their gifts and graces to enable and 
encourage our mission and ministry, 
The love of God and God’s assurance of his presence in all things. 
  
Please pray for: 
The Circuit Invitations Committee and the Connexional Stationing Meeting as we seek a new 
Superintendent Minister from September 2022, 
Churches considering their future mission and ministry in the light of Covid and resuming our 
presence in person, 
The Circuit Leadership Team as they seek to support and guide the whole circuit in uncertain 
times. 
 
 
 

Submitting articles for the newsletter 
 

We are delighted that some of our readers are inspired to submit book  reviews, poems and 
articles to be included in the newsletter. When doing so, please make sure that you add 

your name to any item so that folk can follow up if they want to know more.  
For published items, please ensure you have the permission of the author and  add their 

name as author of any work.  
Please send all entries for the November newsletter no later than  

Monday 6th October 2021, including Prayers for the Prayer page from                  
Church Stewards                

   (anything sent after this date will not be included) 

Living The Questions 
 
Our Living the Questions group (part of the Progressive Christian Network) has met      
fortnightly on Zoom during Lock Down, and we rejoiced to see each others faces at an 
Away Day at Launde Abbey in early August! 
 
We have planned an Autumn programme, fortnightly from October 12th - December. We'll 
be meeting at Oakham Methodist Church on Tuesdays pm. Please arrive early to meet    
other members. Meetings last 2.30pm - 4.00pm, with a varied programme and leaders. We 
make a charge for attendees to cover costs. Do get in touch with me (Helen Baggott) for 
more details. 
 
Here's an example for our first meeting 
Watch Pope Francis's talk beforehand at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5aeEJotxI-U 
Questions about Climate Change on the day! 
 
Helen Baggott 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5aeEJotxI-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5aeEJotxI-U
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Stamford Prison Fellowship Angel Tree Scheme 
 

This is a scheme to buy, and send, Christmas presents to the children of                
prisoners at Stocken Prison. 

This helps to build good relationships among prisoners’ families. 
The cost of each present would be approximately £15, including postage.  

 
Your donations to this fund would be much appreciated. 

 
Any cheques need to be made payable to: 

‘Stamford Prison Fellowship – Angel Tree’.  
 

Your donations can be given to       
Maurice Wade: 

17 Drift Avenue, Stamford, PE9 1UY.  
 

Many thanks and every blessing 
 Maurice and Judith 

 

The Well Café at Stamford Methodist Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Well is now open again on Wednesdays and Fridays 10am-3pm 

The Well is our café situated within the Church building, providing delicious      
hot meals, drinks, cakes etc at an amazing price.  

Add to that a fair-trade shop and you have the best location for chat in Stamford. 
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Well done Rowan ! 
As you all know Rowan Scholtz (our Circuit          

Administrator) ran the Great North Run on Sunday 

12th September in memory of her father who 

passed away last year suffering from  COPD 

(Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease). So she 

ran supporting “Team Breathe”  for the British 

Lung Foundation. 

 

Not only did she run the half marathon in her best 

ever time of 1 hr 53 min 54 sec but had to deal 

with the new route which included an elevation of 

786 feet .!!  She came 8,163rd out of a massive 

total of  57,000 runners. 

                                WHAT AN  ACHIEVEMENT ! 

Rowan would like to thank everyone who            

contributed towards over £1,000 raised and for 

those who still wish to donate—send an email to 

admin2322@gmail.com and we will send you a 

link 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to the sale of produce and generous donations over the past year,            

I have been able to send a cheque for £600 (plus Gift Aid) to ZVSF                          

(The Zimbabwe charity).               

 Margaret Stones. 
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in concert 

7.30pm Saturday 23rd October 
Tickets £10 adults £5 children/students from the church 

or Stamford Arts Centre  (Box Office 01780 763203 ) 

SIX  TIMES  National Youth Brass Champions  

 

All proceeds will be shared between                             
Youth Brass 2000 and these church Mission Projects : 

 

Nixon Memorial Hospital in Sierra Leone                                            
and a new HQ for 2

nd
 Stamford Town Scout group  

To prevent the transmission of the virus you are encouraged to observe 
 

HANDS – FACE – SPACE 

STAMFORD  METHODIST  CHURCH 

PRESENTS 


