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Stamford Methodist Church and Circuit 
 

Streamed worship : Sunday 29th November 2020 

 
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT LED BY PHIL JONES 

INTERCESSIONS LED BY RON CURTIS 

 

 

Hymn 

Long ago, prophets knew 

Christ would come, born a Jew. 

Come to make all things new; 

Bear his people's burden, 

Freely love and pardon. 

 

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 

Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 

When he comes, 

When he comes, 

Who will make him welcome? 

 

God in time, God in man, 

This is God's timeless plan: 

He will come, as a man, 

Born himself of woman, 

God divinely human. 

 

Ring, bells, ring…… 

 

Journey ends! Where afar 

Bethlem shines, like a star, 

Stable door stands ajar. 

Unborn Son of Mary, 

Saviour, do not tarry! 

 

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 

Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 

Jesus comes! 

Jesus comes! 

We will make him welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page | 
2 

Opening Prayers for Advent 

O Lord God, 

Whose mercies are sure and full and ever new: 

Grant us the greatest of them all, the Spirit of your dear Son; 

That in the day of judgement we may be presented to you 

If not blameless, yet forgiven, 

If not successful, yet faithful, 

If not holy, yet persevering, 

Deserving nothing but accepted in him 

Who pleads our cause and redeemed our lives, 

Even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Confession 

Let us confess our sins to God 

Trusting in his mercy and forgiveness 

 

A time of silence, then… 

Holy and forgiving God, 

We have sinned against you and against each other 

In thought and word and deed. 

We have turned from your life-giving word, 

And ignored the message of those you sent. 

We are unprepared for the coming of your Son. 

Have mercy upon us and forgive us, 

That strengthened by your love 

We may serve you more faithfully; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

“I am making all things new” says the Lord. 

This is God’s gracious word: “Your sins are forgiven” 

Amen – thanks be to God. 

 

 

All Age Talk 

Lambsy and Tulle talk over the possibility that Santa may miss out on some deliveries but 

Jesus never neglects anyone. 

We also light the 1st Advent candle with this response: 

I am the Lord your God. I chose you to bring justice   

I sent you to bring light and my promise of hope to the nations   

  

The first candle is lit   

Jesus, light of the world, shine among us  - Come Lord Jesus, come.   

 

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 24: 29-44 

“Immediately after the distress of those days 

“‘The sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light;  

the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ 

“Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the 

earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with 

power and great glory.  And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will 

gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 
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“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come 

out, you know that summer is near.   Even so, when you see all these things, you know that 

it is near, right at the door.  Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until 

all these things have happened.   Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 

never pass away. 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 

but only the Father. As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of 

Man. 3 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark;   and they knew nothing about 

what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at 

the coming of the Son of Man.  Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the 

other left.  Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other 

left. 

 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But 

understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was 

coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into.  So 

you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not 

expect him. 

 

Advent Song (to the tune of The Snowman) 

The advent message rings, it says that we must keep awake; 

For He is coming back, His kingdom to retake. 

 

We hear it in his word: “You do not know the day, or hour” 

But while you wait for me, I’ll bless you with my power. 

 

We live out faithful lives. By keeping his return in view; 

We know he watches all the things we say and do. 

 

In this life, people still walk a darkened way, 

Never seeing God’s own purpose each new day. 

 

But we walk in his light, we’re trusting God in all we do,  

His purpose cannot fail, His promises are true. 

 

Those who grieve, those who search, those in dark despair. 

We can give them the good news….of endless care. 

 

We’re waiting for the Lord, we’re watching for the signs each day. 

O Jesus, come again. He hears the words we pray 

 

We’re waiting for the Lord…..etc 
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Sermon 

Two points….. 

 

The first about the future, the second about the past. 

The future: in an unnerving year, we have learned really well we cannot plan for the 

future.  All we have is the best evidence to hand at the time.  Everything is provisional.  But 

for Christians in Advent there is another dimension – we must plan of course (how could 

we not?) but we must keep in mind always that question that CS Lewis wrote an article 

about – what if this present were the world’s last night?  All our hopes, dreams and plans 

must therefore be based within the possibility of Jesus’ (maybe imminent) return.  And so 

our journey toward those plans must be prayerful and ethical.  The ends do not justify the 

means, especially as we may not see those ends. 

