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The Circuit Newsletter exists to build up fellowship across the Stamford Methodist          
Circuit. Items for inclusion in the Circuit Newsletter should be: Inspiring, encouraging of 
faith and discipleship to promote the growth of church relationships within the Circuit. 

Could you please send any articles for the August/September Circuit Newsletter to the       
below address/email address at this time. 
Articles should be sent no later than Tuesday 8th September 2020. 
Email:admin2322@gmail.com 
Address: Rowan Scholtz  
9 Highfield Close, Empingham, Rutland, LE15 8QB 

 Circuit Administrator: Rowan Scholtz 

 admin2322@gmail.com  Tel: 01780 481395 
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11 Jackson Way, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 1FG 
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Rev William Booker BA 
Assistant Minister, Stamford Methodist 

Church with pastoral charge of                  
Ryhall Methodist Church 

5 Frognall, Deeping St James, PE6 8RS  

Tel: 01778380195  
Williambooker10@googlemail.com 
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Worship & Prayer Around The Circuit  FOR THE WHOLE CIRCUIT:  

 

Due to the unprecedented situation we find ourselves in the Stamford Circuit is offering                                     
Worship and Prayers as per below.      

 

Daily Evening Prayers video – 7pm each day   

If you wish to join with others around the circuit (and, indeed, elsewhere!) in evening    
prayers, please go to Stamford Methodist Church, Lincolnshire Facebook page and ask to 
join. If you’re not on Facebook, please email Andy and ask to receive the You Tube          
recording of the prayers by email.       

                

Sunday worship at 10.30am   

You are welcome to watch and share in Sunday worship each week during the days of       
restrictions placed upon us in response to the coronavirus. To access worship in this way, 
please go to Stamford Methodist Church, Lincolnshire Facebook page and ask to join.        
If you’re not on Facebook, please email Andy and ask to receive the You Tube recording of 
the service by email.     

Andy   

FOR THE SOUTH LINCOLNSHIRE SECTION  

 

Morning and evening prayer at 8am and 8pm -     

Following the Worship Book order and readings from the daily lectionary in the Prayer 
Handbook. If you need copies please let me know    

  

An invitation to join me also in prayer and reflection at 11am on a Wednesday morning with 
resources circulating by e-mail and post.    

Ruth   

 

 FOR THE RUTLAND WATER SECTION  

Services of Worship -     

Are being prepared each week and distributed to the Oakham, Uppingham and Empingham 
Congregations by email, post or by hand.     

If you would like a copy please email one of the following: 
Empingham – eandiray@btinternet.com; 
Uppingham – nigelabuckley@tiscali.co.uk ; 
Oakham - (for August) mervyn_g@hotmail.com  

 
FOR RYHALL  

A worship pack is available by contacting the Rev’d William Booker:                                
williambooker10@gmail.com or 01778 380195  

 William  

mailto:eandiray@btinternet.com
mailto:nigelabuckley@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:mervyn_g@hotmail.com
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Pastoral Letter 

Dear Friends, 

 

It was on Monday 23rd March that the Prime Minister, Boris Johnson,            

announced that the UK was going into ‘lockdown’.  That was the day when 

our lives changed and we all began to stay at home -- with the exception 

of the everyday heroes who are our keyworkers. 

 

The sun shone for many of those days and we coped reasonably well, but 

there are those for whom lockdown has presented real challenges.  The ill, 

those with underlying health conditions undergoing or awaiting treatment 

and those with mental health issues have been faced with a challenge 

equivalent to climbing Everest without any training. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to everyone so affected and to those who 

put themselves in harm’s way to keep the nation functioning, fed and cared 

for.   

 

We now live in unusual circumstances and it is difficult to recall what life was 

like before March 23rd.  I don’t know who Danny Campbell is, but his poem, 

‘We are the kids of COVID-19’ which went viral on Facebook is a powerful 

reflection on the days in which we are living -  

 

We are the Kids of Covid-19 by Danny Campbell. 

 

We are the kids of COVID-19, 

Times like this we never have seen, 

No school, no friends, no kisses from nan, 

But we’re resilient, we’re tough, and beat this we can. 

 

We are the kids of the great British lockdown,  

Yearning for beaches but unable to leave town, 

Our parents now teachers, siblings now classmates, 

Desperate for parks, but confronted by locked gates. 

 

We are the kids of the Coronavirus fear,  

Mummy and Daddy worry, I see every tear, 

They worry for us, for future untold, 

Missed education, the outlook so cold.  

