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JUNE 

2020 

Ryhall Methodist church gloriously decorated with butterflies (a great sign of 

the Resurrection of Christ) for VE Day this year. 

God is our refuge and strength, 

an ever present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, 

though the earth give way 

and the mountains fall into the sea.,,, 

The LORD Almighty is with us 

the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

(Psalm 46 1,2 & 11) 
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The Circuit Newsletter exists to build up fellowship across the Stamford         
Methodist Circuit. Items for inclusion in the Circuit Newsletter should be:           
Inspiring, encouraging of faith and discipleship to promote the growth of church       
relationships within the Circuit. 

Could you please send any articles for the July Circuit Newsletter to the below 
address/email address at this time. 
Articles should be sent no later than Tuesday 16th June 2020. 
Email:admin2322@gmail.com 
Address: Rowan Scholtz  
9 Highfield Close, Empingham, Rutland, LE15 8QB 

 Circuit Administrator: Rowan Scholtz 

 admin2322@gmail.com  Tel: 01780 481395 

Rev Andy Fyall  

11 Jackson Way, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 1FG 

Tel:  01780 762282 

andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk 

Rev Leo Osborn 

2 Wensum Close, Oakham. LE15 6FU 

Tel: 01572 720721  

lionel.osborn@methodist.org.uk 

    Luke Denley Youth Outreach Worker 

94 Caithness Road, Stamford. PE9 2TP   

   yowlukedenley@gmail.com 

Tel:  01780 753084  

Phil Jones- Circuit  Mission Enabler 

5 Rycroft Close, Deeping St James, PE6 8NX 

Tel:  01778 346389  

pdvjones@hotmail.com 
 

 

Rev William Booker BA 
Assistant Minister, Stamford Methodist 

Church with pastoral charge of                  
Ryhall Methodist Church 

5 Frognall, Deeping St James, PE6 8RS  

Tel: 01778380195  
Williambooker10@googlemail.com 

Rev Ruth Charlesworth 

2 Coggles Causeway, Bourne, Lincs PE10 9LN 

Tel: 01778 422258   
ruth.charlesworth@methodist.org.uk 

Rev Helen Fyall– Hospital Chaplain 

11 Jackson Way, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 1FG 

Tel:  01780 762282   
 andyandhelenfyall@btinternet.com 

Circuit Children and Families Worker-Sarah 
Lamb 

1 Primrose Way Grantham NG31 7GX                          

   Mobile:  O7586357850  

sarah.cfworker@gmail.com 
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Submitting articles for the newsletter 
We are delighted that some of our readers are inspired to submit book  reviews, poems and 

articles to be included in the newsletter. When doing so, please make sure that you add 
your name to any item so that folk can follow up if they want to know more.  

For published items, please ensure you have the permission of the author and add their name as author of any work.  

Please send all entries for the July 2020 newsletter no later than Tuesday 16th June 
2020, including Prayers for the Prayer page from Church Stewards                         

(anything sent after this date will not be included) 
Thank you 
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Set On A Rock 

 

Lord, you lift me up 

In my joyous days of laughter and song 

You come 

and join in the singing. 

 

Lord you lift me up 

In my darkest days 

You come 

and shine in the gloom and despondency. 

 

In the every day, 

Lord you lift me up, 

set me on a rock 

to sit beside you in my joy and sorrow. 

 

You set me on a rock, 

high 

above worldly things 

and give me hope of the rainbow’s end. 

 

Lord you lift me up 

to seek your face, 

gaze on your beauty, 

and see the love that is you 

given to me 

for all eternity. 

                                             

 

 Beryl Teasdale 
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Worship & Prayer Around The Circuit 
 

Due to the unprecedented situation we find ourselves in,                    
The Stamford & Rutland Circuit is offering                                                 

Worship and Prayers as per below.  
 

Daily Evening Prayers video – 7pm each day 
 
If you wish to join with others around the circuit (and, indeed, elsewhere!) in evening    
prayers, please go to Stamford Methodist Church, Lincolnshire Facebook page and ask to 
join. 
If you’re not on Facebook, please email Andy and ask to receive the You Tube recording of 
the prayers by email. 
                 

