
 

Page | 
1 

Stamford Methodist Church and Circuit 
 

 

Streamed worship for Advent Sunday: 29th November 2020 at 6pm 

Theme: Hope and restoration 

 

Led by Rev’d Andy Fyall, Superintendent Minister 

 

Preacher: Rev’d Canon Julian Pursehouse, 

Chair of the East Anglia Methodist District 

Prayers and readings: Chris Pursehouse, Local Preacher and member at Deepings 

Methodist Church 

Interview with Rev’d Maggi Dawn, Anglican priest, musician and composer of ‘Into the 

darkness’ 

 

Welcome to worship offered by Rev’d Andy Fyall 

Advent marks the beginning of the season in which we reflect on our lives before God 

and prepare to celebrate Christ born among us. 

 

Whether you are regular among us or joining us for this special time of worship on line, you 

are welcome to share in our worship and reflections. 

 

We begin with a moment of silence as we sense the presence of God with us. 

 

Advent Candle liturgy 

I am the Lord your God. I chose you to bring justice   

I sent you to bring light and my promise of hope to the nations   

  

[The first candle is lit  ] 

Jesus, light of the world, shine among us   

Come Lord Jesus, come.   

 

Worship song: ‘Light of the world’ https://youtu.be/-MmRGSEG2LM  

 

Light of the world, 

you stepped down into darkness, 

opened my eyes, let me see 

beauty that made this heart adore you, 

hope of a life spent with you. 

 So here I am to worship, 

 here I am to bow down, 

 here I am to say that you're my God, 

 and you're altogether lovely, 

 altogether worthy, 

 altogether wonderful to me. 

King of all days 

oh so highly exalted, 

glorious in heaven above. 

Humbly you came 

https://youtu.be/-MmRGSEG2LM
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to the earth you created, 

all for love's sake became poor. 

 So here I am to worship … 

 And I'll never know how much it cost 

 to see my sin upon that cross. 

 And I'll never know how much it cost 

 to see my sin upon that cross. 

 So here I am to worship … 

[Tim Hughes] 

 

Prayers of approach and confession 

 

Let us pray. 

The Advent story 

of hope and mystery, 

anticipation, preparation, 

a kingdom of this world and the next, 

and a king appearing when we least expect. 

Heaven touching earth, the footsteps of the divine 

walking dusty roads as once they did in Eden, 

and a people, searching for a Saviour, 

and walking past the stable. 

Open eyes and hearts, that this might be 

an Advent of hope to the world 

 

Adoration 

In this Advent of expectation 

draw us together in unity, 

that our praise and worship 

might echo in these walls 

and also through our lives. 

In this Advent of expectation 

draw us together in mission, 

that the hope within 

might be the song we sing, 

and the melody of our lives. 

In this Advent of expectation 

draw us together in service, 

that the path we follow 

might lead us from a stable 

to a glimpse of eternity. 

 

God of hope, who brought love into this world, 

be the love that dwells between us. 

God of hope, who brought peace into this world, 

be the peace that dwells between us. 

God of hope, who brought joy into this world, 

be the joy that dwells between us. 

God of hope, the rock we stand upon, 

be the centre, the focus of our lives 

always, and particularly this Advent time. 



 

Page | 
3 

 

Confession 

Advent God,  

we journey with you, 

to Bethlehem’s stable 

and a new-born King, 

ears attuned 

to the song of angels, 

eyes alert 

for Bethlehem’s star. 

Forgive us 

if on our journey 

if we are distracted 

by the tempting offers  

of this world. 

Keep our hearts aflame 

with the hope 

of Christmas, 

and the promise 

of a Saviour. Amen 

 

Interview with Maggi Dawn who then introduces her worship song, ‘Into the darkness’ 

Maggi spoke about the importance of the Advent theme of now and bot yet, hope and 

anticipation.  Christ among us and who is to come again in glory and ’make all things 

right’   

Maggi introduced her own composition, ‘In to the darkness’,.  It was written at the request 

of John Sentamu, lately Archbishop of York, who was Maggi’s vicar at the time.    