 

We are the kids forced to distance from all, 

Day after day stuck in these four walls, 

Wondering when things will get back to before, 

Where each day we have something else to explore. 

 
Continued... 
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Continued… 

 

BUT, 

 

We are the kids that will be remembered forever, 

For being brave, for being strong, for sticking together, 

For never complaining or breaking the rules,      

Never demanding to see all our friends from our schools. 

 

We are the kids who were part of the fight, 

To rebuild this nation, to make us shine bright, 

The ones who accepted what we were told to do, 

To protect the NHS, the key workers, the old and vulnerable, and you. 

 

We are the kids that have made you all proud, 

We’ve had school with our parents, baked and laughed loud, 

Stayed up late and ate chocolate and slept in every day, 

And we’re making a difference, so this thing goes away. 

 

Thank you, Danny, for your words. 

 

As a Christian, I believe in God who loves us all equally.  The Bible speaks of 

God as our heavenly Father and us as his children.   

 

To my mind, that makes us all kids of COVID-19 whether young or old. 

 

So while the kids of whom Danny writes make us proud, let us all continue to 

do our bit, being good neighbours to all, showing care and love in our 

words and actions and make our heavenly Father proud.   

 

Maybe every day we can ask ourselves in the words of Heather Small, ‘What 

have you done today to make you feel proud?’ 

 

And we will look back on 2020 and ask the question, do you remember 

when we all stood together? 

 

With every blessing, 
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Pray without Ceasing August 2020                                                                                                                      

 

Suggestions for each day of the month. A few spaces have been left for your                      
own concerns. 

 

1.   For people with Birthdays or Anniversaries this month 

2.   Andy & Helen, Hannah & Matthew 

3.   Oakham Church 

4.   Ryhall Chapel 

5.   Rev Ruth Charlesworth 

6.   Those suffering from war and destruction 

7.   Thurlby Chapel 

8.   Uppingham Church 

9.   Rev William Booker 

10. Those who would usually use our premises on Mondays 

11. Those who would usually use our premises on Tuesdays 

12. Those who would usually use our premises on Wednesdays 

13. Barn Hill Church 

14. Bourne Chapel 

15. Rev Bekkie Wright Probationer Minister 

16. Deepings Church 

17. ** 

18. Phil Jones Circuit Mission Enabler on Furlough 

19. Our Supernumerary Ministers & Local Preachers 

20. Those who would usually use our premises on Thursdays 

21. Those who would usually use our premises on Fridays 

22. Those who would usually use our premises on Saturday 

23. Those who suffer injustices 

24. Luke Denley, Youth Outreach Worker on Furlough 

25. Sarah Lamb - Children and Families Worker on Furlough 

26. Empingham Chapel 

27. Ketton Chapel 

28. ** 

29. Circuit Administrator Rowan 

30. Circuit Officers 

31. The new Methodist year in these uncertain times 
 

Any suggestions or requests please let Nina Rawlins know on 01780 753649 or               
email ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk
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News from the Super 
 

Farewell to Rev’ds Leo and Charlotte Osborn 
During the summer we bade a fond farewell to Rev’d Leo Osborn as he sits down from     
active ministry after 45 years of service. We wish Leo and Charlotte every blessing in the 
next phase of life and ministry, and we continue to pray for Charlotte as she discerns where 
God would have her serve next in Anglican ministry.  

It was a pleasure to spend some time together in the Manse garden (socially distanced) just 
before they left (see page ...from OMC). This provided an opportunity to offer a gift to Leo 
from the circuit and share in an interview with them which is included in the Sunday Ser-
vice for Sunday 21st June 2020. You can watch the interview again here (scroll to 21minutes 
and 50 seconds): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpbingqNjPE  

 

Welcome to Rev’d Bekkie Wright 

We are delighted that the Stamford Circuit has been approved as an appropriate place to 
welcome a Probationer Minister (presbyter), Rev’d Bekkie Wright. Bekkie, you are           
welcome among us. May your ministry here be blessed that you may be a blessing. 
 
It goes without saying that this is a very strange time to be joining a Circuit Team with life 
and ministry looking so different due to the Covid Pandemic and the limitations on         
gatherings. Do keep Bekkie in your prayers. 
 
Bekkie’s welcome service will be in the form of a recorded act of worship on Sunday 30th 
August 2020 at 6pm.  
 
Following the pattern of thew weekly Sunday morning worship during lockdown we will 
stream on line using the Stamford Methodist Church Facebook group. 
  
The service will also be available on YouTube. 
 
