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Stamford Methodist Circuit 

 

Welcome Service for the Rev’d Bekkie Wright 
Sunday 30th August 2020 

 

 

Welcome: Rev’d Andy Fyall 

A very warm welcome to everyone who is worshipping with us today.  Whether you are 

members and friends in the Stamford Circuit or supporters of Bekkie who has been 

stationed here as Probationer Minister.  Wherever you are joining us from, you are most 

welcome. 

 

We take a moment to be still and attune our hearts to the heart of God. 

[Silence] 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

Hymn 378 (Singing the Faith): ‘Father of everlasting grace’ (Tune: Stamford)  
(A recording of the choir and organ of Methodist Central Hall Westminster was used in the recorded act of worship) 

   

Father of everlasting grace, 

Your goodness and Your truth we praise, 

Your goodness and Thy truth we prove; 

You have, in honour of your Son, 

The gift unspeakable sent down, 

The Spirit of life, and power and love. 

 

Send us the Spirit of your Son, 

To make the depths of Godhead known, 

To make us share the life divine; 

Send Him the sprinkled blood to apply, 

Send Him our souls to sanctify, 

To bless and seal us with this sign. 

 

So shall we pray, and never cease; 

So shall we thankfully confess 

Your wisdom, truth, and power, and love; 

With joy unspeakable adore, 

And bless and praise you evermore, 

And serve you as your hosts above: 

 

Till, added to that heavenly choir, 

We raise our songs of triumph higher, 

And praise youwith a bolder voice, 

Out-soar the first-born seraph’s flight, 

And sing, with all our friends in light, 

With everlasting love rejoice. 
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Opening prayers: Rev’d Andy Fyall, Superintendent Minister   

 

Let us pray. 

 

God of truth, 

You are worthy of higher praise than we can offer, 

And of purer worship than we can imagine. 

By your Holy Spirit, assist us in our prayers 

And draw us to yourself, so that what is lacking in our thoughts and actions 

And in our words and music, may be supplied by your overflowing love. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

[SILENCE] 

 

Gracious God, 

Where we do not listen for your word in the words of others, 

FORGIVE AND RENEW US. 

 

When we do not use the gifts you have bestowed on us, 

FORGIVE AND RENEW US. 

 

When we do not love one another as sisters and brothers in Christ, 

FORGIVE AND RENEW US. 

 

When we do not serve others in their need, 

FORGIVE AND RENEW US. 

 

When we do not share the Good News with those around us, 

FORGIVE AND RENEW US. 

 

[SILENCE] 

 

God call us to serve, 

Forgives us in Christ, 

And renews us by the Holy Spirit. 

AMEN.  THANKS BE TO GOD. 

 

The collect 

God of all grace, 

You call your Church to be a holy people to the praise of your name. 

In the power of your Holy Spirit, 

Fill our hearts with your love 

And our lives with your glory; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 
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Bible readings: 

Isaiah 43: 1 – 4a read by Angela Saunders, Pastoral Assistant, Oakham Methodist Church 

Preceded by a word of welcome from Ruth Rowell, Senior Steward, Oakham Methodist Church 

 

But now, this is what the Lord says— 

    he who created you, Jacob, 

    he who formed you, Israel: 

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

    I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 

 

When you pass through the waters, 

    I will be with you; 

and when you pass through the rivers, 

    they will not sweep over you. 

When you walk through the fire, 

    you will not be burned; 

    the flames will not set you ablaze. 

 

For I am the Lord your God, 

    the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour; 

I give Egypt for your ransom, 

    Cush and Seba in your stead. 

 

Since you are precious and honoured in my sight, 

    and because I love you, 

I will give people in exchange for you, 

    nations in exchange for your life. 
 

1 Peter 3: 8 - 17 introduced and read by Keren Edwards,  
    Steward at Uppingham Methodist Church 
 

Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and 

humble.  Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, 

because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.   For, 

 

“Whoever would love life 

and see good days 

must keep their tongue from evil 

and their lips from deceitful speech. 

They must turn from evil and do good; 

they must seek peace and pursue it. 

For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 

and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 

but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

 

Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?   But even if you should suffer for what is 

right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats[b]; do not be frightened.” 

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 

asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 

keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behaviour in 

Christ may be ashamed of their slander.  For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good 

than for doing evil. 
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Songs of worship led by Stamford Worship Band: 

Singing the Faith 331: ‘King of kings, majesty’ 

King of Kings, majesty, 

God of heaven living in me. 

Gentle Saviour, closest Friend, 

Strong Deliverer, Beginning and End: 

All within me falls at Your throne. 

 

Your majesty, I can but bow; 

I lay my all before You now. 

In royal robes I don't deserve, 

I live to serve Your majesty. 

 

Earth and heaven worship You, 

Love eternal, faithful and true, 

Who bought the nations, ransomed souls, 

Brought this sinner near to Your throne: 

All within me cries out in praise. 

 

Your majesty… 

 

Singing the Faith 77: ‘Give thanks to the Lord, our God and king’ 

Give thanks to the Lord,  

Our God and King:  

His love endures forever.  

For He is good, He is above all things.  

His love endures forever.  

Sing praise, sing praise.  

 

With a mighty hand  

And an outstretched arm 

His love endures forever. 

For the life that's been reborn. 

His love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise. 

Sing praise, sing praise. 

 

Forever God is faithful,  

Forever God is strong.  

Forever God is with us,  

Forever. 

(Repeat) 

Forever. 