                Sunday worship at 10.30am 
You are welcome to watch and share in Sunday worship each week during the days of         
restrictions placed upon us in response to the coronavirus. 
To access worship in this way, please go to Stamford Methodist Church, Lincolnshire        
Facebook page and ask to join. 
If you’re not on Facebook, please email Andy and ask to receive the You Tube recording of 
the service by email. 
 
Andy 
 
********************************************************************************************** 

Morning and evening prayer at 8am and 8pm - 
 
Following the Worship Book order and readings from the daily lectionary in the Prayer 
Handbook. If you need copies please let me know 
 
An invitation to join me also in prayer and reflection at 11am on a  
Wednesday morning with resources circulating by e-mail and post. 
 
Ruth 
 
*************************************************************************

Services of Worship - 
 
Are  being prepared each week and distributed to the Oakham, Uppingham and Empingham 
Congregations by email, post or by hand.  
 
If anyone else would like a copy please email Leo at lionel.osborn@methodist.org.uk  
or by phone 01572 720721. 
 
Leo 
 
************************************************************************* 

mailto:lionel.osborn@methodist.org.uk
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Pastoral Letter 

Dear All 

 
Lock down has presented challenges for us all. One of the biggest for me is I.T. With 

only basic skills, two new explorations into the virtual world were evidently vital  – 

Zoom and Facebook. 

 

    With real meetings outlawed and a scheduled Bible study coming up at Ryhall, we          

decided to dive in and Zoom. At first far more time was spent trying to just get people 

aboard than on its content. Some could be seen but not heard, some heard but not 

seen, some mysteriously appeared and disappeared. There was lots of waving,     

frowning, thumbs-upping or downing, and occasional direct views up some one's   

nostrils! Yet, in time, God has miraculously inspired us through the Book of Ruth, 

and cheered us all up with hoots of laughter too in the process. When I expressed           

discouragement, others responded, “Well, I'm still up for it – try, try again!” (what 

faith and patience!). Things are improving and, amazingly, we are picking up one or 

two new people who have come in and don't seem put off by the mayhem at all! 

 

    My bigger challenge now is Facebook. I've never done it. I spent hours staring at 

Ryhall's Facebook Page, thinking, “this is the church's shop window for everyone 

online but how do you put anything on it?” I later discovered you have to become an 

“Admin” to do that, and this is just a shop window; it's the Facebook Group where 

people chat. 

 

    After Lock down, things will be different. New skills we have learnt won't be    

wasted, but I'm sure will prove themselves essential to deepen our fellowship and 

reach out to others who also need the invitation to come and meet the Lord of All – 

even the virtual world too. 

 

The picture on this newsletter's cover is of Ryhall Methodist church gloriously        

decorated with butterflies (a great sign of the Resurrection of Christ) for VE Day this 

year, which we got on to the church's Facebook page (I hope!). 

 

God bless us all.     

 

Love,   

 

William. 
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Stamford 
We pray for: 
Andy, Helen and Matthew who are remaining in isolation while Helen undergoes further 
treatment which will affect her immune system. 
All our ministers and circuit leaders, especially Sarah as she recovers from covid-19. 
All who have lost friends or family members in the last few weeks. 
For Christian Aid and all those it supports across the world, that in the absence of the May 
house –to-house collections and various cancelled activities, they might still receive much 
needed donations.  
For the many groups who are regular users of our premises which are not currently meeting 
and their members who are missing their gatherings just as we are missing our worship. 
 
Give thanks for: 
Andy and the circuit ministers and leaders who have used the internet to enable us to share 
Sunday morning services and evening prayers at home. 
The continuing work of the volunteers at the Foodbank and Second Helpings. 

For the care being given by our Pastoral Visitors by phone and social media at this time. 
For the leadership of our Church Stewards and Property and Finance Committees in these 
difficult days. 
 

Uppingham 
We give thanks for Leo’s ministry over the past 5 years.  He has been a real friend as well 

as minister and we wish he and Charlotte every happiness in their new surroundings. 

We also give thanks for the healing sunshine and longer days. 

Please pray for the Stewards and all the congregation during this time of change.  

 

Circuit 
For a continuing sense of God’s purposes in these strange and difficult days 
For staff members currently furloughed – Phil Jones and Sarah Lamb (and Luke Denley and 
Ruth Pryke at Stamford) 
Give thanks for the positive response to on line worship and pray for all who are part of our 
on line worshipping community and those who cannot be. 
 