How to access the service: 
If you are not currently on the list to receive the You Tube link, please send your email      
address to Rev’d Andy Fyall as soon as possible and your details will be added to the      
worship email group. 

Those of you who are on Facebook can enjoy a more interactive experience of the act of 
worship. Go on Facebook and search for Stamford Methodist Church, Lincolnshire and ask 
to join the group. You will then be able to watch the service and engage with others who are 

Returning to our chapels 
The Government announced that churches could open again for gathered worship from 4th 
July.  This was welcome news and the Methodist Church of Great Britain updated the    
Coronavirus guidelines accordingly and gave churches across the Connexion that same    
permission. 
 
However, you will not be surprised to note that along with the permission there are strict 
rules and requirements for churches to comply with when re-opening. 

 
We had a Circuit Meeting on Wednesday 8th July to begin the conversation about                 
re-opening, explore feelings and ask the missional questions about what God is calling us to 
do now. 

Continued... 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IpbingqNjPE
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Continued… 

 
As I write (11th July), none of our churches has yet made the decision to re-open for        
worship.  However, congregations throughout the circuit are being surveyed to gather      
opinions about re-opening.  This will enable each local church leadership team to make a 
sensible and informed decision. 
 
There will be different outcomes and decisions across the circuit, and even within churches, 
but the important thing is that we face the questions together and discern when it is right 
and loving to re-open. 
 
Please remember in your prayers all those who have the responsibility for these matters and 
support them in the decisions that are made. 
 
Looking forward we must learn from our experiences in lockdown and face the new way of 
life with care, calm and a concern for all. 
 
In terms of worship, the current restrictions mean that when we do return it will look and 
feel very different from our past experience. 
 

 The congregation will be socially distance at 2 metres 
 There will be no mingling for chat beforehand.  Attendees will be required to go 

straight to their seat and remain there until the end of worship 
 On arrival, each person will be required to gel their hands and expected to wear 

a mask  
 The service will be said, with no hymns or songs. 
 The service will be short (45 minutes as an upper maximum) 
 At the end of worship the congregation will be required to disperse immediately 

with no lingering in the building for coffee or conversation. 
 The worship area will then be sanitised. 

 
On the positive side, the Circuit has been delighted to offer worship on line and in printed 
form during lockdown. We are making active plans to continue worship on line and will 
continue to provide daily evening prayers. 
 
As you can see, this is a time of discernment and careful planning alongside much prayer 
for us all. 
 
Please play your part in looking forward through your prayers and in engaging with your 
local church leaders.  
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A reflection 

 

Rising dominant, 

Like the sweet music of choral voices 

Soaring, alluring, 

Stands this ancient place of prayer. 

 

From generation to generation, 

A testament to the presence of God, 

The very stones saturated  

With the praises and prayers 

Of pilgrim people. 

 

A stillness infuses this sanctuary. 

Here and now,  

Just as in generations past, 

Is an air of sanctity and security. 

 

Surely the Lord is in this place, 

Borne here by saints and sinners 

Walking the journey of life and faith; 

Sharing loads and burdens  

With one another  

And with he who shouldered 

All our burdens at Calvary – 

And offers to take them still. 

 

God of our journeying, 

Show me the reality of your presence 

Perceptibly in every moment, 

As in the quiet safety of cathedrals. 

 

Help me to journey through life 

With the knowledge  

That you and I walk together. 

 

Southwell Minster, 6.2.06, AWF 

 



 

Stamford Methodist Circuit Newsletter-August/September page 10 

Prayer of thanksgiving 

 

Eternal God, 

Thank you for your presence; 

For being there, even when I have not perceived you. 
 

Thank you that you have always been there, 
In joy and in sorrow, 

In pleasure and in pain. 
 

[Take a moment to reflect on God’s presence in past days] 
 

Thank you for this promise of your presence, 
And make me more mindful 

That having been there in the past, 

You are with me in the present. 
 

[Take a moment to become aware of God’s presence for you now.] 
 

Living God, 
Who is the same yesterday, today and forever, 

Thank you for the assurance that you will be with me in the future as in the past. 

Show me how to trust you more. 
 

In Jesus’ name, 
Amen 

 
If you are reading his online, click here to hear Anton Bruckner’s Locus iste                     

(God is in this place) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQRYwe4KDDQ 

A 'SUMMER' QUIZ IN AID OF STAMFORD METHODIST CHURCH 

MISSION PROJECTS IS AVAILABLE ONLINE FROM                               
MARGARET HEWERDINE (marghew15@outlook.com) OR 

 IAN HUSBANDS (ighusbands@gmail.com)  

THE CLOSING DATE IS AUGUST 31st  

AND THE RESULTS WILL BE ANNOUNCED  

ON VIRTUAL DOG SHOW DAY.  