The song expresses Christ’s incarnation in verse 1, his presence with us now in verse 2 and 

the hope of his final glorious coming in verse 3.  The chorus is a plea that Christ will come 

to us individually and make a difference in and through our lives. 

 

Song: ‘Into the darkness’ https://youtu.be/qXKOxub5obc 

Into the darkness of this world, 

into the shadows of the night; 

into this loveless place you came, 

lightened our burdens, eased our pain, 

and made these hearts your home. 

Into the darkness once again — 

O come, Lord Jesus, come. 

 Come with your love 

 to make us whole, 

 come with your light to lead us on, 

 driving the darkness far from our souls: 

 O come, Lord Jesus, come. 

Into the longing of our souls, 

into these heavy hearts of stone, 

shine on us now your piercing light, 

order our lives and souls aright, 

by grace and love unknown, 

until in you our hearts unite — 

O come, Lord Jesus, come. 

https://youtu.be/qXKOxub5obc
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 Come with your love 

 to make us whole, 

 come with your light to lead us on, 

 driving the darkness far from our souls: 

 O come, Lord Jesus, come. 

O Holy Child, Emmanuel, 

hope of the ages, God with us, 

visit again this broken place, 

till all the earth declares your praise 

and your great mercies own. 

Now let your love be born in us, 

O come, Lord Jesus, come. 

 Come in your glory, 

 take your place, 

 Jesus, the Name above all names, 

 we long to see you face to face, 

 O come, Lord Jesus, come. 

[Maggi Dawn (b. 1959)] 

 

Bible readings  

 Jeremiah 29: 10 – 14 
This is what the Lord says: ‘When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and 

fulfil my good promise to bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for you,’ 

declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will 

seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you,’ declares 

the Lord, ‘and will bring you back from captivity.[a] I will gather you from all the nations and 

places where I have banished you,’ declares the Lord, ‘and will bring you back to the place from 

which I carried you into exile.’  

 

John 21: 15 – 19 

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love 

me more than these?’ 

 

‘Yes, Lord,’ he said, ‘you know that I love you.’ 

 

Jesus said, ‘Feed my lambs.’ 

 

Again Jesus said, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love me?’ 

 

He answered, ‘Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.’ 

 

Jesus said, ‘Take care of my sheep.’ 

 

The third time he said to him, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love me?’ 

 

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ He said, ‘Lord, 

you know all things; you know that I love you.’ 

 

Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep.  Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed 

yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your 

hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.’ 
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Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he 

said to him, ‘Follow me!’ 

 

Testimony / interview with Rev’d Canon Julian Pursehouse 

1. As a Chair of District, how are you able to show God’s love in action? 

Julian spoke movingly about the privilege of serving as pastor to the pastors and 

encouraging new and innovative mission. 

 

2. Advent is a season of hope. Where do you find hope in these difficult days of Covid 

19? 

Hope from ordinary Methodist folk.  Julian spoke of the resilience of people in this time of 

crisis and offering care and love and worship in different ways. 

Julian also spoke of the hope he found through his rediscovery of a love of poetry. 

 

3. At the heart of Methodism is the belief that all may be saved.  What does that 

mean to you and how can we live out this principle of Christian hope? 

Julian spoke about the scope of God’s grace and the transforming nature of God’s love 

for all nature and all humankind. 

This translates into a ‘can do attitude’ in finding ways of sharing and expressing Christian 

faith. 

 

Sermon 

Hope and Restoration – (Jeremiah 29:10-14 & John 21:15-19) 

Good Evening friends its lovely to have the opportunity to join you for this Circuit Service 

on the first Sunday in Advent in 2020. I’ve chosen today to focus on the theme of Hope 

and Restoration with a particular focus upon old testament reading from Jeremiah.  