General 

Pray for all who are struggling with shielding and isolation as we work together to try and 
contain the Coronavirus 
Pray for all who are affected by the Coronavirus in any way, especially those who are in-
fected, those who are treating them and those bereaved. 
Give thanks for key workers and medics.  
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Bourne 
We continue to pray for those feeling anxious, lonely and forgotten.  Although the lockdown 
is easing many still feel vulnerable and would dearly like to be with those they love.  May 
they feel the warmth of God’s love in this time of need. 
We continue to pray for those caring for others not just in hospitals and care homes but for 
the nurses and carers who visit people with serious illnesses in their own homes. 
We pray for all those who have returned to work, may they be kept safe both in their work-
place and in their commute. 
We pray for all young people who are unable to attend school or meet up with their friends. 
May they find strength to cope with being shut away from what they know as normal. 
 
Deepings 
We continue to give thanks for the "front line" and key workers as they carry on with their 
invaluable work. Ask that they may receive the support and encouragement they need as 
their bodies, minds and spirits become weary. 
Thankyou for all the positive and imaginative use of new technology - both in and outside 
of the church. Help us not to exclude by default those without access to technology. 
Give thanks for opportunities to join in worship services broadcast on TV and radio. 
Pray for Boris Johnson, his government and advisers, as they deal with unprecedented and 
often complex problems including the Nation's health, welfare and economy. May they 
know discernment and clear thinking in their decision making. 
 
Empingham 
Please pray for those who are unwell at this time and for David Baines. For young families 
who would usually meet regularly at Toddler Groups and Tea Time Church, for those who 
are lonely and missing social occasions. Give thanks for all the opportunity we have for fel-
lowship and the for the love & care we receive.  
 
Ketton 
Remembering in our prayers all who have lost their lives to the covid 19 virus, may their 
families know your peace .  
We pray for all who are suffering in anyway, especially those known to us. Thinking         

especially of anyone suffering with mental health issues at this time, may they know your 
loving arms around them Lord keeping them from harm. 
We pray for the elderly and vulnerable who long for human contact and are missing       
gathered worship. 
We give thanks for the appointment of Rev’d Olwen Woolcock as Vicar for Ketton and         
Tinwell.   
Thanks also for the ways in which we are connecting and offering united worship from time 
to time through social media. 
Bless all our friends and colleagues around the Circuit 

 
Oakham 
We give thanks for all who are keeping in touch in various ways with those living alone, 
those in enforced isolation due to health conditions , and those in our local Care homes. 
May their cheerful encouragement provide reassurance for the coming weeks and hope for 
the continuation of the love and kindness shown during these weeks of separation.  
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Suggestions for each day of the month. A few spaces have been left for your                      
own concerns. 

 

1.    For people with Birthdays or Anniversaries this month 

2.    Andy & Helen, Hannah & Matthew 

3.    Empingham Chapel 

4.    Ketton Chapel 

5.    Rev Leo Osborn in his “Sitting Down” 

6.    For all those in isolation due to Coronavirus 

7.    Oakham Church 

8.    Ryhall Chapel 

9.    Rev Ruth Charlesworth 

10.  For all those who have suffered loss of a family member or friend 

11.  Thurlby Chapel 

12.  Uppingham Church 

13.  Rev William Booker 

14.  For all those adjusting to the new ‘normal’ 

15. Those who would usually use our premises on Mondays 

16. Those who would usually use our premises on Tuesdays 

17. Those who would usually use our premises on Wednesdays 

18. Phil Jones Circuit Mission Enabler 

19. ** 

20. Sarah Lamb - Children and Families Worker 

21. Barn Hill Church 

22. Bourne Chapel 

23. Our Supernumerary Ministers & Local Preachers 

24. Deepings Church 

25. Those who would usually use our premises on Thursdays 

26. Those who would usually use our premises on Fridays 

27. Those who would usually use our premises on Saturday 

28. Luke Denley, Youth Outreach Worker 

29. Circuit Administrator Rowan 

30. Circuit Officers 
 

 

 

Any suggestions or requests please let Nina Rawlins know on 01780 753649 or              
email ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk
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Coronavrius response and Circuit worship 

We are living in unusual times and wherever we look in society we are faced 

with scenes of empty shops, businesses and streets.  As I write, the Prime   

Minister has just announced some easing of restrictions and we are all tying 

to work out what that really means. 