DETAILS OF HOW TO DONATE AND WHERE TO SEND COMPLETED 
QUIZZES CAN 

 BE FOUND ON THE QUIZ SHEETS. 

 PLEASE SUPPORT THIS AND ALSO SHARE IT WITH YOUR 
FRIENDS! THANK YOU. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQRYwe4KDDQ
mailto:marghew15@outlook.com
mailto:ighusbands@gmail.com
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Thank you Leo…. 
 

On a sunny afternoon in June the Stewards of Oakham Methodist church invited Leo and 
Charlotte to join them, safely distanced, in a garden. A sudden rainstorm at the arranged 

time nearly spoilt our plans but it was soon over and we spread out in picnic chairs to enjoy 
a "catch-up" chat, drinks and nibbles with our Minister and each other. 

 
 We presented Leo and Charlotte with a cheque, generously donated by OMC Church     

family, to spend as they wish at their Norfolk cottage. For obvious reasons we could not    
involve everyone in the presentation but hoped folk would be happy with the Stewards    

representing them.  
 

We took the opportunity to thank Leo for the last 5 years of such wonderful leadership, 
guidance, friendship and care and wished he and Charlotte much happiness and                 

fulfilment  in the years ahead in whatever God has in mind  for them.  
We have certainly been truly blessed by their time here with us in Rutland!  

 
R. Rowell 
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Stamford's “Sunflower Appeal” for an Ultrasound Scanner for Nixon 
Memorial Hospital, Sierra Leone  

Thank you for the great start to our appeal for the 
hospital to have its first UltraSound Scanner for the 
maternity ward.   
 
Most of the money raised so far has come from    
direct giving and includes the Gift Aid we can 
claim.  
 
How are you planning to support this great 
cause?  

 
Can you afford to give, say, £5 a month towards 
this appeal? We would be very grateful if you could 
arrange to make such a regular or even a one off 
donation into our Mission Projects Account. 
 
Bank transfers can be made to:  
Stamford Methodist Church Mission Account     
sort code 08-92-99 Account Number 65386646  .  
Please mark donations “Ultrasound appeal” 

£10,000  

Target 

£4,400 

 

THANK YOU ! 
 

All the families in Segbwema say “baika”, which 
means “thank you” in their local language known 

as ‘mende’ 

THANK YOU ! 
 

Conan Lewis and Andrew Marshall are in    

training to “Walk the Circuit”, 65 miles, in 

early September.  

Please go to our         

Stamford Methodist 

Church Mission Projects 

page on Facebook         

(or scan this QR Code) to 

donate and sponsor us. 
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 STAMFORD METHODIST CHURCH     
presents 

                         Stamford  

Virtual Dog 
Show 

Sunday  

 13th September 2020 

The Show is on ... The popular Stamford Dog Show, now in its 15th year, 
will be run online on Facebook this year to raise essential funds for our 
Mission Projects. We will be asking people to send in photos and videos 
during August which we will then judge and announce, in real time, on 
Sunday 13th September. The classes are listed below so get snapping and 
posing and post your pics online on Facebook.  

How can you help? Join the Vir tual Stamford Dog Show Group on 
Facebook, where further announcements will be made. Tell your friends 
and family.  

Take photos of your dog doing funny or cute things and enter!  

 Photo Classes 

Most adorable expression 

Best Smile 

Best Covid Mask 

Owner lookalike 

Dogs working from home 

Best of friends 

Puppy Eyes 

Golden Oldie 

  VIDEO  Classes 

Best catch 

Dogs and water 

Dog’s Got Talent 

Waggiest Tail 

Action Hero 

Best Agility 

Shaking Paws 

The Voice 

All proceeds to 

Nixon Memorial Hospital, Sierra Leone,                             
Hopkins Hospital Alms House, Stamford    

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1407933549490255/?ref=bookmarks
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Friends, 

 

As I sit down to write to you today, I realise that in exactly one month’s time I will be 
spending my first morning in the manse at Oakham.  I cannot quite imagine what that will 
be like, but I can say with confidence that it already feels like home.  In fact, as I think 
about the Circuit and the people and churches I have already met, the feeling I get is one of 
belonging.  This is definitely to do with the loving welcome I have already received from 
so many of you.  However, it is also grounded in the fact that through the prayerful process 
of Methodist Stationing, God has called us all to journey together for the next few years. 