 

From the rising to the setting sun, 

His love endures forever. 

By the grace of God, we will carry on. 

His love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise. 

Sing praise, sing praise. 
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The sermon: Rev’d Canon Helen Cameron, Chair of the Northampton District 

 

Hymn: Singing the Faith 728: ‘O God, you search me and you know me’  

 

O God, you search me and you know me. 

All my thoughts lie open to your gaze. 

When I walk or lie down, you are before me, 

Ever the maker and keeper of my days. 

 

You know my resting and my rising. 

You discern my purpose from afar, 

and with love everlasting you besiege me: 

In ev'ry moment of life or death, you are. 

 

Before a word is on my tongue, Lord, 

you have known its meaning through and through. 

You are with me beyond my understanding: 

God of my present, my past and future too. 

 

Although your Spirit is upon me, 

still I search for shelter from your light. 

There is nowhere on earth I can escape you: 

Even the darkness is radiant in your sight. 

 

For you created me and shaped me, 

gave me life within my mother's womb. 

For the wonder of who I am, I praise you: 

Safe in your hands, all creation is made new. 

 

O God, you search me and you know me. 

All my thoughts lie open to your gaze. 

When I walk or lie down, you are before me, 

Ever the maker and keeper of my days. 

 

The presentation of Bekkie as Probationer Presbyter in the circuit  

Rev’d Andy Fyall, Superintendent Minister invites Rev’d Helen Cameron, Chair of the 

Northampton District, to present Rev’d Bekkie Wright as Probationer Presbyter. 

 

Helen says: 

 

Sisters and brothers, I present to you Bekkie Wright, whom the Conference has appointed 

to this Circuit. 

 

Helen says to Bekkie 

Bekkie, 

Will you hold before us the story of God’s love and mercy, 

Above all, the Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

And will you be among us as one who preaches the Word of God, 

Administers Baptism, presides at the Lord’s Supper, 

Teaches the faith, 

And cares for the flock? 



 

Page | 
6 

Bekkie 

I will. 

I ask God to help me, and I invite you all to join with me in proclaiming the Gospel of life 

and hope. 

THROUGH CHRIST, WE HAVE GOOD NEWS TO SHARE. 

 

Helen says to Bekkie 

Will you hold before us God’s call to holy living and be among us as one who awakens 

the careless and strengthens the faithful? 

 

Bekkie 

I will. 

I ask God to help me, and I invite you all to join with me in commitment to the way of 

Christ. 

MAY WE REVEAL CHRIST’S WAY THOUGH OUR WORDS AND EXAMPLE/ 

 

Helen says to Bekkie 

Will you hold before us God’s commitment to human community, 

To our neighbourhoods and all who live within them, 

And to the world that God has made? 

 

Bekkie 

I will. 

I ask God to help me, and I invite you all to join with me in sharing God’s all-embracing 

love. 

MAY WE RESPOND TO CHRIST  IN ALL WE MEET. 

 

The Circuit Stewards’ commendation – Ian Husbands 

Sisters and brothers, will you welcome Bekkie 

And will you offer her your friendship, support and prayers 

As we join together in the work to which God has called us? 

WITH GOD’S HELP, WE WILL. 

 

Ecumenical welcome: Rev’d Jane Baxter (Rutland Anglican Rural Dean) 

 

 

Bekkie’s response 

 

 

 

Hymn: ‘Summoned by the God who made us’(StF 689)   (Bekkie’s choice) 

 

Summoned by the God Who made us 

rich in our diversity, 

gathered in the name of Jesus, 

richer still in unity: 

 

Let us bring the gifts that differ 

and, in splendid, varied ways, 

sing a new church into being 

one in faith and love and praise. 
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Radiant risen from the water, 

robed in holiness and light, 

male and female in God's image, 

male and female, God's delight: 

 

Trust the goodness of creation; 

trust the Spirit strong within. 

Dare to dream the vision promised 

sprung from seed of what has been. 

 

Bring the hopes of ev'ry nation; 

bring the art of ev'ry race. 

Weave a song of peace and justice; 

let it sound through time and space. 

 

Let us bring the gifts that differ 

and, in splendid, varied ways, 

sing a new church into being 

one in faith and love and praise. 

 

Draw together at one table 

all the human family; 

shape a circle ever wider 

and a people ever free. 

 

Intercessions introduced and led by Eileen & Ian Ray (Empingham Methodist Church) 

The Lord’s Prayer (On the recorded service, sung to the Lees setting) 

 

Hymn: ‘Be thou my vision’  (Singing the Faith 545) 

 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 

Nought be all else to me, save that Thy art 

Thou my best thought in the day and the night 

Waking or sleeping, Thou presence my light 

 

Be Thou my wisdom, be Thou my true word 

I ever with Thee and Thou with me Lord 

Thou my great Father and I Thy true son 

Thou in me dwelling and I with Thee one 

 

Be Thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight 

Be Thou my armour and be Thou my might 

Thou my soul shelter, and Thy my high tower 

Raise Thou me heavenwards, oh power of my power 

 

Riches I need not, nor man's empty praise 

Thou mine inheritance through all of my days 

Thou and Thou only though first in my heart 

High king of heaven my treasure Thou art 
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High king of heaven, when battle is done 

Grant heaven's joy to me, bright heaven sun 

Christ of my own heart, whatever befall 

Still be my vision, though ruler of all 

 

 

The Blessing – The Rev Andy Fyall 

 

 

 