 

It is clear that any easing of restrictions does not lead us to a quick               

resumption of what used to be normal and the future is likely to look very   

different indeed, especially while we wait for the amazing work of medical 

scientists to bear fruit in providing an effective vaccine for the coronavirus.  

Like the NHS and all our key workers, they need to be applauded for their 

amazing efforts. 

 

With this in mind, we will not be in a position to open our churches for the 

foreseeable future and will only do so when it is safe and loving for everyone 

to do so.   

 

In the meantime, we continue to express our fellowship through social      

media and streamed worship and feel our sense of Connexion to use John 

Wesley’s spelling at the heart of the Methodist Church’s understanding of 

what it means to be church.  There are also printed acts of worship for those 

who are unable to access the streamed services.  

 

I am grateful to my colleagues who are working so hard to ensure that      

people feel as included as possible in these days of restriction.  I am also 

grateful to those named on this livestream preaching plan along with others 

who have taken part in worship by recording sermons, readings, prayers 

and testimonies to ensure a variety in our worship.  Thank you! 

 

I hope that you feel a sense of connexion with one another and, maybe 

more importantly, with God as we worship from home and sense the       

moving of the Holy Spirit ‘right where we are’, as the old children’s worship 

song says. 

 

A version of the Preaching Plan for June – August 2020 is available from your 

local church stewards or the Circuit Office. 

Andy Fyall, 12th May 2020 
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CIRCUIT PRAYER AND PRAISE                                                               
REVIEW - YOUR THOUGHTS  AND                                                  
PRAYERS WELCOMED 

We are seeking to develop the work of Circuit 
Prayer and Praise and to see where God may be leading us.                                                             

It may be that you are a regular attendee or have even taken part in these regular circuit 
events. In recent days, we have taken to using some of  the church Sunday evening slots 
to encourage participation, sometimes very successfully.                                                                     

However we don’t want to rest on our usual format and are seeking to be a better focus 
for God’s resources and work through Circuit Prayer and Praise. 

Therefore, we are asking the circuit to share their views on how CP&P could be           
enhanced, changed, or adapted to meet the needs of our circuit in 2020 and to serve God 
better though its format. 

Our strapline is reflect, rejoice, receive, respond and we want to deepen these elements 
in any way we can. 

Please give your comments – preferably by email but letters welcome too! –                      
to Andy at andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk, copying me in at pdvjones@hotmail.com. 

Your help is appreciated. 

The Stamford Circuit Team for Circuit Prayer and Praise 

 

I was very surprised when my neighbour came and said the BBC would like to film 
me for the time I spent in the Land Army. 

It was my 100th birthday. 

They came and filmed me in the garden. 

Friends came and sang happy birthday to me, and my neighbour had a cake made 
with a Land Girl and some sheep on it…..but we had no sheep. I had a very happy 

birthday. 

I had 65 cards, and I want to thank you all. They were lovely 

 

God Bless you all. 

Dorothy Buckby 

mailto:andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk
mailto:pdvjones@hotmail.com
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Lockdown and Jesus 

 

Since the beginning of lockdown ive been using a devotional 
book by Jennifer Rees Larcombe entitled “God Moments for 
Dark Days”. I’d like to share how the Lord has encouraged me 
through it. 

 

For many years I was an extreme worrier. Id even get screwed 
up about washing up and other simple household tasks! Until 
the Lord gave me various strategies to help me  overcome the 
anxiety and stress. One of those strategies was to imagine I was 
on the boundary at the Lords cricket ground. Id pick up the 
ball, which represented what I was worried about, and throw it 
to Jesus, who was standing at the wicket. Id literally go through 
the motions of throwing a ball, and saying, “I’m not throwing it back”. 

 

About a fortnight ago I read the meditation, entitled “Playing Ball” in Jennifer’s book, and 
my strategy took on a whole new meaning. Jennifer says that when she’s hit by a difficult 
emotion like worry or resentment, she imagines herself rolling up the feeling into a ball and 
throwing it to Jesus. He catches it and throws down a different ball, made up of the opposite 
emotion.  That day I got really stressed up with my computer and new wifi printer, which 
wouldn't print to order, so I “screwed them into a ball along with the stress, and threw them 
to Jesus”! And I received peace in return! That peace has remained even though I’ve still 
got problems with the computer, (and my weekly online order for groceries!) at times. 