 

Ironically, as I am simply not a gardener, my devotions approaching the move have been 
focussed on images of being planted.  In particular I would like to share with you the words 
of Jeremiah 17:7-8 “Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord.  
They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not 
fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not        
anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit.”   

 

I am intrigued that God keeps giving me the image of being planted, because my personal 
story is not one of someone who stays still.  I was born in Leicester, and spent the first few 
years of my life living in the tiny village of Old Dalby.  Google maps tells me that this      
village in only 30 minutes away from Oakham.  My family then moved to Storrington, a 
small town in West Sussex.  Since then I have lived in Stoke, Manchester, Nottingham, 
Haywards Heath, Salisbury and Birmingham.  On top of that my family come from        
Norwich and I feel strongly connected to that city.   

 

As well as moving homes I have also moved between careers. Starting as a personal injury 
and criminal law solicitor, I later became a nursery worker, before leading a team to set up 
our own nursery business.  Finally, as I began to respond to God calling me to ministry, I 
worked as a Lay Pastoral Assistant in the Salisbury Methodist Circuit, beginning by        
supporting churches as they waited for their next minister and then working across the     
circuit.   

 

But in all of this move and change, God has been the constant in my life.  Although I may 
not have been geographically planted, my roots are firmly embedded in the life-giving 
stream of God’s love.  It is that stream which already unites each one of us and which gives 
me the blessed assurance that you are my new home. 

 

I am looking forward to meeting you all, to celebrating our God of love together, and to   
discovering the fruit which we will bear. 

 

God bless, 

 

Rev Bekkie Wright 
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Prayer Handbooks 

The prayer handbook is expected to be published again this year, but perhaps                        
a little later than usual.   

The cost will be £4.15, large-print copies must be ordered in advance  
from M. Stones, (01572 823626) 

 

If you have had one in the past, I will assume you wish to have it again. 
  If not, please let me know. 

 

Rev J. Dowding is hoping to obtain copies for Barn Hill, but only if they are ordered           
in advance.  Please phone 01780 481430 ASAP if you would like one. 

QUIZ ANSWERS - (to last months quiz) 

I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. It was a fluke. 

Kept people looking so hard for facts and for others it was a revelation. Some 

were in a jam, especially since the names of the books were not capitalized. 

But the truth finally struck home to numbers of readers. To others, it was a 

real job. We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you. Yes, there 

will be some really easy ones to spot. Others may require judges to help 

them. I will quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find one of them, and 

there will be loud lamentations when it is found. One little lady says she 

brews a cup of tea, so she can concentrate better. See how well you can    

compete. Relax now for there are really sixteen names of books of the Bible 

in this story. 

Contributed by R. Ing 
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Two members of Stamford Methodist Church,                                              
Jan & George Hetherington are "Walking for Water" 

 
 
The task; walking from Stamford to Osupukai in 
Kenya. 
 
The distance 4,228 miles (as the crow flies) 
or 8,456,000 steps or 48,320 laps of their garden. 
 
Progress;  into 7th week 10,939 laps completed . 
After 8 weeks over quarter of the way there!  
 
The aim; to provide a solar powered well, water 
storage facility and distribution kiosk for the Maasai 
community living in Osupukai. Further solar panels 
if funds available. 
 
The installation; by the charity PfP global (Power 
for  People), site visit by Nasrin Sharifi 
 
Funding required; in the region of £30,000. (depth of well not yet known) 
  
 
I would just like to thank the Rev Maureen Jones and Judith Wade for their help so far. 
 
Fund raising via Go Fund Me.  
https://gf.me/u/x3z86p 
 
Contact George Hetherington 07891 437914 or Nasrin Sharifi 07825 828573 
 

https://gf.me/u/x3z86p
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Walking for Water 

Stamford to Osupukiai 

 

Km Miles steps (K) laps   

212.00 132.00 264      1,508.57 PE92LR to South Coast England  

320.00 200.00 400      2,285.71 PE92LR to France  

460.00 286.00 572      3,268.57 PE92LR to Paris  

553.00 344.00 688      3,931.43 PE92LR to Orlean  

1132.00 703.00 1406      8,034.29 PE92LR to Genoa  

1309.00 813.00 1626      9,291.43 PE92LR to Florence or Pisa  

1536.00 955.00 1910    10,914.29 PE92LR to Rome  

1716.00 1066.00 2132    12,182.86 PE92LR to Naples  

2117.00 1315.00 2630    15,028.57 PE92LR to Syracuse  

2817.00 1750.00 3500    20,000.00 PE92LR to Benghazi  

3495.00 2172.00 4344    24,822.86 PE92LR to Tazirbu, (Libya)  