 

Over the last week or so we have seen two events in the wider world in which we live that 

seem to me to promise both hope and restoration! Firstly, there has been the positive 

early indications of good developments in the vaccine for COVID -19 and particularly the 

work being done by Pfizer – in fact it is very good news with 90% immunity being indicated 

in the research phase alone. The prospect of a workable vaccine most likely in the New 

Year is a tremendous shot in the arm (forgive the pun) – it offers to us the opportunity to 

protect the vulnerable and begin the slow journey back to some kind of normality. This is a 

tremendous sign of hope in our world! The prospect of being able to restore our way of life 

and return to all the things we love and cherish is a wonderful boost! 

 

The other major event of course, is the US elections, and the prospect of a change of 

presidency in the shape of Jo Biden – for many people both in America and beyond this 

will be a symbol of hope and restoration – a return to a more decent, predictable, safe 

and kinder expression of leadership on the world stage. Again, we should not 

underestimate the significance of this for enhancing the possibility! 

 

As the people of God and as people of faith where is our hope and where is our trust in 

restoration? And what does that mean for us as people of faith? Well let’s turn to the 

voice of the prophet Jeremiah.  There is a distinct voice of hope as the prophet addresses 

the covenant people of God! But it comes in the midst of challenge and adversity – they 

are an exilic community in the captivity of Babylon, they are bereft and isolated!  
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However, in the midst of these obvious difficulties there are grounds for hope – hope that 

is centred on the benevolence of the living God and the hope that as a nation they will 

be restored by God: Jeremiah who has a distinct voice and place for lament and sorrow 

as he ponders his nation’s fate now offers hope and restoration.  

 

‘For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with hope…………’ Then when you call upon me and come 

and pray to me, I will hear you.’ 

 

Notice that for the Covenant people the source of their hope is the character and 

confidence they have in God – God who is merciful, gracious, kind and abounding in 

steadfast love! Their restoration as a nation and community lies in the good purposes of 

God – God who is utterly faithful to the covenant relationship of grace and love. 

 

I wonder whether there are things here for us to reflect upon as 21st. Century Christians 

and people of faith – We are and have been living through a national crisis – indeed a 

world-wide crisis through the viral pandemic of COVID -19 – people have suffered in a 

whole variety of ways; there are those who have succumbed to the worst effects of the 

virus and have suffered and died! There are those who have been adversely affected 

economically – through business, livelihood and unemployment! There are those who 

have become ill, depressed and anxious – the pressures upon people’s mental health is 

very serious indeed! And of course, we were reminded the other day of the rather grim 

statistic that we have now passed 50,000 deaths to COVID -19 and we have the highest 

death toll in Europe! In the midst of these awful things we need to find the voice of 

lament, appropriate sorrow and grief and we need to be ready to be alongside people 

who are feeling that sense of loss. We do so with the care, and love and compassion of 

the living God. But equally we want to be able to give voice to the message of hope and 

restoration. Jeremiah the prophet is instructive for both these registers of response to God. 

 

As we enter the great season of Advent we are encouraged to be people of hope who 

are ready to entrust themselves to the promise of good news and salvation – we place 

our hope in God, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God who comes to us with 

the light, hope and grace of Christ – Christ who died and rose for us! Christ who promises 

to be with us as a living and loving presence come what may – Christ who says to his 

followers ‘abide in me and I shall abide in you’! 

 

We sometimes sing the hymn 455 STF: 

 

‘All my hope on God is founded; 

He doth still my trust renew. 

Me through change and chance he guideth, 

Only good and only true. 

God unknown, he alone calls my heart to be his own.’ 

 

Alongside the message of hope we also believe in the God who will restore us? But I 

wonder what will that mean for us today? We often hear the message ‘Build Back Better!’ 