 

We are living in strange and difficult times, and I know that I could be very stressed up, 
frustrated, tip into clinical depression, and spend all my time longing for this all to end. 

Amazingly that hasn't happened! All I can say is-Jesus has brought me to a place of peace 
and contentment. He has shielded the “flickering flame” (another of Jennifer’s meditations)
of my spiritual energy and enthusiasm with His hands until my flame of faith burns steady 
again. 

 

At times, all Jesus wanted me to do was “just float” (another meditation) on the ocean of 
His love for a while, until He woke me and told me what to do next. 

 

Todays meditation is entitled “Forgotten Your Password?” I’ve lost count of the number of 
times I’ve had to click that phrase on my computer! And sadly too, I’ve forgotten my     
heavenly password-JESUS. Jennifer says that when she calls on the most powerful name in 
the universe it opens her to all the resources of heaven, protects her from the evils of hell 
and gives her everlasting life! Next time I feel anxious, out of sorts, angry or alone, I must 
speak out my password-call on the name of Jesus, knowing that ill receive all that I need. 

 

Lockdown has been, and still is a steep spiritual learning curve for me, but I’m glad I’ve  
enrolled in the Lords “home-school”. 
 

Anne McAlpine 
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A reflection on 3:16s in the New Testament  

I wonder how you have been reading the Bible during lockdown? 

Many of us have a regular pattern and our own tried and tested Bible study 

aids. 

One day I found myself reflecting on one of the most memorable verses of 

Scripture – John 3: 16.  After a little while my mind wandered and I looked 

up chapter 3 and verse 16 of each book in the New Testament.  It made for 

interesting reading and thought. 

Clearly, context is everything, so I found myself poring through                   

commentaries and prayerfully asking a number of questions.  So, if you want 

to join me, here 

is a list of all of the verse chapter 3 and 16s in the New Testament. 

After the list, I have added a number of questions to apply to every verse 

and a reflection on John 3: 16. 

 

Enjoy your reading – it will see you though lockdown! 

 

Matthew 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that mo-

ment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 

dove and lighting on him. 

 

Mark 

These are the twelve he appointed 

 

Luke 

John answered them all, "I baptize you with water. But one more powerful 

than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 

 

John 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 

Acts 

By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made 

strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith that comes through him that has given 

this complete healing to him, as you can all see. 

 

Romans 

Ruin and misery mark their ways. 
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Continued…. 

 

1 Corinthians  

Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit 

lives in you? 

 

2 Corinthians 

… whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 

 

Galatians 

The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does 

not say "and to seeds," meaning many people, but "and to your seed," 

meaning one person, who is Christ 

 

Ephesians 

I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power 

through his Spirit in your inner being. 

 

Philippians  

Only let us live up to what we have already attained. 

 

Colossians 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one 

another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs 

with gratitude in your hearts to God. 

 

2 Thessalonians 

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in eve-

ry way. The Lord be with all of you. 

 

1 Timothy 

Beyond all question, the mystery from which true godliness springs is great: 

He appeared in the flesh, 

    was vindicated by the Spirit, 

was seen by angels, 

    was preached among the nations, 

was believed on in the world, 

    was taken up in glory. 

 

2 Timothy 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 

and training in righteousness… 

Continued... 
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Empingham Methodist Church News. 
 

Since lockdown has been in place, Adele Stainsby our postmistress has been able to         
continue to open our community Post Office each Monday 2 -4pm as usual.  Social            
distancing has been observed and there have been many grateful customers taking             
advantage of this service as there have been more working from home at this time.           

We are all very grateful to Adele.   
A big THANK YOU to Adele and our local village shop, Barbara's Stores, the paper         

delivery girls and boys and all the many volunteers in Empingham.  
 

We are so very grateful to Andy & Leo keeping us in fellowship, Sunday worship and daily 
evening prayers are such a blessing and helpful, keeping us in fellowship, being Church    

together although apart. 
 

At Empingham we have started a fortnightly house group using Zoom, it's so good to        
fellowship together, seeing each other, sharing and praying together.   

 
David Baines, a member at Empingham Methodist Church would like to say thank-you     

especially to Leo, and members at Empingham MC and friends at Oakham MC for all the 
prayers and encouragement and help he has received during his long term illness and recent 

spell in hospital.  
 