4207.00 2614.00 5228    29,874.29 PE92LR to Crossing Border between Libya and Sudan 

5133.00 3189.00 6378    36,445.71 PE92LR to En Nahud, (Sudan)  

5464.00 3396.00 6792    38,811.43 PE92LR to Crossing Border between Sudan and South Sudan 

6066.00 3769.00 7538    43,074.29 PE92LR to Juba, (South Sudan)  

6231.00 3872.00 7744    44,251.43 PE92LR to Crossing Border between South Sudan and Uganda 

6802.85 4228.00 8456    48,320.00 PE92LR to Osupukiai  
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The above was written mostly in the early hours of a morning on one of the 
sleepless nights at the end of April. 

 

LOCK DOWN 

The roads were quiet, the sky was clear 
Coronavirus and lockdown is here 
The PM spoke and then the Queen 

While slowly the landscape turned to from winter to spring in green 
Schools are out, shops are closed, pubs and clubs 

And restaurants too,  even Churches closed their doors 
People wondered what to do 

Supermarkets open, but shelves left bear, queues outside 
While you wondered what was inside 

Loo Rolls, pasta, flour too, 
Soap and Sanitiser not to be seen 

Leaving people feeling fairly green 
Church services on line many finding this a life line 

 
Easter came and went – whatever happened to Lent 

Lambs were born their bleating loud, now they’ve grown their bleating hushed 
Daffodils came and into bloom, now they wilted into the gloom 

Gardens tidied, cupboards cleared,  
social media came into its own 

especially good for those on their own,  
Zoom, you tube, Facebook, What’s app too,  many learnt something  very new 

 
People clapped for NHS, rainbows appeared along the roads, candles lit 

 
Heroes came about  like Colonel Tom who raised a bomb and gained a gong 

 
Marathon was out but some went out and 2.6 challenge raised a fair amount 

 
People helped, people cried, sadly far too many died 

 
Corona virus came and stole our life as it was  

– lockdown came but many got fed up of this game 
 

Firms were struggling, unemployment high, medics stretched  
– a scene which we thought was so far fetched. 

 
2020 the year lockdown came – we need to adjust to this new game 

 
We hope and pray it won’t last long – It will be a theme of many a song 

 
In years to come we will look back 

And remember those who took the hack, those that helped and those that cared and all the 
ways many shared 

 
Elaine Potter  Stamford 
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By the Grace of God 
 

‘There, but for the grace of God, go I’. 
When we see the misfortune of another, even when they have got themselves into 
a bad situation through their own stupidity or wrongdoing, these words readily come 
to mind: ‘There, but for the grace of God, go I’. 
It is a supremely generous thought. It is saying: ‘I could be in that same situation 
had things not turned out for the better in my life’.  
It is an expression of fellow-feeling for another human being: ‘We are no different, 
you and I, except I have been more fortunate’. You are standing in their shoes!   
It is a refusal to pass judgement or to condemn, because that person could be you. 
It is to be humble, for you recognise you share those human weaknesses we all 
have in common. 
It is a statement of forgiveness and acceptance. 
Most importantly, when we say or think those words, we recognise a loving,        
gracious God who watches over us and works in our lives. We are not sufficient in 
ourselves; we are not alone responsible for our successes; and we do not alone 
carry all our cares. Equally, the person with whom we have identified so closely will 
not have to bear their misfortune alone. 
As the ex-slaver John Newton says in his famous hymn Amazing Grace: God’s 
grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 
‘There, but for the grace of God, go I’ is, then, above all, a profound expression of 
gratitude. 
 
Ron Curtis  
 

(This article also  appeared as the Christian Corner in the Rutland Times) 
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Bourne 
Continued prayers for those struggling with mental health issues caused by loneliness     

anxiety, job or money worries. May they find comfort from the love of God. 
We pray for those with ill health who have either had operations or treatment put back due 
to the Corona virus pandemic. 