 

The past: when Jesus returns he will not simply sweep away the past and say it didn’t 

matter – we may have been through some very dark times and his return will shine his light 

into those dark corners and illuminate them with his purpose and meaning and joy.  Now 

we see through a glass darkly but then we will know even as we are fully known. 

In the meantime, we focus our eyes on the horizon – the near or far horizon we can’t be 

certain - and we pray “Come Lord Jesus”. 

 

 

Hymn 

There’s a light upon the mountains, 

and the day is at the spring, 

When our eyes shall see the beauty 

and the glory of the King; 

Weary was our heart with waiting, and 

the night-watch seemed so long, 

But His triumph-day is breaking, and 

We hail it with a song. 

 

There’s a hush of expectation, and 

A quiet in the air; 

And the breath of God is moving in 

The fervent breath of prayer; 

For the suffering, dying Jesus is the 

Christ upon the throne, 

And the travail of our spirit is the 

Travail of His own. 

 

He is breaking down the barriers, 

He is casting up the way; 

He is calling for His angels to build 

Up the gates of day; 

But His angels here are human, not 

The shining hosts above, 

For the drum-beats of His army are 

The heart-beats of our love. 

 

Hark! We hear a distant music, and 

It comes with fuller swell; 

’Tis the triumph song of Jesus, of 

Our King Immanuel; 

Zion, go ye forth to meet Him, 

And my soul, be swift to bring 

All thy sweetest and thy noblest for 

The triumph of our King. 

 

Intercession – led by Ron Curtis from Oakham Methodist Church 

We pray for ourselves…and others 

Lord Jesus Christ, during this season of Advent… 

help us be as children, awake, because of the anticipation, 

and the excitement of what is to come at Christmas. 

Help us to be awake for you, who comes as child in his mother’s arms, 

who comes as prophet to proclaim the Kingdom of Heaven, 

who comes as Son of God and Saviour of us all; who will come in all your glory. 

 

We pray, Lord, that the world that has not recognised you, will awaken to your glory too. 

Help us to be alert, to watch and pray for your presence, Lord, at all times; 
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when we need you, but also when you would lead us to someone who needs us. 

In these troubled times of illness and loneliness, of being apart from loved ones, 

let us be alert to those who need a helping hand, and offer it, in your name. 

 

We bring to you now, in love, those known to us 

who are in pain, who are frail, or vulnerable;  

those whose lives are empty through separation or bereavement; 

those who are coming to the end of their earthly life. 

May they know your strength and comfort…your eternal peace. 

 

Lord God, your faithful care 

has brought us safely to this moment; 

we thank you for your constant love, forgiveness, 

strength and protection. 

Keep us awake to you; 

and alive to your call.   Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Song 

Darkness like a shroud covers the earth; 

Evil like a cloud covers the people. 

But the Lord will rise upon you,  

and His glory will appear on you- 

Nations will come to your light. 

 

Arise, shine, your light has come, 

The glory of the Lord has risen on you! 

Arise, shine, your light has come, 

Jesus the Light of the world has come. 

 

Children of the light, be clean and pure. 

Rise, you sleepers, Christ will shine on you. 

Take the Spirit's flashing two-edged sword 

And with faith declare God's mighty word; 

Stand up and in His strength be strong. 

 

Here among us now, Christ the light 

Kindles brighter flames in our trembling hearts. 

Living Word, our l, come guide our feet 

As we walk as one in light and peace, 

Till justice and truth shine like the sun. 

 

Like a city bright so let us blaze; 

Lights in every street turning night to day. 

And the darkness shall not overcome 

Till the fullness of Christ's kingdom comes, 

Dawning to God's eternal day. 
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Advent Blessing 

To him who is able to keep us from falling 

And to present us without blemish before 

The presence of his glory with rejoicing, 

To the only God, our saviour through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion  

And authority, before all time and now and 

For ever.  Amen. 

 

We wait for your loving kindness O God 

In the midst of your temple. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord 

Who made heaven and earth. 

Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus 

Immanuel, be with us today. Amen. 