We do hope that others are keeping well and coping during this strange time.                      
We look forward to meeting again.  

 
God bless.  

 
Eileen Ray.  

Continued… 
 

For loving services. Epidemics, pandemics, and many other health crises have 
come and gone since Edith Cavell served as a nurse at Maidstone. One is with us 
now. But so is loving service, demonstrated all the time by our nursing staff and 
many others who work on the front line, risking their own health and lives. The      
qualities Edith Cavell displayed in her life are inscribed on her monument in central 
London: Humanity, Devotion, Fortitude, Sacrifice. These are human qualities we 
still witness in the health crisis we are experiencing at this present time; and, by the 
grace of God, they are timeless. 
Edith Cavell, daughter of a clergyman, was inspired throughout her life by her 
strong faith in Jesus Christ, a faith she often shared in prayer with patients. When 
young, she wrote to her cousin: Someday, somehow, I am going to do something 
useful. I don’t know what it will be. I only know that it will be something for people. 
She achieved and excelled in that ambition; at the end she sacrificed her life for it.  
 
Ron Curtis 
 

********************************************************************************************** 
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EDITH CAVELL – NURSE IN AN EPIDEMIC  
 

Nurse Edith Cavell is remembered world-wide, especially for her care and          
protection of British soldiers on the run in German occupied Belgium during the 
First World War. At the time she was matron of the Belgian School of Nursing and 
other hospitals in Brussels. In collaboration with others she helped at least 200     
soldiers to escape to Britain, for which she was executed by firing squad on 12th 
October 1915. 
During the current Covid-19 pandemic I have been reminded of another notable, 
but less known, period in her life, very early in her nursing career. 
In mid-August 1897 there was an outbreak of typhoid in Maidstone. It was first     
noticed when there were a number of deaths from diarrhoea and 7 confirmed cases 
of typhoid fever. When the numbers rapidly increased it was realised that those     
affected all lived in an area of the of the town supplied with water from a local 
spring. This had become contaminated with human faeces from a nearby camp of 
seasonal hop pickers who were housed in appalling sanitary conditions. The Town 
Council was later criticised for its lack of supervision of sanitary conditions in the 
town generally.  
Public health measures were quickly put in place, including an alternative source of 
clean water. But the disease still spread. By 9th October 1,200 cases were reported 
and 42 people had died. Temporary hospitals were set up and 166 nurses were 
sent from elsewhere to assist. Edith Cavell, still a probationer, was one of 6 nurses 
provided by the matron of the London Hospital (now the Royal London Hospital) in 
Whitechapel. They arrived in Maidstone on 15th October.  
By the late nineteenth century nursing was becoming a respected profession. In the 
best hospitals, at least, scrupulous standards of care and hygiene were adhered to, 
as a result of Florence Nightingale’s revolutionary reforms to nursing. Edith Cavell 
had experience of the treatment of so called ‘fever patients’ with infectious           
diseases, many terminally ill, during her first 7 month as a nurse at the Fountains 
Hospital in Tooting. When she was accepted at the London Hospital as a trainee in 
September 1896, she came under the supervision of the formidable matron Eva 
Luckes, a friend and disciple of Florence Nightingale, who set her nurses the       
highest standards.   
At Maidstone Edith Cavell applied these standards where she worked in one of the 
temporary hospitals. Like the other nurses she worked long and exhausting hours. 
She also provided care in patients’ homes. One such patient, a 5-year-old girl, 
Lilian, suffering from typhoid fever, remembered her fondly for her kindness: I       
always think of the lovely toys she brought me. After the epidemic was under con-
trol, Edith Cavell took Lilian and three other children to the seaside to convalesce. 
Out of 1,847 people who contracted typhoid 132 died; a low mortality rate for this 
type of epidemic. The nurses who came to the assistance of the townspeople of 
Maidstone had alleviated much suffering and saved many lives. In doing so they 
risked their own. Happily, although 4 contracted typhoid, none died. 
To show their gratitude the citizens presented each of the nurses with a silver      
medal engraved with her name and the inscription: With gratitude for loving         
services 1897. On 8th December a grand reception was held for the nurses at the 
town museum. Unfortunately, after the speeches, but before the entertainment      
began, Edith Cavell and a colleague had to leave for night duty. 
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Continued… 

 

Hebrews 

Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led 

out of Egypt? 

 

James 

For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and 

every evil practice. 