We pray for all children returning to school in September to what will be a "new normal" 
able to see the friends they have missed but still unable to mix with everyone 

 
Deepings 
We pray for everyone in our circuit and everyone not in the circuit, in this world in which 
now feels strange, a condition that seems to have no discernible end. 
We pray for encouragement and comfort during the period we know as lockdown. We ask 
for inspiration and wisdom as we realise our plans. We pray for patience and appreciation of 
others as we attempt to imagine our future. 
We pray these things for our leaders on a world scale, the national scale, in our circuit and 
for ourselves 
 
Empingham 
Prayers for the coming months while we are hoping to open again soon. Prayers for those 
who are still struggling with poor health. Thanks for all the kindness and care we are         
receiving  

 
Ketton 
We continue to pray for those suffering I'll health, especially those known to us throughout 

the circuit. We are also thankful for prayers answered for friends who have received good 
news about hospital results. 
May God be with them as they move forward in their treatments and healing. 

Help all those who are still anxious about leaving their homes after the pandemic and give 
them courage to take that first step back into the outside World. 
Please give wisdom and knowledge to those who are making decisions on when it will be 
safe for us to open our churches, enabling us to come together in love and praise for our 

amazing God. Thanking you for all our many wonderful blessings . Amen. 

 
Oakham 
Lord - we are conscious of so much changing in our lives as we tentatively move towards a 
different way of living, shopping, meeting together and even worshipping. We realise the 
old "normal" won't be the new "normal" and we need your guidance , encouragement and 
love more than ever! We once again humbly ask for your presence and patience with us as 
we try to follow you through these strange times.  Amen 
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Stamford 
Please pray for: 

All those who have been affected by Covid- 19, those who have lost friends or family, those 
who have been ill and have recovered, perhaps with long lasting problems, those who have 
been affected financially and have been furloughed or have lost their jobs and those strug-
gling with loneliness or their mental health. 

Those members of our congregation who do not have access to the online services and 
evening prayers. 

The members of our churches who are preparing our premises and making them safe for a 
return to worship and fellowship, 

Give thanks: 

For the members of our circuit ministry team - Andy, William and Phil, who with some of 
the local preachers who have been leading us in worship at home. 

For the time to appreciate the beauty of God’s world around us and the benefits to our air 

quality and environment with less pollution from aeroplanes and cars. 

Please remember in your prayers our cleaner Raichel whose husband died on Sunday 12th 
July and also the family of Nicola Dunkin, who was a member of St George's Church. She 
was well known in the town as a founder of the foodbank, Praying on the Streets and a past 
Chair of Churches Together.  
 

Uppingham 
We give thanks for the continued spiritual blessings given through the services prepared by 
the preachers of our Circuit. 
 
Circuit 
Give thanks  

for our fellowship together even though we cannot meet physically. 

for God’s loving presence where you are. 

for the past and the opportunities that lie ahead of us. 

 

Pray for 

All those who are bereaved who have been unable to have a service of Thanksgiving. 

Those coping with illness and invasive treatment during this time of pandemic 

Those struggling with isolation and mental health issues 

Rev’d Bekkie Wright as she starts her Circuit ministry and for the privilege of having  

her among us in the Stamford Circuit. 

Local Church Stewards and leaders as they discern God’s will regarding worship and 
the reopening of buildings during the Covid 19 pandemic 

The Circuit Leadership team and the September Circuit Meeting which will have to  

take place on Zoom with al the challenges that presents. 
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WORDS 

 

“…..Words are all I have to take your heart away” sang the BeeGees many years ago.     
During the past few months words seem to have taken on new importance for me. This is 
mainly to do with my learning (or attempting to learn) French online. I wonder if anyone 
else has attempted to learn a new language during lockdown? Somehow French has always 
held an attraction for me above other languages, so it was with enthusiasm I proceeded on 
my journey with words! The free online teaching aid Duolingo  

is very accepting of mistakes and extremely encouraging, so it suited me very well. 

E-mails were sent every day reminding me of my lesson and urging me to keep going. I’m 
on what they call my “69 day streak” as I write (which is more innocent than it sounds, as it 
means I haven’t missed a day of learning in all that time! 

 

All of this has been a challenge, particularly for my memory skills. However I continue 
with my lessons, helped by the little animated green owl who pops up on the screen every 
now and again to tell me “mistakes help me to learn,” giving me a wave at the same time. 
I’ve grown quite fond of this little owl as I’ve seen a lot of him during these past weeks, due 
to my many mistakes! 