– this is a secular phrase and it is primarily to do with how a Western democracy can build 

back stronger economically after the worst effects of COVID – 19 and the pandemic. But 

if we apply those words to ourselves as the people of God and the Church – How can we 

build back better! What do we want to be restored to? What do we want to return to?  
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These are big questions but we have to trust ourselves to the safe-keeping and guidance 

of God – and trust that God will reveal to us what we are being called to be and do as a 

Church! It may look, feel and appear different to what we have once known! Are we 

prepared to be restored by the God of hope? 

 

I’m reminded of the words of another hymn by by Fred Pratt Green; 

 

‘The Church of Christ in every age 

Beset by change but Spirit-led, 

Must claim and test its heritage 

And keep on rising from the dead.’  

 

I hope and pray that in such a time as this we will discover the hope of God and God’s 

kingdom and what it will mean for us to be restored! Advent is a season for us to be real 

with ourselves and God – to be real about the challenges we face and the potential for 

suffering and death but equally it is a time for live with hope burning brightly in our hearts 

as we trust ourselves to God. 

 

I want to close with the words of a poem by Derek Mahon, called ‘Everything is Going to 

be Alright’ 

 

Prayers of intercession written and led by Chris Pursehouse 

 

Saving God, we prepare for your coming, 

And long to see the signs of your Kingdom. 

 

O come; O come Immanuel! 

Ransom those in exile 

Care for those who have fled their homeland in fear. 

Nurture those who live under oppressive regimes. 

Give the marginalized the strength and assurance of your presence. 

May all people find their true home in you! 

 

O come; O Come wisdom from above! 

Guide all who govern the nations, 

Be a sign of integrity for Government ministers and civic leaders. 

Deliver those in public service from corruption and time-serving. 

Lead our politicians to honest goals without distorting the truth. 

May all people keep conscience pure and intensions honourable! 

 

O come; O come Rod of Jesse! 

Give kings, queens, and presidents a sovereignty born out of true humility. 

Grant stability and continuity to faithful servants of the nations. 

Number the citizens of our nation among the people of faith 

May all Christian [people be a signpost to your royal throne! 

 

O come, O come, Key of David! 

Open the hearts of the hard-hearted and callous. 

Unlock the unforgiving spirit and those held in bonds of prejudice, 

Proclaim again that the gates of heaven are open wide. 

May the day come when all people find hope of life beyond death! 
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O come; O come Dayspring! 

Let your morning light shine on those in dark depression. 

Dawn with growing light on those engulfed in doubt. 

Offer the springs of morning dew to those whose lives are like a parched land. 

May all people walk out of the night-time of their fear into the light of your new day! 

 

O come; O come Immanuel! 

Be born in the Bethlehem of our time. 

Live again in the Galilee of our generation. 

And be raised high amongst us, by the power of God. 

Jesus! Immanuel! Sign of the Kingdom! Come! 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven 

Hallowed be thy name; 

thy Kingdom come 

thy will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

and deliver us from evil, 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory 

for ever and ever. Amen  

 

Final greeting and thanks to the participants  

 

Hymn: ’Tell out my soul’  https://youtu.be/qf3mgRUZkAk  

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!  

Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;  

Tender to me the promise of His word;  

In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His name!  

Make known His might, the deeds His arm has done;  

His mercy sure, from age to age the same;  

His holy name—the Lord, the mighty One. 

 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of His might!  

Powers and dominions lay their glory by;  

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,  

The hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of His word!  

Firm is His promise, and His mercy sure:  

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord  

To children’s children and forever more! 

 

https://youtu.be/qf3mgRUZkAk


 

Page | 
9 

 

Blessing 

 

God of hope 

be with us in our Advent journey 

to the stable and beyond, 

be with us in our meeting 

and in our travelling together, 

be with us in our worship 

and our praying together, 

be with us in our Advent journey 

to the stable and beyond, 

our God of hope. 

And the blessing of God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you, 

With those for whom we have prayed, 

And with all God’s people, 

Now and forevermore. 

Amen. 

 