 

1 Peter 

keep[ing] a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against 

your good behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 

 

2 Peter  

He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. 

His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant 

and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own de-

struction. 

 

1 John 

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we 

ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 

 

Revelation 

So, because you are lukewarm – neither hot nor cold – I am about to spit 

you out of my mouth. 

 

 Questions  

1.To whom was the verse directed? 

2.What is the meaning of the verse in context? 

3.What did it mean to the first readers? 

4.What does it mean for me? 

5.What has a) inspired me and b) challenged me by this verse? 

 

Some thoughts about John 3: 16 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that who-

ever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”  

 
Continued... 
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 The initiation of salvation is in God's action, not man's. 

 World  

Can mean several things including  

Every Individual: Acts 17:31; Romans 3:6; 1 John 2:2 

All Nations: Matthew 26:13; John 3:16; 1 John 2:2; Revelation 3:10 

Secular Realm:  Matt. 5:14; 18:7; John 1:10; 15:18; Rom. 12:2 

Gal. 6:14; 1 Tim. 1:15; James 1:27; 1 Pet. 1:9; 1 John 2:15 

Earth: Luke 12:30; John 1:10; Acts 17:24; Ephesians 1:11; 1 Peter 

5:9; 

 Only Begotten  

    John 1:14, "And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we 

saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of 

grace and truth."John 1:18, "No one has seen God at any time; the  

only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has              

explained Him." 

 Only Begotten Son  

Μονογενής (Greek), monogenes (English transliteration), Only John  

uses this term  to describe the relation of Jesus to God the Father. 

 Whoever believes  

   "πας ο πιστευων" (Greek), literally, "all the believing one." (English           

transliteration)   'believing' is present active participle – in other words 

anyone with an active faith will not perish and have eternal life.    

 Eternal Life  

John’s Gospel is full of the phrase, ‘Eternal Life’ 

    John 4:14; John 6:47; John 6:54; John 12:50 ; John 17:2 ; John 17:3      

The emphasis is on real life which is with God rather than the earthly,  

passing existence.  

 

So, given that walk through the verse apply the questions: 

1.To whom was the verse directed? 

2.What is the meaning of the verse in context? 

3.What did it mean to the first readers? 

4.What does it mean for me? 

5.What has a) inspired me and b) challenged me by this verse? 

 

A prayer: 

God who inspired the written word grant that by reading it we may meet 

again the Living Word and live for Him who is Saviour and Lord, even Jesus 

Christ. 

Amen 
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Stamford's “Sunflower Appeal” for an              
Ultrasound Scanner for Nixon Memorial        
Hospital, Sierra Leone. 

Nixon Memorial Hospital is located in Segbwema, in the poorest                          
part of Sierra Leone which is one of the world’s poorest                                      
countries. Stamford Methodist Church has been supporting this hospital by holding 
various fundraising events throughout the year. 
 
Now that the Corona Virus pandemic has devastated our own way of life it is     
proving challenging to hold events, though you may be able to do a sponsored 
“something” alone or simply donate directly. 
 
We are still hoping to provide £10,000 for the hospital to have its first UltraSound     
Scanner for the maternity ward.  This will prevent many complications for the         
patients and event prevent deaths. 
 
We are now appealing to as many people as possible to make donations to help us 
raise these funds.  Can you afford to give, say, £5 a month towards this appeal ? 
We would be very grateful if you could arrange to make such a regular or even a 
one off donation into our Mission Projects Account. 
 
Bank transfers can be made to:  Stamford Methodist Church Mission Account       
Acct nr 65386646   sort code 08-92-99  Please mark donations “Ultrasound         
appeal” 

The number of women dying or suffering long term health          

problems as a result of complications in pregnancy or child birth in 

Sierra Leone remains among the highest in the world.                                                                   

 Improvements to the care women receive during their pregnancy 

can impact upon both their outcomes and those of their children.  

Basic ultrasound scanning is a key component of maternity care 

and is not available at the hospital.  

This is something they have never had, but which we take for granted.  
 

Use the opportunity to tell your friends, your         
neighbours or your colleagues why you are doing it. 

Tell them the Good News, while together we help and 
share God's love in a practical way, with the mothers 
to-be and their babies. 

All the families in Segbwema say “baika”  
(meaning “thank you” in the local language  
‘mende’) 