 

I got to thinking how words are so important in our daily lives and how we communicate 
with each other matters so much. Words can make or break a person. They can soothe and 
calm us or make us feel heartbroken. It is no wonder Scripture tells us never to                 
underestimate the power of words:-  

 

          “Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones”    
Proverbs 16:24 (NIV) 

           “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger” 

Proverbs 15: 1 (NIV) 

 

The power of loving, kind, words is amazing. They can be the very foundation of all that is 
good and beautiful in our relationships – the very basis on which to build friendships. They 
can help make us what God wants us to be and I believe they can shape our very characters. 
Perhaps words can be the crux of our relationship with God. He listens to the cry of our 
hearts, our spoken and unspoken words.  

          “Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O Lord” 

            Psalm 139: 4 (NIV)    

 

God’s words to us in Scripture are renewing, life-giving and life-changing. They give us 
guidance, love and comfort, strength and hope and more besides. 

Today I give thanks for words but also give thanks for Jesus - the ultimate “Word” who was 
there in the beginning, bringing life and light to us all – the most powerful and beautiful 
Word of all.   

 

Beryl Teasdale 
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Submitting articles for the newsletter 
We are delighted that some of our readers are inspired to submit book  reviews, poems and 

articles to be included in the newsletter. When doing so, please make sure that you add 
your name to any item so that folk can follow up if they want to know more.  

For published items, please ensure you have the permission of the author and add their name as author of any work.  

Please send all entries for the October 2020 newsletter no later than                        
Tuesday 8th September 2020, including Prayers for the Prayer page from                  

Church Stewards (anything sent after this date will not be included) 
Thank you 

Stamford Prison Fellowship Angel Tree Scheme  
  

This is a scheme to buy and send Christmas Presents to the children of the prisons 
at Stocken Prison. This helps to build good relationships among prisoners’ families. 

  
The cost of each present would be approximately £15 including postage. 

Your donations to this fund would be much appreciated. 
  

Any cheques need to be made payable to : 
‘Stamford Prison Fellowship – Angel Tree’ 

Your donations can be given to Maurice Wade 
Either by cheque, sent to 17 Drift Avenue Stamford, PE9  1UY 

  
Many thanks and every blessing 

Maurice and Judith 

CIRCUIT PRAYER AND PRAISE  REVIEW - YOUR THOUGHTS  AND                                                  
PRAYERS WELCOMED 

We are seeking to develop the work of Circuit Prayer and Praise and to see where       
God may be leading us.                                                             

It may be that you are a regular attendee or have even taken part in these regular circuit 
events. In recent days, we have taken to using some of  the church Sunday evening slots 

to encourage participation, sometimes very successfully.                                                                     

However we don’t want to rest on our usual format and are seeking to be a better focus 
for God’s resources and work through Circuit Prayer and Praise. 

Therefore, we are asking the circuit to share their views on how CP&P could be           
enhanced, changed, or adapted to meet the needs of our circuit in 2020 and to serve God 

better though its format. 

Our strapline is reflect, rejoice, receive, respond and we want to deepen these elements 
in any way we can. 

Please give your comments – preferably by email but letters welcome too! –                      
to Andy at andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk, copying me in at pdvjones@hotmail.com. 

Your help is appreciated. 

The Stamford Circuit Team for Circuit Prayer and Praise 

mailto:andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk
mailto:pdvjones@hotmail.com
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Pray without Ceasing September 2020                                                                                                               

 

Suggestions for each day of the month. A few spaces have been left for your 
own concerns. 

 

1.   For people with Birthdays or Anniversaries this month 

2.   Andy & Helen, Hannah & Matthew 

3.   Ryhall Chapel 

4.   Thurlby Chapel 

5.   Rev Ruth Charlesworth 

6.   The start of the new school / college / university year 

7.   Those who would usually use our premises on Mondays 

8.   Those who would usually use our premises on Tuesdays 

9.   Those who would usually use our premises on Wednesdays 

10. Uppingham Church 

11. Barn Hill Church 

12. Rev William Booker 

13. Bourne Chapel 

14. Deepings Church 

15. Rev Bekkie Wright Probationer Minister 

16. ** 

17. Those who would usually use our premises on Thursdays 

18. Those who would usually use our premises on Fridays 

19. Those who would usually use our premises on Saturday 

20. Phil Jones Circuit Mission Enabler on Furlough 

21. Empingham Chapel 

22. Ketton Chapel 

23. Our Supernumerary Ministers & Local Preachers 

24. Oakham Church 

25. Luke Denley, Youth Outreach Worker on Furlough 

26. For all our keyworkers 

27. Sarah Lamb - Children and Families Worker on Furlough 

28. ** 

29. Circuit Administrator Rowan 

30. Circuit Officers 

 

Any suggestions or requests please let Nina Rawlins know on 01780 753649 or             
email ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk

